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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The roses are glorious in the garden! The
cool nights help create amazing blooms and such
intense color. I have enjoyed the roses more than
ever this year. It has certainly been a busy fall
with our rose show and a long trip to Dallas for
the National Rose Show. I am ready for a break
to just stay home and enjoy the flowers. It is
important that we keep spraying until the first
heavy frost so the roses go into the winter healthy
with minimal disease. Once there have been
several frosts, I trim the taller reblooming roses

back by 1/3 so they will
not be damaged by
winter winds. In my
yard this generally
occurs around the 1st of
December. The garden
also receives a thorough
spraying with lime
sulfur spray. I clean my
sprayer and tools and

then gladly put the roses “to bed” and enjoy the
holiday season.

I would like to sincerely thank everyone for
all of their hard work on the rose show this
October. We had over 350 blooms (many more
than I expected). We had a good public turnout at
Bogan Park and have three new members! The
new photo contest added to our show and we had
around 30 entries, which is terrific for the first
year. I know the workload is great but the show
gives a unique opportunity to show the public our
national flower. I extend my deepest thanks to
everyone for the efforts to make this show
successful. The picnic sponsored by the Greater
Atlanta Rose society was a great addition. Henry
Everett and Jesse Usleton did a great job planning
this event. It was a treat for our members and
show participants to get to sit down with friends

after a hard morning of working at the show.
Remember our November meeting will be at

the Five Forks Trickum Library since the Justice
Center is in use on Election Day. We will have
our own election for officers for 2007. The slate
as presented by the nominating committee is
President: Linda Bohne, Vice-President: Don
Schwarz, Treasurer: Kim Boreland and Secretary:
Rani von Wurttemberg. We will accept any other
nominations of candidates from the floor then
have the official vote. Installation will take place
at our Christmas party on December 3rd.

The Christmas party will be held at 4:00 p.m.
Sunday December 3rd at Diane Snyder’s home.
Diane is a wonderful hostess and we always have
lots of wonderful rose fellowship. We will also
present the bronze medal for service at this
gathering.

Remember the Deep South Fall District
meeting and show will be held the weekend of
November 4-5th in Jacksonville, FL. Information
is available at deepsouthdistrict.org.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

November Meeting Update

Tuesday, November 7th

7:00 pm, Five Forks Trickum Library

Benefits of Mulching Materials
For the November program, a representative

from Luxury Landscapes will talk about the many
benefits of using mulching materials in our
gardens and will answer questions you may have
about mulching. The company is a family owned
business that has been selling high quality
landscaping materials in bulk since 1995. Please
join us to hear about different mulch options for
your gardens as you prepare your roses for the
winter season.
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REMINDER – The November meeting will be held at
the Five Forks Trickum Library, 2780 Five Forks
Trickum Road, Lawrenceville due to the Gwinnett
Justice and Administration Center being used for
Election Day.

Dates to Remember
November 7 – GGRS monthly meeting –

“Benefits of Mulching Materials” by
Luxury Landscapes. NOTE: Meeting
will be held at the Five Forks Trickum
Library

December 3— GGRS Christmas Party – 4:00
pm at Diane Snyder’s home

November Hospitality
Karen Eddy will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring
the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

Welcome New Members

A special welcome to our new members
Karen McIntire and Ram and Shashi Sidhaye.

We are very pleased to have all of you as a part of
our dynamic society. We look forward to seeing
you at the meetings and hope your association
with GGRS helps you grow in knowledge and
enjoyment of your roses. Please feel free to ask
us any questions you may have about growing
your roses.

A special note to new members: Please pick up a copy
of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society – The Basics of Rose

Culture For Our New Members manual from Linda Bohne at
your next meeting as we will not be mailing them.
This manual is packed with information on growing roses
especially in the South with our clay soil and humid weather.

November In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

The cool weather of autumn and with it
preparations for winter. There is still time to enjoy
those last few blooms, review what happened in
your garden this year such as which roses did well
and which did not. Although winter is coming, we
still need to keep up with watering and spraying
for fungal diseases.

Plant: The later part of November to spring is
an excellent time to transplant and plant bare root
roses. Be sure they are dormant. For transplanting
make sure we have had several days of freezing
nights to be sure the rose is going dormant. For
most years the end of November and December is
usually okay. If the rose to be transplanted is
large, you should prune it since the root structure
of the transplanted rose will not support all the
canes and foliage it once did. I would, however,
leave 18 to 24 inches of growth. You can prune it
more at your annual pruning time in late February
or March.

Prune: We should have stopped pruning
towards the end of October; we should not even
deadhead our roses. You can, of course, remove
diseased canes. Also, evaluate your roses for
canes that could be damaged this coming winter.
You should wait until the cold has set in and the
roses are dormant or going dormant before
reducing them in height.

Fertilize: We should not fertilize our roses
until our annual pruning in February or March.
While we do not apply fertilizers, it is an excellent
time to apply lime. First determine the soil pH
using a pH meter or by taking a sample to the
Extension Service for evaluation. Now is an
excellent time to apply lime as it takes several
months for lime to migrate into the soil. If you
have clay soil, you may also wish to apply
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gypsum as well. For gypsum, normally about a
cup per average rose with about a third of that for
a miniature. If you can, work these amendments
into the top inch or so of soil. Do this before you
apply your mulch for the winter to save the
trouble of removing it.

Spray: Although cooler weather is here, we
should still maintain our spray program for fungal
disease as long as the roses are growing. As
always, be sure to follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a

respirator is highly
recommended.
Change and wash
thoroughly after
spraying.

Water: Roses
still require
adequate moisture
to prevent
dehydration. If you
do not receive
sufficient rain, you
should still water
your roses. Since
the rose is not
growing, we do not
need as much. I

Best in Show, Diane Snyder’s
Gartendirektor Otto Linne

recommend about a third of the rose’s normal
water needs while it is growing. With mulched
roses you can reduce the amount by watering less
often, but still watering deeply.

Mulch: Towards the end of November, clean
up the debris from around the roses. While it is
best to remove the old mulch, it is not required
before applying the mulch for winter. Try and
wait for the roses to go dormant and for the soil to
cool. Adding mulch early will tend to keep the
soil warm and we want the roses to go into
dormancy. Also, when you mulch consider
covering the bud union to a depth of several
inches. Use a loose mulch such as pine straw to
allow some airflow. This will help prevent
disease. If you do not mulch 6-8 inches, you may

want to have mulch ready in case we get really
cold weather (in the mid teens or lower) later into
winter. This is especially true for grafted roses to
protect the bud union. For me, the most likely
time a rose is killed is in the spring. The weather
starts to warm up, the rose starts new growth and
we get freezing weather, which kills the shrub.
This is the most vulnerable time and the greatest
need for adequate mulch to cover the first 6-12
inches of the rose.

Evaluate: Now is the best time to assess the
roses and other plants in your garden. It is also a
good time to prepare new beds or expand existing
beds. Unless really cold/freezing weather is
forecast or the soil is wet, it is an excellent time to
plant dormant roses. Roses grown in a greenhouse
should be planted in mid to late March; planting
them during the cold weather could easily kill
them, as they are not acclimated to the cold. Think
about some of the roses you saw at the Rose Show
or in your favorite rose catalog to either replace or
add to your garden.

Ready For Winter?
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

“Now I lay me down to sleep
I pray the cold won't bite my feet
If I should die before I wake
I curse that dirty rotten snake
Who didn't cover all my roots
Must of thought I wore snow boots!”

– N H Miller
Autumn is truly here, with crisp temperatures

and big, glorious roses. But that means winter
can't be far behind. What shall we do to protect
our babies from the ravages of winter?

We still have plenty of time to plan, without
rushing into action. First, by late October we
should already have stopped fertilizing our roses –
nitrogen now would only stimulate late-fall
growth that will be damaged by freezing
temperatures. And we need to stop deadheading.
There's no problem with cutting blooms for
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bouquets, but leave a few rose hips on your
bushes, to remind them that they've done their
work for the season, and that it's time to slow
down for winter. Keep your roses well watered –
roses pump water out through their leaves to cope
with cold, then need to replenish that moisture at
the roots when temperatures warm, so dry roots
can be as damaging as low temperatures. And if
you've been spraying fungicides, try to continue –
a healthy plant is more likely to survive the
ravages of winter. Purists will want to remove all
dead leaves from the bushes and the ground
around them.

Meanwhile, collect some soil samples from
various areas of your garden (and pots!) and take
them to the Cooperative Extension office in
Lawrenceville for a soil test. UGA will give you
not only pH readings, but also information on
various nutrients in your soil like phosphorus,
potassium, calcium, and magnesium, which will
help guide your fertilizing for the next year. If
your pH is below 6.5-6.8, now is a great time to
add lime, so the soil will be ready for next year's
growing season.

Next, wait for the first couple of freezes of the
season – we're talking here about temperatures
below 30° – historically, they will come in mid to
late November. After these freezes, the soil
temperature will have cooled, and our roses will
be heading for dormancy. After Thanksgiving,
you can trim tall bushes (hybrid teas) to about 4'
tall – this reduces the damage to the roots that
could be caused by the tops of the bushes
whipping around in winter winds, and is late
enough in the season that it won't stimulate more
growth. This shouldn't be a hard pruning; we'll
save that for late February.

Next, it's time to get out there with some
mulch to prepare your babies for winter's cold
temperatures and those even more damaging,
drying winds. Curiously, the mulch is designed to
keep the roses cool, not warm, so wait until it's
getting cold to apply it. The roses that will need
this protection the most are those that are grafted
– you know, with the extra knot just above ground

level, or even several inches above, where the Dr.
Huey or Fortuniana rootstock is joined to the
good rose variety above. Pile mulch 6-12" above
the graft, and be sure the overall layer of mulch is
at least 4" thick across the root zone for your rose.
You can just pour it over the center of the bush, or
you can build a collar out of wire or newspaper to
contain the deepest part of the mulch.

What kind of mulch? This is one of those
areas where everyone has a different opinion. For
starters, it should be an organic product – wood
chips, bark, compost, manure, or pine straw will
all work, or even ground leaves or garden soil (not
from around the roses!), but those processed
rubber mulches from recycled tires aren't
appropriate. In time, the mulch you add now will
break down and feed your rose through another
growing season, so make it something nutritious!
I've heard purists insist that small pine-bark
nuggets are the best for protecting a grafted rose,
because they are less likely to hold too much
moisture at the graft – it sounds like a good
theory, but just do something!

Now, for those of us with special-needs
roses….

The hardest roses to manage are tree roses
(standards). Since these roses have a graft several
feet above ground, it's hard to mound mulch high
enough to protect it. One option is to pot it up and
move it into your garage or cool basement for the
winter (don't
forget to
water!), or
even just for
the coolest
nights. If it's
in the ground,
consider
wrapping the
bush with

Susan Clingenpeel’s photo of Sparrieshoop,
first Best Photo for GGRS/NGRS Show

building insulation batts, foil side out, or use a tall
wire cage filled with leaves; remember, there's
also a graft at ground level, which needs
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It doesn’t have a lot of petals and it doesn’t
always last very long in the vase or on the bush.
But there are blooms on the bush throughout
the growing season. I am not talking about a flush
here or a flush there. It always has blooms open
and buds about to open. It is one of the first in my
garden to bloom in the spring and one of the last
to give it up for winter.

The color – oh that brilliant clear white. I
can’t think of another rose that is so pure white
and stays pure white throughout the bloom cycle.
I don’t ever remember it being spotted with thrips
or rain damage. I don’t ever remember it having
black spot. I don’t ever remember it being cursed
by the botrytis blight. Believe me, I give it every
opportunity in the world to display any one of
these maladies. The foliage stays clean. The
blooms stay clean.

Iceberg is readily available from most of the
well-known rose purveyors. It also comes in a
climbing form but I am unfamiliar with the
growing habits of the climber. If you have a little
room left in your rose garden or even in your
landscape somewhere, why not give Iceberg a try.
I think you will warm up to it like I did!

First Experiences, or just

plain WOW!
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

Oh, what a beautiful rose show it was. The
cooler days of fall certainly brought out the
intense colors and large blossoms of our roses.
We had 30 exhibitors with over 360 entries in
Horticulture, 16 Arrangements and over 15 Photo
entries!

The 2006 GGRS/NGRS Fall Rose Show
brought out the best in many exhibitors. Some of
them had First Experiences. These people won
in classes they had never received a blue ribbon or
even entered before. It was a thrill to see their
responses when they were informed or walked up
to the Head Table to see for themselves. The
Firsts warmed the room and filled all of us with

excitement and pride. I asked several people to
tell us how their
First Experience
felt so those of you
who couldn’t make
it to the show could
catch the moment.

Linda Bohne,
Queen of Show with
Louise Estes:
“Absolutely
speechless. I never
thought I would
exhibit a rose that
would be chosen by
the judges for the
Queen of Show. I
feel extremely Linda Bohne with her first

honored to be included Queen of Show, Louise Estes

with the many exhibitors who have won this
award before me.”
Louise Stafford, Cosper and Exer Nash Trophy
with Iceberg and Lavaglut: “When GGRS had
our first rose show, back in 1999 I think, I put in
the Nash Memorial Award in memory of my
grandparents, Cosper and Exer Nash. Both were
born and raised in Gwinnett County. Cosper was
born in a house on Five Forks Trickum and
shortly after, moved into a house the family built
right here where I live now. Exer was born and
raised in Grayson. They both loved to garden.
Exer's favorite color was red - Granddaddy was
even a redhead. So she always had red roses. It is
a southern tradition that on Mother's Day, if ones
mother is alive; you wear a red rose. If ones
mother has passed on, you wear a white rose.
Exer's mother died when she herself was a young
mother so she always grew a white rose to wear
on Mother's Day. I have a cutting taken from both
her red and white roses. When I created this
award, I designated that the flowers had to be red
or white or a red and white blend. There had to be
at least one red and one white. I have always
wanted to win the award. I have entered it often
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but never won. I have always heard nice
comments about the entries for the award; the
color combination does make for a striking vase
of roses. This year I did not have very many roses.
But I had a lot of Iceberg and I figured I would
have some red roses. So I set it as my goal for this
show to win the Nash Award. It was the only
thing I really wanted to win. You can imagine
how excited I was when I did.”
Bill Belknap, John Griner Small Gardens
Challenge with Heritage: “I felt honored to
receive this award in John's memory. John was a
very kind, generous rosarian who always lent a
hand. He helped many of us become better
rosarians and generously provided roses to many
helping to brighten their day. My hope is that we
will have more winners to carry on a tradition of
having many more rosarians.”
Bobbie Reed, Mini-Flora Princess of Show with
Louisville Lady: “After 8 years of exhibiting, I
never expected to win anything in the "regular"
rose classes. The closest I'd ever gotten was #11
when the court was 10 roses. So I'm very pleased
to win a Princess this year. Dumb luck comes
through again!”

Danielle Miller,
Youth with
Rainbow’s End: “I
was excited I won the
cookie jar!”
Cindy Dale, Judges
Specimen with
Denali: “The whole
day at the
GGRS/NGRS Rose
Show was magical for
me. Judging my first
rose show (as an

Danielle Miller with her very first
rose exhibited and her Youth
Certificate for Rainbow’s End

Apprentice) was the realization of a goal that I
have had for several years. I'm so glad that it
happened when I was with so many of my good
friends from GGRS and NGRS! A few days prior
to the show I was kidding that I hoped to win a

Judges' Entry certificate because it was one of the
few that I didn't have yet. The fact that I did win
the single stem judges' class (actually, it was a tie
with Stephen Hoy) at your show on my first try
was amazing to me and just made the day more
special. I want to thank the show committee for
their hospitality and compliment them on putting
on a well-run, high quality show.”
Linda and Walt Reed, Judges Collection with
Moonstone, Paradise, Gemini, Raphaela, Vino
Rossi, Touch of Class, Marco Polo, American
Hero, Helen Naude: “It was a pleasure to do our
first apprentice judging at your Rose Show among
familiar faces and friends along with the warm
hospitality of the two societies. Your breakfast
buffet was delicious. This was our first time
entering in a Judge's Class. It was indeed a thrill
to receive three blue ribbons and then have one of
the entries make the Trophy Table. This was our
first Judge's Certificate so it will always be
special.”
Henry Everett, Mary Coleman Trophy with
Cotton Candy Arrangement featuring In the
Mood, Miss All-American Beauty, Mr. Lincoln,
Sweet Surrender, Garden Party and Moonstone:
“I have entered arrangements often, and received
not much attention from them; so I was really
pleased this one won an award. To begin with, I
read the schedule and, as it said, tried to grade the
colors from dark at the bottom to light on the top,
and I tried to leave space around each bloom.
Then one of the Judges took me by the hand and
said, I can see you read the rules; and things
would look a bit better if you were not so obvious.
Then, she moved a bloom or two to show me what
she meant. By golly, it did look better. I would
never have learned that if I had not stuck my neck
out one more time.”
Susan Clingenpeeel, Mini Queen of Show with
Doris Morgan and Best Photo with Sparrieshoop:
“Nancy Miller asked for opinions on what makes
for a “special” win at a rose show and which one
was memorable at the GGRS/NGRS show.
Although I am always thankful and appreciative
of any win, two wins were especially fulfilling at
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a number of outstanding entries. The queen was a
beautiful St. Patrick bloom.

We went to sleep at 9 p.m. after an early
dinner. Dallas chose to break its summer drought
of 2006 Sunday, the day of the garden tours.
Madison went to the aquarium with a friend while
Bruce and I braved the rain. We went to the
Dallas Arboretum which was outstanding. The
rose garden consisted of primarily OGR’s and
shrubs. It was located in the Women’s garden (a
section designed, maintained, and sponsored by a
group of 600 women). The roses were in
excellent health and blooming well. We then
ventured to two lovely private gardens that
featured exhibition roses. The hybrid teas were
quite vigorous despite the drought conditions.
The final garden was quite an estate. It was a
mansion on 5 meticulously maintained acres of
gardens. The yard would put most arboretums to
shame. Highlights included the rose garden, the
Japanese maple garden, a koi pond and a garden
train. The rain came down hardest here but it
didn’t stop me from trekking all around to check
out all the plants. We returned in time for
committee meetings. We had a lot of good ideas
at the judging committee meeting (that’s for
another article). We had dinner with rose friends
and then prepared for the long drive home. It was
a wonderful weekend and I feel very blessed to
have had such a great time with my family and
friends.
Editor’s Note: Congratulations Susan and Madison on
your Dallas Nationals wins. We are quite proud of both
of you. You have represented yourselves and our society
so well!

Susan’s: Miniature/Mini-Flora Challenge Classes: 5 AOE
Winners: This is the Day, Doris Morgan, Sweet Caroline,
Michel Cholet, Baby Boomer; Stages of Bloom: Doris Morgan;
3 Sprays: Green Ice. Hybrid Tea Spray: Gemini. Dowager
Queen: Souv. de la Malmaison, Modern Shrub: Sally Holmes,
Miniatures Court of Honor: Breath of Spring, Founder's
Pride.
Madison’s: Miniatures Court of Honor: Soroptimist
International. Youth Classes: HT/Gr: Touch of Class.
Floribunda: Playboy, Miniature/Mini-Flora: Soroptimist
International, Youth Challenge: Guy de Maupassant.

“I once had a rose named after me and I
was very flattered. But I was not pleased
to read the description in the catalogue: no
good in a bed, but fine up against a wall.”

Eleanor Roosevelt

Just a Note: On Friday, October 13 th, my computer was
struck by the GGRS Newsletter Editor’s Curse and crashed
for its final time. A wake was held and a new computer was
purchased. Not being a computer wiz, the setup was less
than glorious or quick. And of course, there was new
software to be learned. So if you notice stranger than usual
things in your newsletter, I’m blaming it on the new
computer!!! To happier days.

Nancy

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000,
Shreveport, LA 71130, phone 318-
938-5402. Annual dues are $37 or
$34 for those 65 or older; a three-
year membership is $100. Associate
membership for the spouse of a
regular member is $10. Membership benefits
include the American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and
Rose Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each
for the other three), to help you explore the world
of roses. ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-
winning quarterly publication of the Deep South
District of the ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per
year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address: Jim &
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons
Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org


