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From the President
Hi!

Wow, is it wet outside! Such a change over
the last six months. We were so dry during the
drought and now it is so very wet. Lake Lanier is
full and that is a relief. There is no reason to
water the roses; they have had too much rain. Fall
is closing in on us, and the trees are turning
colors. Roses should be going into dormancy.
Time to slow them down, no more feeding and
don’t cut off those hips.

We had a very nice Rose Festival at the State
Botanical Garden on October 11. There were five
round tables covered with roses. And there were
two rectangular tables with arrangements. Almost
all of us tried to make arrangements. We tried to
help the roses seduce every person who walked
by. The Rose Festival could not have happened
with out the help of every member who attended,
Karen Radde, Julie Morris, Bill Belknap, Evelyn
and Wallace Beggs, Linda Bohne, Eloise and Ivy
Butler, Nancy Miller, Bobbie Reed, Don
Schwarz, Rosie Tripp, and Rani Von
Wurttemberg. Thanks to all!

During the October meeting, our Nominating
Committee (Nancy Miller and Louise Stafford)
reported on the candidates for 2010. All of the
current officers have agreed to serve a second
term. During the November meeting we will
accept nominations from the membership and
vote. All of the winners will be installed during
the Holiday party.

The DSD Fall Convention and Rose Show
will be history when you read this. As I write,
though, I am looking forward to the rose show,
speakers, arrangements workshop, and private
gardens tour October 16-18 in Tallahassee, FL.
These meetings are always a delight as you meet
old friends and make new ones. If you missed
this one, try the Mid-Winter meeting in January.

See you November 3!

Don Schwarz, CR

GGRS November Meeting
Tuesday, November 3, 7:00pm

Safety in the Rose Garden
Greg Patterson, a physical therapist and Georgia
Master Gardener, will give us advice on how not
to kill ourselves working in our gardens, show
correct body mechanics and what to do if you do
hurt yourself.

Kim Borland, CR

Please Note: Our November 3rd meeting
will be held at Gwinnett Co. Fire Station # 9,

1900 Five Forks Trickum Road, Lawrenceville

Dates to Remember
November 3— Rose Society Meeting—Safety in the

Rose Garden, with Greg Patterson, at the
Gwinnett Co. Fire Station # 9, 1900 Five Forks
Trickum Rd., Lawrenceville at 7:00pm

November 11-15—2009 ARS Fall National
Conference & Rose Show, Palm Springs, CA.
Cliff Orent. cliff@clifforent.com

December 6—GGRS Annual Christmas Party at Bill
and Mary Belknap’s beginning at 4:00 pm

Please see the ARS website www.ars.org for
additional Events to Come.
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November Hospitality
Sonya and Mikhail Shames will provide this

month’s refreshments. Remember, you need only
bring the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks,
ice, plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

2010 Officer Nominations
During the October meeting, our Nominating

Committee, Nancy Miller and Louise Stafford,
reported on the candidates for 2010. All of our
current officers have kindly agreed to serve a
second term. During the November meeting we
will accept nominations from the membership and
vote. All of the winners will be installed during
the Holiday party.

November in the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Cool autumn weather has arrived, but there is
still time to enjoy those last few blooms and time
to review what happened in your garden this year
- what roses did well and those that did not.
Although winter is coming, we need to keep up
with spraying for fungal disease as long as the
roses are growing.

Plant: The later part of November through to
Spring is generally an excellent time to transplant
roses and plant bare root roses. Be sure the rose is
dormant when planting in winter or early spring.
For transplanting make sure we have had several
days of freezing nights to help insure the rose is
going dormant. We should probably wait until
December although late November is sometimes
also late enough. If the rose to be transplanted is
large, prune it severely, since the root structure of
the transplanted rose will not support all the canes
and foliage it once did. I recommend leaving 18 to

24 inches of growth. You can prune it more
during your annual pruning in late February or
March if you desire. Remember also that a newly
planted or transplanted rose will require adequate
moisture throughout the winter to help avoid
dehydration.

Prune: Pruning should have stopped towards
the end of October; not even deadheading should
be done. You can, of course, remove dead and
diseased canes. Also, evaluate your roses for
canes which could be damaged this coming winter
by wind especially crossing canes. You should
wait until the cold has set in and the rose is
dormant or going dormant before winter pruning.

Fertilize: We should not fertilize until our
annual pruning in late February or March. While
we do not apply fertilizers, it is a good time to
apply lime and gypsum. First determine the soil
pH using a pH meter or take a sample to the
Extension Service for evaluation. Now is an
excellent time to apply lime because it takes
several months for lime to migrate into the soil. If
you have clay soil, you may also wish to apply
gypsum. For gypsum normally about a cup per
average rose with about a third of that for a small
rose. If you can, work these amendments into the
top inch or so of soil before applying the mulch
for the winter.

Spray: Although cooler weather is here, we
should still maintain our spray program for fungal
disease as long as the roses are growing. As
always be sure to follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended, change and
wash thoroughly after spraying.

Water: Hopefully, our roses will continue to
receive sufficient water to bring them through the
winter months. Roses also require moisture in
winter to help avoid dehydration.

Mulch: If your soil is hard clay, in addition to
mulch I also recommend using compost before
applying a top dressing of mulch. Worms will
take the compost down into the soil and help get
the nutrients to the roots and most importantly
help to aerate the soil. Towards the end of
November clean up the debris from around the
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roses. While it is best to remove the old mulch
too, it is not required before applying compost
and/or mulch for winter. Wait for the roses to go
dormant and for the soil to cool. Adding mulch
too early tends to keep the soil warm and we want
the roses to go into dormancy. Also, when you
mulch consider covering the rose to a depth of
several inches, but use a loose mulch such as pine
straw to allow air flow to help prevent disease. If
you do not add several inches, you may want to
have mulch ready in case we get really cold
weather (in the mid teens or lower) later. This is
especially true for grafted roses to protect the bud
union.

Deep South District Convention
and Rose Show

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

It’s fall, so it must be time for the Deep South
District Convention & Rose Show – this year in
Tallahassee, FL, October 16 thru 18. Greater
Gwinnett Rose Society was well represented, with
attendees including Linda Bohne , Al & Sara
Coleman, Karen & David Radde, Don Schwarz,
Diane Snyder, and Louise Stafford .

After a rainy trip south, we arrived in time for
the arrangements workshop on Friday afternoon.
We began meeting old friends even before we
entered the hotel lobby, with smiling faces and
roses surrounding us. Mary Maud Sharp
and Kip Proctor of Goodwood Plantation
showed us creative ways to use
inexpensive containers, and how to create
the beautiful bouquets used as dinner
centerpieces. After a break for shopping
and napping, we returned for the
welcome dinner, meeting up with more friends.
At the dinner we were entertained with tales and
photos of the fifty-year history of the DSD.

Saturday dawned bright and brisk, startling
many of the attendees from more southern
climes. We scurried across town to the rose show,
placed a few entries, and waited for the judges to
start their duties. While waiting, we observed the

equipment some exhibitors used to transport their
roses: Ralph Stream had a functional wooden
cooler box; Cindy Dale had a similar box painted
bright pink, with “Cindy’s Roses” on the side;
while John Tucker & Dan Mills brought their
roses in an old washtub – it’s all in the attitude.
Despite the recent poor weather, we had lots of
beautiful roses and arrangements to admire.

The afternoon was filled with speakers,
including Jeff Ware, the American Rose Society
Executive Director (if you have problems with the
Shreveport office, contact Jeff at
exec.director@ars-hq.org, or 318-938-5402 x
110). Jolene Adams, the incoming ARS Vice
President, spoke on the history and future of the
ARS. Gerta and Karen w/ice sculpture

At the DSD
membership
meeting, new
District officers for
the next three years
were introduced. In
addition to Karen
Prevatt as District
Director, Phil Paul
(Bradenton, FL)
will serve as Vice
Director, Ed Easom
(Lutz, FL) will
serve as Treasurer,
and Linda

Schuppener
(Winston, GA)
will be District
Secretary.
Oline Reynolds
(Bainbridge,
GA) will serve

on the ARS
National
Nominating
Committee.
Some
committee
chairs were
identified –
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Ralph Stream (Micanopy, FL) will be the CR
Coordinator, Jean Stream (Micanopy, FL) will be
in charge of site selection for future events, Dean
Hodge (Chelsea, AL) will be Bronze Medal
Coordinator, and our own Louise Stafford will be
the DSD Bulletin editor.

The Awards Banquet included harp music,
great rose arrangements, good friends and food.
Then we got down to the serious business of
awards! Cindy Dale (Peachtree City, GA) won
the McFarland Award, and Ralph & Jean Stream
(Micanopy, FL) won several trophies at the show,
including the Ralph Moore trophy. Jeff Hoffman
(Sea Island, GA) won both of the district
arrangement trophies. Stuart Smith (Tallahassee,
FL) was awarded the Outstanding Judge for both
horticulture and arrangements; Mike & Gerta
Roberts (Norfolk, England) received the award for
Outstanding Horticulture Judges. Russ
Bowermaster (Bradenton, FL) was awarded the
DSD Silver Honor Medal. Diane Snyder
presented the photos and winners of the DSD
Photo Contest, ably assisted at the computer by
Louise Stafford. Photo winners included Linda

Bohne and Bobbie Reed; Stephen Hoy (Warner
Robbins) again won the Best in Show with a
stunning image of 'Excite'. Congratulations to
all! We were also entertained through the
inauguration of our new District Director, Karen
Prevatt, and special presentations for outgoing
Director Oline Reynolds, and for our new
Regional Director, Ed Griffith. We closed with
an invitation for all to participate in the next DSD
convention, at the ARS Fall National Convention
& Rose Show here in Marietta.

Sunday we toured private rose gardens, one of
my favorite activities. Despite all the recent rains,
ravening deer, and the unexpected chill, we saw
more roses at three private gardens and at
Goodwood Plantation, where we finished with
lunch. As always, our hosts were gracious, all the
fellow-travelers were friendly, the food was fine
(especially the home-made ice cream and pound
cake), and the roses were lovely. We made it
home Sunday evening, in time to return to the
“real world” on Monday. What a weekend!

The next Mid-Winter Meeting will be held
January 15-17, 2010, in Lake City, FL, at a new
Holiday Inn property. Speakers will include
Sandy Dixon, the national chair of arrangements
judges; Phil Paul, Sandy Lundberg, James Mills
(K&M Roses, MS), Dan Mills, Ed Griffith
(Mobile, AL), Tommy Cairns (CA). A
Consulting Rosarian School is on the agenda, so if
you need to renew, want to become a CR, or just
want to learn more about roses, be sure to plan
now for the school.

It’s so much fun, you gotta come next year!

The Beginner's Garden
By Paul Blankenship

CAN you guess what I am going to say? I bet you
can…continue spraying every 7 days to prevent
fungus diseases! Yes, even though the weather
will turn much cooler this month we’re still not
out of danger; blackspot can occur during the
warmer days of October. Hey, you’ve come this
far with your weekly spray program...don’t let up
now!
PM (powdery mildew) is lurking in our gardens.
We talked about it last month but it bears
repeating. Remain vigilant for the tell tale first
signs of PM: puckered, twisted or distorted new
foliage. Ignore that and you’ll see the white
powdery deposits that come later. Prevention is
easy...just mix up Eagle 20EW (same as Immunox
or Systhane but in a liquid form). Used at the rate
of 1/3 to 2/3 teaspoon per gallon it is an effective
spray when used across the tops of your plants
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weekly during October. If you already have signs
of the disease you may wish to give ECO ERASE
a try (4-5 teaspoons per gallon; may have to
repeat in 4 days). It is the only material we have
that will reportedly cure this cool weather fungus
disease. Any of these materials may be added to
your usual spray mixture.
FERTILIZE for the last time this month. [Editor’s
Note: This article was written for their
October newsletter. DO NOT fertilize in
November.] A final dose of soluble fertilizer
such as Miracle-Gro or Peters is in order, or
alternately, fish emulsion for those who prefer
organic fertilizers. Follow the label directions and
apply one gallon per plant. Feeding with granular
fertilizers during October is not recommended; it
will likely stimulate too much new growth that
will not have time to harden off fully before the
first killing freeze. The result may be more
winterkill and additional stress on your rose
bushes.
GIVE your memory a break! It is much easier to
evaluate your roses now for possible replacement
next season instead of waiting until next January
or February…when you’ve forgotten which plants
did not perform up to your expectations. Begin the
process of deciding what to keep and what to
replace. Now is the time to make such decisions
while the plant is still growing and blooming, and
the past season’s performance is still fresh in your
mind. If there is a particular variety you wish to
grow, be certain to see if it can be obtained locally
before buying it from a mail order vendor. Our
local nurseries provide good quality plants and
stand behind them after the sale. Also, remember
they are the folks that help and support us
throughout the growing season. A good motto is
‘Buy local if possible!’
FALL is the ideal time to build new rose beds!
Plan for those new beds now by evaluating
potential sites for proper drainage, adequate
sunlight and freedom from invading tree roots. If
the results are favorable prepare the soil now so it
will have time to mellow over the winter.
Alternately, you may prepare your new rose bed

next February, with sleet going down your shirt
collar!
EVALUATE your spray program. Now that
Orthenex is essentially off the market, most folks
have switched to either Bayer Advanced All In
One Rose and Flower Care soil drench or Bayer
Advanced 3-in-1 Insect, Disease & Mite Control.
Sadly, neither of these products contains a potent
miticide. Some growers have been defoliated by
mites when faithfully applying the soil drench or
carefully spraying weekly with Bayer Advanced.
The cure, of course, in the case of Bayer
Advanced is to separately purchase a miticide and
add it to the mixture at intervals, or at least when
mites are first detected. If one is going to have to
begin mixing materials for a spray program why
not at the same time switch to a systemic
fungicide containing propriconazole (Banner
Maxx, Honor Gard) which will protect rose
foliage for 14 days? Even better, why not also add
a potent contact fungicide (Manzate, Dithane or
Pentathlon) which will prevent resistant strains of
blackspot from developing in your garden. Add to
that a broad spectrum insecticide such as acephate
(Orthene) and a systemic, translaminar miticide
(Tetrasan) and you will have a spray mixture that
will serve you well throughout the growing
season. Believe it or not, this combination will not
be any more expensive than Bayer Advanced, and
all of the materials may be obtained locally at
Augusta Fertilizer Company. Alternately they
may be ordered via the Internet from
Rosemania.com.
The above article was reprinted from the October 2009
The Monthly Bulletin, newsletter of the Augusta Rose
Society, Paul Blankenship, editor. Thanks Paul for
sharing your experience with all your rose friends!

The Annual Christmas/Winter
Holiday Party

This year the annual Christmas/Winter
Holiday Party will be held at Bill and Mary
Belknap’s home in Lawrenceville. The date and
time is Sunday, December 6th beginning at
4:00pm. Our hosts will provide the customary
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ham. Please let Bill and Mary know if and how
many of you will be attending and what dish you
will be bringing by December 2nd.

This is always a fun time spent with members
and their families. And of course, we will
continue the tradition of exchanging Christmas
ornaments. That’s always a spirited activity.

Looking forward to seeing everyone there.
Bill and Mary’s address is 715 Singley Court,

Lawrenceville. To RSVP, his phone and e-mail
info is: 770-985-0467 and wmb1@comcast.net.

October Meeting Recap
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

filling in for Henry Everett

Call to Order - The President, Don Schwarz,
brought the meeting to order.
Hospitalized and Injured Members – Don made
an announcement that Jessie Usleton was
hospitalized at St. Joseph’s hospital. We are now
pleased to report that Jessie is recovering at home.
Andre Everette was in a motorcycle accident. He
is expected to recover from his injuries as well.
Below is contact information if you would like to
call, email or send a card to Jesse or Andre. We
wish both of them all the best during their
recovery as they will be in our thoughts and
prayers.

Jessie Uselton: 2690 Gleneagles Drive Tucker,
GA 30084, 770-938-3134,
dandlioncat@earthlink.net

Andre Everette: 5103 Micaela Way Duluth, GA
30096, 678-969-9424, dre08@mac.com

Rose Festival in Athens – On Oct 11 we will
have a rose display in Athens at the State
Botanical Garden. Members were encouraged to
bring their roses about 11:30 am to set up for a
non-judged show which will open about 12:00 pm
to the public with take-down between 3:30 and
4:00 pm. Rose arrangements are especially
welcome. The show is a joint effort between
Northeast Georgia Rose Society and Greater
Gwinnett Rose Society.
Nominating Committee During the October

meeting, our Nominating Committee, Nancy
Miller and Louise Stafford, reported on the
candidates for 2010. All of our current officers
have kindly agreed to serve a second term.
During the November meeting we will accept
nominations from the membership and vote. All
of the winners will be installed during the Holiday
party in December.
October Program –Our speaker was Bobbie
Reed, Master Rosarian, who spoke to us on
arranging roses. Prior to the meeting Bobbie
made available a variety of vases and arranging
containers from a former rose arranger of GARS.
During her presentation, she reviewed the
different types of arranging materials such as
kenzans, tape and picks and how to create a vase
from very common items in the home. Bobbie
then went over
some basic
techniques of
arranging and then
placed a vase with
wet oasis in front
of several members
and instructed them
to begin arranging.
It was lively time
with quite a few
comments and
suggestions flying. In the end, several attractive
arrangements had been created and we reviewed
the pluses and what could have been done in
addition or differently to make for a better
arrangement. I must say, as dumbfounded as I felt
with this huge block of oasis in front of me;
without the intimidation of it being judged for a
show, I actually was able to put an arrangement
together.
Oh, and Bill Belknap in regards to your
arrangement, it certainly left us all wanting more!

Do not watch the petals fall from the rose
with sadness, know that, like life, things

sometimes must fade, before they can bloom
again.” Unknown
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Greater Gwinnett Rose Society
2009 Membership Form

Due January 1st of each year

Name(s):__________________________________
__________________________________

Address:__________________________________
City:________________________ Zip:_________
Phone: (H)______________(W/C)_____________
E-mail:___________________________________

GGRS Membership Dues Categories:
$20.00 Per Household: ____________________
$15.00 Single Membership: ________________

I would prefer to receive the full-color Society
newsletter by _______E-mail, OR I would prefer
to receive the black & white newsletter by
_______U.S. Mail

Make checks payable to: “GGRS” and mail to:
Rosie Tripp, Treasurer
1220 Taramore Drive
Suwanee, GA 30024

GGRS Website: http://www.gwinnettrose.org

‘Cruenta’ Rose

BlushNoisette

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+), $59
Senior Joint, $10 Youth and a three-year
membership is $140 Individual. Membership
benefits include the bimonthly American Rose
Magazine, the American Rose Annual, and the
Handbook for Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors' Forum,
OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini/Mini-Flora Rose Bulletin,
and Rose Arranger's Bulletin, available free to members
on the ARS website to help you explore the world of
roses. ARS Website: www.ars.org
The DSD Bulletin is the quarterly publication of the
Deep South District of the ARS. E-mail subscriptions
are $10 per year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address:
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons Island,
GA 31522-1420.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org




