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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

With mixed emotions this is my last
President’s letter. I will no longer receive the
very important monthly reminder email from
Nancy Miller, newsletter editor, when articles are
due for the next month’s newsletter. During my
term as President, I have been blessed to work
with and serve a wonderful group of Rosarians. I
would like to thank at this time the other officers
and committee chairs who have served. Don
Schwarz has done an outstanding job as vice
president planning our programs. We learned
from each program and had fun at the same time.
Don will be an excellent president. Kim Borland
has done an excellent job as treasurer and in
distributing the printed copy of the newsletter.
The variety and quality of plants for our raffles
have been exceptional in spite of the drought
conditions again this year. Our funds continue to
increase through Kim and Don’s convincing ways
in selling numerous raffle tickets. Rosie Tripp
has done a terrific job as secretary and publicity
coordinator. Through the word getting out about
our meetings, there have been more people
(members as well as guests) attending the
meetings. The newsletter editor’s job should
never be taken lightly. There is a lot of
information gathering and many deadlines to
meet. Nancy Miller has done a fabulous job.
Some members, who are not able to attend the
meetings any more, still renew their membership
because of the content in The Rose Vine. Diane
Snyder continues doing a splendid job in her role
of coordinating food and refreshments for our
meetings and special events. There is always
comfort when food is there. Finally a thank you
goes to the “man behind the scenes,” Bill
Belknap. Bill continues to volunteer to
coordinate the rose and chemical sales, manages
the set-up and takedown for rose shows, does

pruning demonstrations on Rose Day in the two
rose beds the society has at Bogan Park, serves as
web master and email newsletter distributor and a
host of other jobs. My term would not have been
as enjoyable if it were not for the support and the
hard work of these officers and the membership in
general. Please continue to support your society
and our new officers as they start their new
positions.

This year’s growing season is quickly coming
to an end. Once again it was a challenging
growing year with diseases and lack of rainfall. I
do not feel too bad about taking a rest from
gardening. It is time to evaluate which roses did
well and which did not. Also it wouldn’t hurt to
review what techniques worked or did not work in
the garden. I have received 2009 rose catalogs
from several of the rose nurseries. I have put
them aside for the time being until there are a few
quiet days during the holidays when I can get
totally absorbed in them. During a quick look at
these catalogs, I saw some gorgeous roses to
consider adding to my rose garden.

The holiday season is starting. Susan
Clingenpeel, her husband Bruce, and daughter,
Madison, have graciously offered to host our
Christmas party on Sunday, December 14. It is
always an enjoyable time for camaraderie with
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our members. I hope everyone will be able to
attend. Remember to look for that special
ornament for the exchange. See additional details
about the Christmas party later in the newsletter.

On January 16-18, 2009, the Tallahassee Rose
Society is hosting the ARS Deep South District’s
27th Annual Mid-Winter meeting in Tallahassee,
FL. It is a relaxed rose-filled weekend with some
very informative classes and workshops. There
will also be a vendor area with every rose-related
item you could possibly need. It is a wonderful
way to make new rose friends and to have lots of
fun. Please consider attending and supporting the
district. Keep in mind Consulting Rosarians have
an obligation to audit a training class every four
years. Contact Henry Everett, DSD Consulting
Rosarian Coordinator, by email
dandlioncat@earthlink.net or at 770-938-3134 to
find out your status.

Membership dues are due now through
January 31, 2009. Some members have already
submitted their 2009 dues. Dues can be sent to
Kim Borland now or to Rosie Tripp after the first
of the year. To start the New Year off right, pay
your dues at the January meeting. There will be a
raffle for a “super special gift” for those members
who pay that evening or who have paid earlier.

Happy holidays to everyone and their
families. See you at the Christmas Party and the
January 6th meeting.

Linda Bohne, CR

Dates to Remember
December 14—GGRS Christmas/Holiday

Party, at Susan Clingenpeel’s home
January 1—Dues are due. Memberships expire when

the year expires.
January 6—GGRS monthly meeting at GJAC. Dr.

Bruce Gillett-Rose related medical topics
January 16-18—DSD Midwinter meeting, Tallahassee,

FL
March 7—GGRS Rose Day at Bogan Park, Buford,

9:00am

Dues Are Due!
As we look forward to the beginning of a new

year, it's time for everyone to remember that dues for
2009 are due in January. Dues are $15 for one
person, or $20 for two or more persons at the same
address. Elevated dues levels are always welcome.
If you have any questions about your membership,
please contact the incoming GGRS Treasurer, Rosie
Tripp, 1220 Taramore Drive, Suwanee, GA 30024,
770-476-8014, aroseinga@charter.net

GGRS Annual Christmas Party
Sunday, December 14th,

4:00pm
At Susan Clingenpeel’s

Home

With all of us in the Holiday spirit, let's have a
Christmas party! Come join your fellow
Rosarians at the annual GGRS Christmas party for
fellowship, good cheer, and good food. We will
be getting together at the home of Susan
Clingenpeel and Bruce Leroy (and Madison),
1127 Loganville Hwy, Bethlehem. The party will
begin at 4:00 pm on Saturday, December 14th.
Meat will be provided by GGRS. Members are
asked to bring an additional food item– an
appetizer, a side dish or salad, or a dessert. We
are counting chairs; so to make sure that you have
a seat at the table, confirm that you'll be there by
calling Susan, at 770-868-4476, or e-mail,
Roses4sjc@comcast.net by Monday, December
8th. Please be sure to let her know what dish you
will be bringing. For those who have attended in
the last several years, I am sure you remember all
the fun we had during the ornament exchange.
We've decided to do it again this year. The rules
of the exchange only add to the fun. If you would
like to participate, keep the cost of the ornament
to a $5.00 maximum and bring the wrapped
ornament to the party. Hope to see everyone there.
Happy Holidays!
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Directions from I-85: Take GA 316 east 21 miles
to GA Hwy 81. Turn right onto Loganville Hwy,
GA 81. Drive 1.2 miles south and Susan and
Bruce's house will be on the right.

From Athens: take GA 316 west from Loop 10
about 16 miles. Turn left on GA 81 and drive 1.2
miles south to Susan and Bruce's house, which
will be on the right.

Parking: People can park in either driveway (left
or right), but it will be easier to park along the
first drive, that goes up to their neighbor's house.
He won't mind; just park a little off to
the left of the drive (toward S &
B’s yard). When folks leave they
can turn around in his field.

Don Schwarz, CR

December In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

While it's getting colder we have not had a
good hard freeze (ideally in the 20's). Without a
several cold nights the roses have probably not
gone dormant. This is an excellent time to reflect
on this past year and what we want to do
differently next year.

Plant: The next few months are the best times
to either plant or transplant roses and other
perennials. If you plant bare root roses, be sure
they are dormant. For transplanting make sure we
have had several days of freezing nights to be sure
the rose is dormant. You only need to prune a
large rose leaving about 2 feet before
transplanting it to its new location. It is best to
prune when transplanting since the root system
will probably not support the growth already on
the rose and it is much easier to dig and move.
You should prune it again during your annual
pruning in late February or early March.

Prune: Prune dead, diseased and crossing
canes. After some freezing weather if you have
larger roses with long canes which will blow in

the winter winds consider trimming about a third
of it or to about chest high.

Fertilize: Although we should not fertilize
now, it is an excellent time to have our soil tested.
Obtain several soil samples or have individual
beds analyzed. Specify it is for roses and they will
assess your needs. If needed, now is the best time
to apply lime as it takes a few months for it to
leach down to the roots. If your soil is high in
clay, consider also adding gypsum, about a cup
per rose. If you can, work these amendments into
the top inch or so of soil. Do this before you apply
your mulch for the winter to save the trouble of
removing it. It is not necessary to remove the old
mulch, but you can do so and also discard the
fallen leaves to reduce the available debris, which
may have disease.

Spray: There should not be a need to spray
for fungal disease unless warm weather stays with
us. In January or February, you can spray Lime
Sulfur and/or Horticultural Oil to kill over
wintering diseases and bugs. Be sure it will have
time to dry before freezing weather arrives.

Water: Roses still require moisture to prevent
dehydration during winter months. I recommend
about a third to a half of the rose's normal needs
while it is growing. With mulched roses you can
further reduce the amount of water, but still water
deeply. Don't forget to water newly planted roses
more often to help prevent dehydration.

Mulch: Once we have had several days with
freezing temperatures, it is time to apply a good
layer of organic mulch to help the rose over
winter. The cooler soil will tend to keep the rose
dormant in late winter when we get those warm
days. While it is best to remove the old mulch, it
is not necessary. Also, when you mulch consider
covering the bud union to a depth of several
inches using a loose mulch such as pine straw to
allow some airflow. This will help prevent
disease. If you do not mulch to cover the lower
canes, you may want to have mulch ready in case
we get really cold weather (in the mid teens or
lower). This is especially true for grafted roses to
protect the bud union. For me the most likely time
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a rose is killed is due to a late winter or early
spring freeze when the rose starts new growth.
The freezing weather can kill the new growth and
the shrub.

The Last Rose Of Summer
By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

’Tis the last rose of summer
Left blooming alone;

All her lovely companions
Are faded and gone;

No flower of her kindred,
No rosebud is nigh,

To reflect back her blushes,
To give sigh for sigh.

By Thomas Moore (1779-1852)

It's mid-November as I write this article.
There's a freeze predicted for tonight, which will
put an end to most of our lovely fall blooms.
They have been lovely this year, haven't they? I
tried to time my August pruning so that we'd have
lots of blooms for our shows in early October, but
the weather has given us blooms in early
November instead. I've heard that the last rose of
summer was originally supposed to have been Old
Blush. Not in our garden, at least not this year.

Perle d'Or is covered in sprays of beautiful,
peachy, fragrant blooms, well deserving of her
place of honor in our garden – a rare spot with full

sun, right next to the
mailbox, where we
visit every day.
Carefree Beauty,
right next to her,
seems to be done for
the season; that one
last pink bud will
probably never open.

Mrs. Dudley
Cross (left), my
favorite tea, is just

now hitting her peak for the year, with lovely,
delicately tinted creamy-yellow blooms.

Cadenza, a 1960s climber, is still showing a
couple of red blooms; Nastarana, an 1879
noisette, has a few isolated white blooms at the
top of the season's growth, faintly scenting that
part of the garden. I see one last pink bloom
hiding in the depths of Mary Rose, too far in to
enjoy the fragrance, and one lone bloom on
Souvenir de St. Anne's.

Our roses in pots are much more susceptible
to temperature swings, but are mostly in a
protected area in the back. I see a scattering of
miniatures blooming
just outside the kitchen:
Green Ice, Elfinglo
(right), Chattooga,
Miss Flippins,
Pierrine, and Tiny Tot.
A little further away are
the final blooms on
April Moon, Ducher,
and Snow White.

One thing I've
learned about these last blooms is that they'll be
with us to enjoy for a long time. They seem to
freeze-dry on the bush, so I expect that in two
weeks I'll still see those same spots of color in the
garden. Coupled with the orangey-reds of rose
hips and the yellows and tans of falling leaves, it's
a wonderful fall show. Enjoy it while it lasts!

I’ll not leave thee, thou lone one!
To pine on the stem;

Since the lovely are sleeping,
Go, sleep thou with them.

Thus kindly I scatter
Thy leaves o’er the bed,

Where thy mates of the garden
Lie scentless and dead.

Martha B. Moore Trophy Donated
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

The Martha B. Moore Challenge Class was
created to honor the mother of a former member,
Marla King. It is one of the earliest trophies
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Greater Gwinnett Rose Society created.
The class calls for “A collection of five (5) or

more rose specimens (individual blooms or
sprays) of a yellow or yellow-blend color class.”
The entry is restricted to members of the Greater
Gwinnett Rose Society, the Northeast Georgia
Rose Society, the Greater Atlanta Rose Society
and the South Metro Rose Society. This is a
perpetual trophy that resides with the winner for
12 months and is returned to the society prior to
the next year’s show. A “keeper” award is also
given to the winner of that class.

A few years back the trophy was lost. While
setting the Head Table for the GGRS/NGRS Rose
Show in October, Bobbie Reed noticed we no
longer had a trophy for the Martha B. Moore
Challenge Class. Recognizing this Challenge
class “is a nice class, one the exhibitors and the
public appreciate” and should continue on in our
show schedules, Bobbie Reed and Don Schwarz

donated a
beautiful silver
pitcher at the
November GGRS
meeting.

As a Rosarian
who loves yellow
roses and any
excuse to exhibit
them, I am
grateful that we
have a trophy for
the Martha B.
Moore Challenge

Class to once again adorn the head table. The
Greater Gwinnett Rose Society wishes to thank
Bobbie and Don for making a trophy for this
award available.

Great New Rose
At the meeting of GGRS, Nov 4th, we

discussed a new project for our members for next
year. At the DSD convention in Birmingham in
October we saw a great rose at one of the tour

stops on Sunday. It is ‘Sight Saver’, aka, ‘The
Oregonian’, a beautiful pink hybrid tea with
exceptional fragrance. (See picture on last page of
newsletter.) The bush was quite large and pretty
much disease free.

I have located it for sale at Roses Unlimited
and they are starting 12 plants for us for next
spring. We discussed a "competition" to grow
this rose and show our results at the fall rose show
in Athens. If you are interested in joining in
please let me know and I will add your name to
the order, I don't have a price but assume it will be
the same as other roses from Roses Unlimited.

Thanks, Diane Snyder

November Meeting Recap
The meeting was called to order by the President
Linda Bohne. Fourteen members attended.
Meeting location change: Due to elections,
meeting was changed to Diane Snyder’s home.
Thanks Diane for offering your home.
Medical concerns: Wallace Beggs had a heart
catheter procedure. Linda Bohne had surgery on
both of her feet.
News article: Don Schwarz wrote an article for
the newspaper on planting roses in the fall.
Wholesale roses: Daniel Sweet is offering roses
to our society. Minimum order is $950 with price
of $12.50 per rose plus 10% shipping. He sells to
Hastings and Lowes. It was decided that it would
be difficult for our society to get enough orders.
2008 No-spray results program: If interested we
could get someone to come and speak to society
about this program.
Rose Day: Scheduled for first Saturday in March.
ARS Vote for By Law Change: Two changes
proposed: #16 to allow voting via Internet; #8 to
allow the board of directors to be polled
electronically. Both changes would save the
society money. Nancy Miller collected votes from
ARS members so they could be mailed.
Mid Winter Meeting: Theme is “Going back to
school”. It will include classes on arrangements
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and digital photography. There will be
representatives from Weeks Roses, Bayer
products, and Roses on Horizon. The CR exam
will be held on Sunday. A link to the sign-up is
available on our web site.
Membership Renewals: Reminder that dues are
due in January. Kim has been getting some
renewals.
Oregonian Rose: Roses Unlimited is will to start
some Oregonian roses for our society if there is
enough interest. It is a beautiful hybrid tea rose
with the nicest fragrance according to Diane
Snyder.
2009 Rose Show: Rose show will be October 17th

and 18th in Athens at the Botanical Garden.
Elections: Elections were held. Don Schwarz was
elected as President, Kim Borland as Vice
President, Rosie Tripp as Treasurer, and Henry
Everett as Secretary.
Christmas party: Party will be on Sunday
December 14th at 4:00 PM at Susan Clingenpeel’s
home. A signup sheet was passed during the
meeting. Ham will be provided by the society.
Susan volunteered to provide paper products and
Diane Snyder will provide drinks. There will be a
Christmas ornament exchange again this year.
Program – Don Schwarz gave a presentation on
Messenger products. Julie Morris uses it except
during the hot part of the summer. Some samples
were given out to some of the members.
Thank yous: To Kim Borland for the evening’s
refreshments and to the Shames for plant
donations.

Submitted by Rosie Tripp, Secretary

ARS Deep South District’s 27th

Annual Mid-Winter Meeting
“Going Back to School”

January 16 – 18, 2009 Ramada Conference
Center, Tallahassee, FL

The Greater Palm Beach Rose Society invites
you the 27th annual DSD Mid Winter meeting to

be held January 16th, 17th, and 18th, 2009 at the
Ramada Conference Center in beautiful
Tallahassee, Florida.

We wish to encourage everyone to attend, and
would like to extend a special invitation to those
who have never been to a Mid Winter meeting. It
is a wonderful way to make new rose friends
while attending some very informative classes and
workshops. There will also be a fantastic vendor
area set up with every rose related item you could
possibly need.

Now for our theme: “Going Back To School.”
It seems that a lot of societies are struggling with
issues on how to put on a successful rose show,
how to keep members, how to raise money, and
on and on. A lot of our very successful talented
members are no longer with us and sometimes did
not get a chance to pass on their knowledge. So
we have recruited some experts to help us teach
some classes.

Friday afternoon, Sandy Dixon and Joanne
Maxheimer will be conducting the arrangements
class. This will be a hands-on workshop
presented by these two award-winning exhibitors.
If arranging is not your thing, we have planned
something for you too. We are offering a digital
photography class, entitled “Digital Photography
in the Rose Garden,” taught by award winning
photographer Al Whitcomb. It will be a
presentation designed to help you improve the
quality of digital photos you take for fun or
competition. It will cover the basics of digital
photography and you will learn how to optimize
results by using features available on most digital
cameras. Descriptions of ancillary equipment and
techniques you can easily use to improve photo
quality will also be covered. Both these classes
will fill up quickly so choose your favorite and
register early, as seating is limited.

Friday evening we will enjoy a delicious
welcome buffet followed by a candidates’ forum.
We are giving candidates running for Deep South
District offices, as well as those running for ARS
Vice President, a few minutes to introduce
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themselves and discuss their vision for the future.
Saturday we have some great programs lined

up for you. Tom Carruth, Director of Research for
Weeks Roses, will be one of our speakers. He is
the hybridizer of Scentimental, Betty Boop, Hot
Cocoa, and many other AARS winners. Other
programs will be presented by Don Myers of
Bayer Products, and Lance Osborne, professor of
entomology at the University of Florida. Dr.
Osborne will update us on the latest research and
developments in the battle with the dreaded chilli
thrips. We will also have some expert teachers to
give us great tips on hosting our rose shows.
Capping off the afternoon will be the “Roses on
the Horizon” program, moderated by Eric Yount
of Orlando.

Saturday Night we will have a sit down
dinner, bronze medal winners will be honored and
awards presented. We are happy to announce that
our keynote speaker for the evening will be Jeff
Wykoff, soon to be the next President of the
American Rose Society! We are very fortunate
that he is able to fit us into his schedule. The
Sunday morning Consulting Rosarian School will
wrap up the weekend events. If you plan to take
the test to become a CR you will need to contact
Henry Everett at 770-938-3134 or
dandlioncat@earthlink.net.

Refer to the registration form for the hotel
information. If you have any questions please do
not hesitate to email or call. Contact Debbie
Coolidge at geoffcoolidge@bellsouth.net or 561-
684-2421.

We hope you can make it to Tallahassee in
January 2009!

Debbie Coolidge

Upcoming Rose Shows and Conventions
Jan. 16-18—DSD Midwinter meeting, Tallahassee, Fl.
Debbie Coolidge, geoffcoolidge@comcast.net ,
561-861-2421

The Last Rose
By Dorothy Hance Holley

A rose bush greens in spring,
flowers in summer. Every day
I cut emerging buds to create
a bouquet to give away or grace
my home risking the hurt of thorns
for beauty can extract a price.

Now, the bush appears flowerless.
All the petals are gone, fallen
on the ground but I find
one bud in its slow unfolding,
bring it in, place it in a vase,
value it more than a full bouquet.

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+),
$59 Senior Joint, $10 Youth and a three-
year membership is $140 Individual.
Membership benefits include the
American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and Rose
Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each for the
other three), to help you explore the world of roses.
ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-winning
quarterly publication of the Deep South District of the
ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per year, or $25 for 3
years. Mailing address: Jim & Kay Harrell, 121
Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org




