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From the President

Dear Fellow Rosarians

I hope everyone has been enjoying thefall season.
The temperatures were a littlewarmer than usual. It
has been nice to do many outdoor activities without
thethreat of rain. The downside of all thenice
weather isthelack of rain. | am sure everyoneis
doing all they can to abide by thetotal watering ban by
the respective countieswelivein. At the October
meeting members shared how they were conserving
water in order to keep their rosesliving.

Thelack of rain has certainly put a damper on the
fall rose shows. Let’s hopetheweather will changein
the months ahead for the better, and there will be great
rose shows next year.

Editor’s Note: Our November meeting has had to
be relocated due to last minute arrangements at
GJAC. Please check your email for an update on
location. We apologize for the last minute
notification. During the meeting we will have our
election of officersfor 2008. The date as presented by
the nominating committeeis President: Linda Bohne,
VicePresident: Don Schwarz, Treasurer: Kim Borland
and Secretary: Rosie Tripp. At that time any other
nominations of candidates from the floor will be
accepted. Then, wewill havethe official vote

Thisyear's Christmas Party will be hdd at 4:00
pm on Saturday, December 15th at Susan
Clingenpee!’ s home. More information regarding the
party will beinthe Decamber newsldter. Everyone
seemed to enjoy the ornament exchangelast year. So
let’s plan on having it again thisyear. Many stores
have started to put out their Christmas merchandise, so
in your shopping ventures, look for that special
exchange ornament.

Congratulations to Susan Clingenpeel’ s daughter,
Madison LeRoy, who was a blue ribbon winner in the
ARS 2007 Children's Essay Contest (American Rose,
Oct/Nov 2007, pg. 36).

Ryan Tilley will give the November program.

Y ou will not want to miss histalk with us about his
thoughts on current and future roses. Seeyou at the
November 6th meseting.

Linda Bohne, CR

GGRS November Meeting

Tuesday, November 6™, 7:00pm
Location To Be Announced
(Check for E-Mail Update)

Ryan Tilley/Election of GGRS Officers

For our November meeting, it istime to start thinking
about how our roses performed this year whilethey are
still fresh in our minds, about which ones we might
want to replace, and about which roses we might
chooseto replacethem with. Ryan Tilley will talk
with us about histhoughts on current and future roses.
Ryan is a Consulting Rosarian, a Master Gardener, a
former president of the Atlanta Rose Socidty, and
owner of Rose Gardens by Ryan, which he has
devdoped over thelast 15 years. His gardens have
been included on tours a number of times, induding
the Atlanta Botanical Gardens' Connoisseur Tour and
the 2000 ARS National Rose Show and Convertion
tour hddin Atlanta. Rose Gardens by Ryan currently
cares for more than 80 rose gardens in the metro
Atlantaarea. You can visit hiswebsite at
www.RoseGardensByRyan.com and view some of his
gardensonline Ryan has seen alot of weather
problems over the years, has seen roses come and go,
and has some thoughts about growing roses. He's
looking forward to next year and will talk with us
about current and future roses, as they are grown here
inthe Atlanta area.

Don Schwarz, CR
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How exciting, our youngest rosarian, Madison
LeRoy, daughter of Susan Clingenpeel and Bruce
LeRoy won a Blue Ribbon in the 2007 American
Rose Society Children’s Essay Contest!

Datesto Remember

Nov 6—Ryan Tilley on “ Currant and New
Roses’ /Election of 2008 GGRS officers

Dec 15—GGRS Annual Christmas Party at the home
of Susan Clingenped! starting at 4:00pm

Jan 1—Membership dues are due

Jan 8—GGRS Monthly Mesting

Dues Are Duel

As we look forward to the beginning of
a new year, it's time for everyone to
remember that dues for 2008 are due in
January. Dues are $15 for one person, or
$20 for two or more persons at the same
address. Elevated dues levels are always
welcome.

I you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS
Treasurer, Kim Borland, 6705 Mountain
Meadow Dr., Clermont, GA, 770-983-3609,
Kim.borland@med.va.gov.

Why I Love Roses

by Madison LeRoy, Age 6.

Bethlehem, GA
I love roses because my Mom

grew them with my Gran when she
was 6. I really like being with Gran in
her garden. I love the roses Ballerina
and St. Patrick. I have four great rose
friends. Their names are Paul,
Danielle, Mrs. Bobbie and Mr. Don. I
love my four great friends plus my
other friends in the ARS!

November Hospitality

Kim Borland will provide thismonth’s
refreshments. Remember, you need only bring the
food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates,
cups, forks, spoors, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.

November I|n the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Our severe drought continues although the
cool autumn weather isfinally upon us. Thereis
still time to enjoy those lagt few blooms and time
to review what happened in your garden thisyear
- what roses did well and those that did not.
Although winter iscoming, we still need to keep
up with spraying for fungal diseases.

Plant: The later part of November to Spring
isgenerally an excellent time to transplant roses
and plant bare root roses. However, with the
drought conditions | recommend putting off both
unless you have areliable legal source of water. If
you do have accessto water, be suretherose is
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dormant. For transplanting make sure we have
had several days of freezing nights to be sure the
rose isgoing dormant. For most years the end of
November and December isusually ok. If the rose
to be transplanted islarge, you should prune it
since the root structure of the transplanted rose
will not support all the canesand foliageit once
did. I would, however, leave 18 to 24 inches of
growth. You can prune it more at your annual
pruning time in late February or March.

Prune: We should have stopped pruning
towards the end of October and not even
deadhead our roses. Y ou can, of course, remove
diseased canes. Also, evaluate your roses for
canes, which could be damaged this coming
winter. You should wait until the cold has set in
and the roses are dormant or going dormant.

Fertilize: We should not fertilize our roses
until our annual pruning in February or March.
While we do not apply fertilizers, it isan excellent
time to apply lime. First determine the soil’s pH
using a pH meter or take a sampleto the
Extension Service for evaluation. Now isan
excellent time to apply lime as it takes several
monthsfor limeto migrate into the soil. If you
have clay soil, you may also wishto apply
gypsum, normally about a cup per average rose
with about athird of that for aminiature. If you
can, work these amendments into the top inch or
so of soil. Do this before you apply your mulch
for the winter to save the trouble of removing it.

Spray: Although cooler weather ishere, we
should still maintain our spray program for fungal
disease aslong as the roses are growing. As
always be sure to follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended, change and
wash thoroughly after spraying.

Water: Hopefully, our roses will receive
sufficient water to bring them through the winter
months.

Mulch: Thisyear mulching is extremely
important since it might be the one thing we do
which will take us through the winter and the start
of spring. If your soil ishard clay now, | highly

recommend using compost before applying the
top dressing of mulch. Worms will take the
compost down into the soil and help get the
nutrients to the roots and most importantly help to
aerate the soil. Towards the end of November
clean up the debris from around the roses. While
it isbest to remove the old mulch, it is not
required before applying compost and or mulch
for winter. Try and wait for the roses to go
dormant and for the soil to cool. Adding mulch
early will tend to keep the soil warm and we want
theroses to go into dormancy. Also, when you
mulch consider covering the rose to a depth of
several inches, but use aloose mulch such as pine
straw to alow air flow. Thiswill help prevent
disease. If you do not add several inches, you may
want to have mulch ready in case we get really
cold wesather (in the mid teens or lower) later into
winter. Thisisespecially true for grafted roses to
protect the bud union. For me, roses havediedin
the Spring when the weather starts to warm up
and the rose starts new growth and then we get
freezing weather that killsthe shrub. Thisisthe
most vulnerable time and the greatest need for
adequate mulch to cover the first 6-12 inches of
the rose.

Evaluate: Now isthe best time to assessthe
roses and other plants in your garden.

Rose of the Month

By Mandi Borland

My Mom likesroses. | think roses are pretty codl,
but my Momreally likes roses.

| especialy like the neat stuff roses can do. |
found out in Middle Schod if youtakearoseto a
teacher a couple of times, shes your friend for the
entire year, and shell let you sit anywherein the
classroom you want.

Then afew years later, | redly wanted my
boyfriend’s Mom to like me, so oneafternoon | cut a
bunch of my Mom's roses and took them to her. She
was so surprised !! And wasreally niceto me after
that.

| think it's neat too some of the cute names people



