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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

My last President’s letter! I would like to
take this opportunity to thank all our members
who have helped during my term. I have been
blessed with a wonderful group of rosarians to
work with and serve. I especially would like to
thank the other officers and committee chairs.
Linda Bohne has done an outstanding job as vice
president planning our programs. I know she will
make a great president. I cannot thank Don
Schwarz enough for his work as treasurer. He has

helped increase our
funds with his
persuasive ways in
selling numerous raffle
tickets. Rani Von
Wurttemberg, our
newest officer, has
seemed like a seasoned
pro as secretary and
publicity coordinator.

Nancy Miller, secretary during my first term, has
bravely taken on the role as newsletter editor and
is doing a great job. I am very grateful Louise
Stafford pitched in my first term to serve as the
newsletter editor despite her very busy life. Diane
Snyder has continued in her role coordinating
food for our meeting and events-a most vital job
for keeping our members happy. Final thanks go
to the “man behind the scenes” Bill Belknap who
is continually there to coordinate rose and
chemical sales, serve as webmaster and newsletter
distributor and volunteer for jobs no one else
wants to take. Please continue your support as
our new officers learn the ropes in their new
positions.

I had the opportunity to attend a meeting with
fellow members Karen Radde and Julie Morris at
the State Botanical Gardens in Athens last week.
The rose garden there has been located in an area

away from most visitors and has had to
continually battle many visits from the deer.
Needless to say the roses are not in the best of
shape. All these problems are about to change as
the garden is undertaking a major change.
Extensive additions at the main area of the garden
are beginning. The area will feature a perennial
garden, daylily garden and a brand new rose
garden! We met with Jeff Lewis, director of the
facility, to see the new plans. The gardens are in
the bid process, which should hopefully be
completed by the end of the month. We were able
to view their plans for the rose garden layout. Mr.
Lewis seems to be very interested in input from
the local rose societies. There is so much
potential for a mutually beneficial relationship
between our groups. I will keep you posted on the
progress.

I also attended a planning meeting this past
weekend for the National Rose Show, which will
be held in the fall of 2010 in Atlanta. Our society
is a cosponsor of this event. The tentative date
will be the first weekend in October of 2010. We
are forming the initial committees for the
convention. We need lots of volunteers. If
anyone is interested in serving on a particular
committee, please let Bobbie Reed, convention
chair, or me know.

Now that we have had several freezes (editor’s
note: make sure your location has experienced a hard
freeze, not all of us have as of yet) and our roses are
dormant it is time to prune them by 1/3 (all
remontant bushes) and spray them with lime
sulfur spray to kill any black spot spores. Clean
up all diseased leaves from your bed and protect
any fragile cultivars with dirt or leaves around
their graft. The next step is to tell them goodnight
and go in for some cocoa and rest.

Finally please come to our Christmas party on
Sunday December 3rd at 4:00 p.m. (details inside
the newsletter). It is a wonderful time for
fellowship with our members. We will also be
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members will still be away visiting family or
friends for the holidays. Please make a note of
this change on your calendar.

Dues Are Due!
As we look forward to the beginning of a new

year, it's time for everyone to remember that dues
for 2007 are now due. Dues are $15 for one
person, or $20 for two or more persons at the
same address. Elevated dues levels are always
welcome.

According to the amendments to our bylaws
enacted in 2003, dues for all members are now
due in January of each year, rather than in their
anniversary month – this simplifies record
keeping for all of us.

If you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer,
Kim Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr.,
Clermont, GA, 770-983-3609,
Kim.borland@med.va.gov.

December In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Winter arrives along with Christmas – Time
to reflect on our wonderful roses we enjoyed these
past several months. Now is also the time to
consider what we want to do differently and plan
on the improvements we need to make to our
gardens. We have not had a good hard freeze yet
so our roses are probably not dormant. Look over
those catalogs and start to pick out the roses you
wish to plant for next year.

Plant: The next few months are the best time
to plant and transplant your roses. The roses are
dormant and can start to develop a root system in
preparation for the coming seasons. It's also an
excellent time to prepare the ground for planting.
When planting bare root roses, be sure they are
dormant. For transplanting make sure we have
had several days of freezing nights to be sure the
rose is going dormant. You only need to prune a

larger rose leaving 18 – 24 inches before
transplanting it to its new location. You can prune
it more at your annual pruning time in late
February or March.

Prune: You can still prune dead canes. After
some freezing weather if you have larger roses
which will blow in our winter winds consider
trimming about a third of it or to about chest high.

Fertilize: Do not fertilize now, but it is an
excellent time to have our soil tested. Obtain
several soil samples or have individual beds
analyzed. Specify it is for roses and they will
assess your needs. Now is the best time to apply
lime, if required, as it takes a few months for it to
leach down to the roots. If your soil is high in
clay, you should also add gypsum, about a cup per
rose. If you can, work these amendments into the
top inch or so of soil. Do this before you apply
your mulch for the winter to save the trouble of
removing it.

Spray: There should not be a need to spray
unless warm weather stays with us. In January or
February, you can spray Lime Sulfur and/or
Horticultural Oil to kill over wintering diseases
and bugs. Be sure it will have time to dry before
freezing weather arrives.

Water: Roses still require adequate moisture
to prevent dehydration. If you do not receive
sufficient rain, you should still water your roses.

Since the rose is not
growing, you do not need as
much; I recommend about a
third to a half of the rose's
normal needs while it is
growing. With mulched
roses you can reduce the
amount by watering less
often, but still water deeply.
Don't forget to water your
newly planted roses more
often to help them prevent
dehydration.

Bobbie Reed’s Gold Modern
arrangement, Fun House

Mulch: Once we have had several days with
freezing temperatures, it is time to apply a good
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layer to help the rose over winter. It will also tend
to keep the rose dormant in late winter when we
get those warm days. While it is best to remove
the old mulch, it is not required before applying
the mulch for winter. Also, when you mulch
consider covering the bud union to a depth of
several inches. Use loose mulch such as pine
straw to allow some airflow. This will help
prevent disease. If you do not mulch to cover the
lower canes, you may want to have mulch ready
in case we get really cold weather (in the mid
teens or lower) later into winter. This is especially
true for grafted roses to protect the bud union. For
me the most likely time a rose is killed is in the
Spring when it starts to warm up and the rose
starts new growth and then freezing weather
arrives, which kills the shrub. This is a very
vulnerable time and the greatest need for adequate
mulch.

Convening with the
Deep South

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Every year, when the leaves turn and there's a
chill in the air, it's time to head south to the Deep
South District Convention and Rose Show. This
year, it was November 3-5 in Jacksonville, FL. It
was cold when we left Lawrenceville, and all the
people from south Florida were freezing in
Jacksonville!

The meeting started with an arrangements
workshop. Don and I always go to these, but this
one was special. They gave us vases (made out of
PVC pipes) and plant material, and taught us the
mechanics of building a nageire-style (upright)
Oriental arrangement. We even learned what to
do with those little crossed sticks! It was lots of
fun, and very educational.

We ran into Wallace & Evelyn Beggs as we
were wandering through the vendors’ area – lots
of good stuff to buy, including several nurseries
with roses. Next up was the opening dinner
"come as a rose" party. We saw familiar faces

and some brand new costumes, had good food and
even better companionship with rose lovers from
around the district and beyond.

Saturday morning, bright and early, was time
for the rose show. Louise & Bill Stafford were
in the prep room, readying their entries, while
Don and I found our own ways to participate, as
clerk and apprentice
arrangements judge,
respectively. The
judging seemed to go
on forever – I think it
was 2pm before the
courts made it to the
head table. But there
were lots of
arrangements, and
some very nice roses. Louise's ‘Mrs. Oakley
Fisher’ (see picture above) was one of the first roses I
saw on the head table. Congratulations!

For those who weren't exhibiting, there were
speakers all day Saturday – very good ones, I
heard. The only one I was able to hear was Satish
Prabhu, from South Carolina, whose idea for
right-sizing your garden is, "never have a larger
garden than your wife can hoe." I'm sure he must
have those spouses reversed….

The DSD annual business meeting ended the
day with bylaws revisions, the election of new
officers, and some announcements – including the
latest class of Master Rosarians, which includes
our own Susan Clingenpeel! Congratulations,
Susan! There was also a great raffle, lots of
prizes, but alas, none for us Gwinnettians.

Saturday evening was the awards banquet,
including the announcement of the DSD Photo
Contest prizes. Diane Snyder and I represented
GGRS as photo class winners, but a photographer
from Florida was the big winner this year.

Finally, Sunday morning was the garden tour
(we never miss garden tours!). Despite occasional
showers, we visited a couple of "exhibitor's
gardens" – that means there were enormous
bushes, 8-10' tall, with gorgeous hybrid tea
blooms up top. Our last stop was a brunch at a
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garden with more shrubs and OGRs – my
personal favorite – but by then it was really
raining, so we all huddled indoors to eat, and only
a few brave souls ventured out to examine the
gardens up close. Wow, what beautiful blooms!

We
drove
home in
a rosy
glow.
Now,
it's time
to
admire
our

A group of rosarians from all over the
deep south tour a David Austin garden

freeze-dried roses and get ready for the holidays!

Rose Garden at
Bogan Park

By Bill Belknap

We started using the wonderful facilities at
Bogan Park for our 2000 Rose Show and have
been there every other year since. We held the
show in May that year since GARS was hosting
the 2000 National Fall Rose Show and
Convention in Atlanta. In March of 2003, we
decided to also hold Rose Day there.

There were azaleas planted in front of the
community building, which was very impractical
since they were in the sun most of the day and
azaleas like partial shade. Kim Shealy,
Programmer at the park, was very happy to have
us plant roses in this location, as she did not like
the azaleas anyway. Thus, on our first Rose Day
at Bogan, we planted the first set of roses –
‘Knock Outs’, which had only recently been
introduced, and ‘Carefree Beauty’ also called
‘Katy Road Pink’. Both are Earthkind Roses and
were selected because they require little care,
especially no spraying for fungal disease. The
Park helped us out by providing soil amendments

and mulch, and they removed the azaleas saving
us considerable time and money. Don Schwarz,
Bob Snyder and I planted the first set of roses.
The “soil” was quite hard so digging the holes
was not as easy as we had originally thought. We
did have a stroke of luck however, as the
‘Carefree Beauty’ rose pot had two roses.

We prune the roses on Rose Day and lightly
prune once or twice in the summer in preparation
of the Rose Show. Over the past few years several
members have also pruned and fertilized the
roses, helping to maintain the roses at their peak
performance.

The following year all but the last row of
azaleas were removed, and Mikhail and I planted
the rest of the ‘Knock Outs’ and another ‘Carefree
Beauty’. You can still tell which roses were
planted later as they are a bit smaller than the
original roses. The garden has worked out very
well both for Bogan Park and our society. It adds
beauty to the park, provides a showcase for roses
and a demonstration garden for Rose Day. It is
also an excellent example of the viability of
Earthkind Roses. If you want roses in your
landscape, but do not want or cannot spray,
consider using these wonderful roses.

By the
way, Kim
would like
us to plant
more roses,
if we would
like to do
so. Perhaps
we could
also plant
roses in one

Bill Belknap and Susan Clingenpeel pose in
front of the Bogan Park rose garden

or two other locations. Thanks are also due to
Kim for getting our dedication sign ordered and
set in the garden this spring.

Editor's note Bill Belknap has been instrumental in
organizing and helping maintain this community garden.
His most recent act was to obtain a sign at the garden
recognizing the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society for
maintaining the garden.
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In case you can’t read the sign in the photo on the
previous page, it states “Beautification provided by the
Greater Gwinnett Rose Society.”

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
Miniature Rose Hall of Fame

By Lius Desamero

Staying power—that’s what the ARS
Miniature Rose Hall of Fame is all about. To be
eligible for nomination to the Hall of Fame, a
miniature rose must have been, and continue to
be, in commerce for 20 or more years.

The election process begins with the
nomination of suitable miniature rose candidates
from the ARS general membership. After the
nominations are tallied, the results are put before
the Award of Excellence Committee for possible
Miniature hall of Fame selection. Results of this
process have been announced each year since
1999 at the ARS All-Miniature Conference and
Rose Show.

Admitted to Hall of Fame in 2006

ROSE HYBRIDIZER ATTRIBUTES

Black
Jade

Frank Benardella, 1985 Dark red, 35 petals,
exhibition form,
small, no fragrance,
upright growth.

AOE 1985

[Sheri Anne x
Laguna]

Giggles Gene King, 1987 Medium pink, dark
pink reverse,
(salmon pink fading
to cream pink), 18
petals, exhibition
form, slight
fragrance, tall
growth.

[Vera Dalton x Rose
Window]

This article was taken from The American Rose
Society’s website. As a reminder, there are 11
months open for contributions to the Rose of the
Month article for 2007. You the members are the
owners of this piece of the Newsletter. Please help
keep your fellow members informed and entertained
by volunteering to write an article for next year. I will
bring a sign-up sheet to the Christmas party at Diane’s
to allow anyone interested in this wonderful
opportunity a chance.

Think of how much you have enjoyed reading this
year’s articles. Certainly you have a favorite rose you
can write a couple of paragraphs about!

November Meeting Recap
Rani was performing her civic duty by

volunteering on Election Day during last month’s
meeting, so your editor will give a quick synopsis
of the meeting.

Bobbie Reed and Diane Snyder won
photography awards and Louise Stafford made a
serious presence at the Head Table at the DSD
Convention and Show in Jacksonville, FL.

Also at the DSD, Bobbie, Susan Clingenpeel
and Linda Bohne were given their Award of Merit
certificates for the great publication we present to
our members when they join, The Basics of Rose
Culture For Our New Members.

The slate of officers were presented by Diane
Snyder and approved. The officers will be
installed at our January meeting. Congratulations
to Linda Bohne, President, Don Schwarz, Vice
President, Rani Von Wurttemberg, Secretary and
Kim Borland, Treasurer

Bobbie Reed invited us to the GARS meeting
featuring TJ David who is in charge of the Peace
Gardens at MLK. Nancy Miller announced
Bobbie’s quilting entry was one of those pictured
in the October edition of American Rose. She
also asked for volunteers to write an article for the
Rose of the Month feature for our newsletter.

Brad Borland with Luxury Landscape gave an
informative talk and took questions on using
mulches and amendments in our rose gardens.


