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From the President
Hi!

Have you been spending alittle moretimein
your rose garden since the temperatures have fallen
abit? Now is such anicetime to work on roses.
Hopefully, you are seeing alot of new growth on
them because you cut them back last month. There
should be awhole new flush of bloomswell on the
way.

Coming on Sunday, October 11, isour Rose
Festival that we share with the Northeast Georgia
Rose Society. The Festival is at the State Botanical
Gardens this year and our goal isto introduce as
many people as possible to roses. Look for more
information inside. And, remember, bring your
favorite roses to show off and talk about.

At our September meeting our Nominating
Committee was established to develop candidates
for 2010. Nancy Miller and Louise Stafford will be
making sure that all our positions are full. So, when
they call on you, be nice and say “yes’.

Plus, DSD has an event coming up, the Fall
Convention and Rose Show on October 16-18 in
Tallahassee, FL. Thisis another funtime, with an
arrangements class on the afternoon of the 16", a
rose show and speakers on the 17". And there are
tours of members rose gardens on the morning of
the 18". These meetings are always a delight as you
meet old friends and make new ones.

See you October 6!

Don Schwarz, CR

GGRS October Meeting

Tuesday, October 1, 7:00pm
Gwinnett Co. Fire Station # 9, 1900 Five
Forks Trickum Road, Lawrenceville

Arranging Roses

Just in time for the October Rose Festival.

| had decided several months back to be
sureand plan a program for our October meeting's
topic Arranging Roses.

So, | began pondering "who is atop notch
arrangement expert?’

And it came to mel!!

Look no further than our own membership!
Our very own Bobbie Reed will give us a hands
on lesson on how to make the perfect
arrangement.

So, look around your storage room and find a
container you think would be suitable, nothing too
big, maybe a 6 inch opening.

Go out and cut your best blooms, add some
greenery from anything else you have in the
garden, throw in acouple of other types of blooms
as accentsif you like, and bring those and your
clippers to the meeting on Oct. 6. Bobbie will
share her expertise, give advice and answer any
guestions - no matter how stupid they may seem,
Trust me, | know from experience.

Looking forward to seeing everybody.

Kim Borland, CR

Please Note: Our October 6th
meeting will be held at Gwinnett Co.
Fire Station #9, 1900 Five Forks
Trickum Road, L awrenceville
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Datesto Remember

October 6—Rose Society M eeting—Arranging
Roses with Bobbie Reed, at the Gwinnett Co.
Fire Station #9, 1900 Five Forks Trickum Rd.,
L awrenceville at 7:00pm

October 11—NGRS/GGRS Rose Festival at the State
Botanical Garden of Georgiain Athens

October 16-18—DSD Convention & Rose Show,
Tallahassee, FL. Rick Thomas, 800-234-9536.
rthomas@rose.net

November 3—Rose Society Meeting

November 11-15—2009 ARS Fall National
Conference & Rose Show, Pam Springs, CA.
Cliff Orent. cliff @clifforent.com

Please seethe ARS website www.ars.org for
additional Eventsto Come.

November Hospitality

Kim Borland will provide this month’s
refreshments Remember, you need only bring
thefood. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

We need a volunteer or volunteers to
provide refreshments for November.

Please contact Diane Snyder if you can
provide this service to the society!!!

2010 Officer Nominations

The GGRS nominating committee members
for the 2010 Officers are Nancy Miller and Louise
Stafford. They are asking for any candidates
interested in representing GGRS in one of the
many offices of the society to contact them. Any
volunteers plus those current officers who agreeto
serve a second term will be up for election at our
November 3" meeting.

Y ou may contact Nancy at 770-963-6490 or e-
mail her at 2manyroses@bellsouth.net and L ouise
at 770-985-6014 or e-mail her at
roseylou@earthlink.net.

October inthe Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Hopefully, your home and garden did not
receive damage from the recent floods. Cooler
weather has returned and should help produce
great blooms on many of our rosesin the coming
weeks. It's a'so now time to assess our garden and
look at what we would like to add or change and
to cut the beautiful blooms for your friends and
home and, of course, the Rose Festival, Oct 11, at
the State Botanical Garden in Athens.

Prune: We need to stop pruning in early
October. Pruning encourages the rose to put on
new growth and with winter approaching most
new growth will be killed by the freezing weather.
Continue to prune diseased and dead canes,
crossing canes should also be removed or cut back
especiadly if they could be whipped around in the
wind during the winter.

Fertilize: You can fertilize your roses with
liquid fertilizers about every two weeks, but only
through mid October because winter is
approaching. Do not apply dry fertilizers aswe
need to stop encouraging growth.

Spray: Continue to maintain your spray
program for fungal disease. Blackspot is still
present and powdery mildew can occur with
cooler weather. Also, watch out for thrips
especialy in your yellow or paler roses. Thrips
can be treated with Insecticidal soap, Cygon or
Orthene, every two to three days until they are
under control. As always be sure to follow the
manufacturer’ s directions and wear the proper
clothing. Using arespirator is highly
recommended, change and wash thoroughly after
spraying.

Water : Our roses are still growing and,
therefore, still need adequate moisture. If the rains
continue we may not have to water, but keep in
mind roses need about an inch of rain during the
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growing season. If you do not receive sufficient
rain, you should provide needed moisture, about
2-3 gallons for small roses and 4-5 gallons for
larger roses such as hybrid teas. Thiswill aso
help insure the rose is ready for winter. When
watering, always water well and avoid just
sprinkling your garden. Note that many roses will
easily survive on less water, though they may not
bloom as much.

Observe: Thisisagreat time of year as our
roses put on the last show before winter. Look
over your garden and see what you like and don't
like and what needs changing. - Don't forget the
Rose Festival. Even if you do not bring any roses
stop by to see all the beautiful roses as you may
get to see something you would like in your own
garden.

Let’s Play With Our Roses!

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

We' ve worked hard all spring and fall to
make our roses look beautiful, now it'stimeto
take advantage of the fall blooms, and have fun.

When first started growing roses, | had a
hard time putting more than one rose in avase and
having it look good. One rose was aways too
high, or flopping to one side. Even with one
bloom, the stem was often too short, too long, or
bent to one side. What's a proud rose-mamato
do? Eventually, with much help and guidance
from my friend Mary Coleman, | began to learn a
few tricks for making the roses look better. |
started going to arrangements workshops and
schools. Much later, | started entering
arrangementsin rose shows. Andif | can do it,
believe me; any of you can, too. So herearea
few tips for rose arranging.

Probably the first consideration is a proper
container for your roses. That could be atypical
bud vase, a basket (with plastic lining) or bowl, a
fancy vase, or something you’ ve disguised for the
purpose— like the plastic top of an aerosol can or
amargarine container, spray-painted to a neutral
color. I'vefound that the typical narrow vase
opening (say, 1-2") is very hard to work with, so

if 1 want an arrangement to look good, I'll go for a
container with a4” or larger opening that | can
use with Oasis. Also, you don’t want the
container to overpower the flowersin the
arrangement; if it’s shiny, dull it down with
hairspray. Don't use clear containers; stems and
mechanics are distracting. And think about
matching the style of the container to the style of
the design (i.e., don’t use an angular, modern
container for atraditional mass design).

Balance and proportion are always a big deal
in flower arranging, so remember this rule of
thumb — the overall arrangement should be 2% to
3timesastal asthevase. If you'reusing alow,
wide container, the arrangement should be maybe
twice astall asthe sum of the width and height of
thecontainer. And yes, that makes the “roundy-
moundy”, Martha Stewart-style arrangement too
short. Another handy guide—if you're working
in adefined space (like aniche in aflower show),
the overall arrangement should fill (but never
overflow) the space, and the container should
occupy no more than one-third of the height.

There are a number of items you can use to
assist in holding your flowers where you want
them. There are kenzans (needle holders), and the

Arrangements accessories can include
(clockwise from lower left) floral tape,
candlestick adaptor (to hold oasis), finger
vase, marbles, floral clay, hairpin frog, floral
picks, glass frog, various sized kenzans.
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related hairpin holders. There are glass frogs, and
special “finger” vases that hold flowers
individually. There are also wire cages and other
goodies (all are sold on E-bay, but | prefer garage
saleprices). They al have their uses, but the most
versatile seems to be Oasis. Thisis the wet foam
product (styrofoam isn’t good for fresh roses).
Oasis cannot be reused, but it’s not expensive;
find it in craft stores and at Wal-Mart.

To use Oasis, you have to soak it in water
first. The proper way to do thisistofloat itina
deep bowl of water. Don’t pour water on top of it,
and don’t force it underwater; if you do, you'll
wind up with dry spotsin the center. Onceit has
sunk in the bowl, it’sready to use. Carveit gently
to fit your container. Use waterproof floral tape
to anchor it to the container, and fill the container
with water, so that the water in the Oasisis
replenished.

Then you'reready to add flowers. First,
you'll need to de-thorn the roses, so they don't
break up the Oasis. There sanifty thorn stripper
that does this, but with most roses you can aso
bend athorn sideways and snap it off without
stabbing yourself. Then, be sure the base of each
rose stemiscut at adiagonal, to make it easier to
insert it into the Oasis. If you find you' ve inserted
the stem too far, pull it all the way out, recut the
stem, and make anew hole with the stem. Don’t
run the stem all the way through and out of the
Oasis, because then it won't get any water.

To use akenzan, first attach it to the container
with floral clay. Then fill the container with
water, and start adding flowers. Inthis case,
insert the flower straight down between needles,
then bend it gently to the right angle for your
arrangement. If the flower stem istoo small to be
positioned securely, try sliding it inside alarger,
hollow stem (like a chrysanthemum) first.

All plant materialsin your arrangement should
be fresh and well conditioned. | usually cut them
outdoors, and soak them in water until I’'m ready
to use them. You want roses with long, strong
stems. Filler and line material should also be
freh. Garden club arrangers are taught that roses
are always formal, and should be matched with

other “formal” plant material. Of course, they
usually seeflorists' roses; we, on the other hand,
know that the many forms of roses give us alot of
opportunity to blend plant material pleasingly.

For arose show the roses must be the dominant
floral element in the arrangement, so you
wouldn’t want to mix roses with big sunflowers or
bright zinnias or others that will distract from the
roses. Also, some plantsdon’t coexist well with
othersin an arrangement — daffodils, for instance,
will prematurely cause roses in the same container
towilt. Experiment with combinationsto see
what works for you.

Line material and filler are always a challenge
for me. Look around your yard to seewhat’s
interesting. Thistime of year, line materials
might be branches of beautyberry, holly, or
dogwood with berries; vines are good; ginger lily
can work, and so can foliage like aspidistraor iris
or equisetum. For filler, look for small flowers,
especially starry-shaped ones, like asters or
goldenrod. Don't forget to observe what’s
growing along the side of theroad. “Roadsidia’
materials can be wonderful in the autumn. Maybe
you'll even want to add food items.

Once you know what plants you' re working
with, you may need to groom or manipul ate your
materials. Any foliage that will be below the
water line should be removed, sinceit will only
rot. Y ou may need to strengthen stems or stiffen
foliage, and you can use wire and floral tape for
that. You may need to extend stems, and there are
wooden picks with wire, or bamboo skewers that
will help you do that. For arose show, remember
to clean al plant materials; for show or home, you
might want to remove less-than-perfect foliage so
it doesn’t distract. Then think about thinning any
other material you'reusing. Remove little side-
branches, or even every other leaf, to make the
design look airier and cleaner. For amodern
design, you can really go crazy distorting the plant
materials for an “ abstract” 1ook.

At our October meeting, we'll be playing with
our roses to turn them into interesting
arrangements. Bring some roses and some line
and filler material. Bring a couple of containers



October 2009 S

and other equipment you'd like to try out —it
doesn’t have to be fancy to work well. Bring
some blunt-tipped scissors, but nothing sharp that
will upset the security folks. Kimand | will be
bringing some containers to share, and some
Oasis, so everyone can participate.

Are you ready to play?

THE NGRS/GGRS
ROSE Festiwval

Itistimefor ALL NGRS and GGRS members
to start planning for our annual offering to the
public for rose education. This year, we will be
doing something different from the usual 2 day,
judged show. We will be having a*Rose Festival”
at the State Botanical Garden on Sunday, October
11 in the Conservatory from 12 noon to 4pm.
Roses will be on display from our members- or
any community rose growersthat wish to display.
Roses will be grouped according to class- hybrid
tea, floribunda, 3 shrub, etc, with the variety, class
and if possible, date of introduction. NO judging
will be done, except of the possibility of visitor's
favorite, most fragrant (by visitors) and favorite
arrangement.

This means that you don’t to have toworry
about afew holes in leaves, blooms that are not
exhibition perfect. We just want to show roses or
as many varieties aspossible!! Certainly, we hope
for the healthiest specimens- but without the
pressure of polishing leaves, trimming edges of f
leaves etc. Yes, we do want arrangements- but
again, you do not have to declare what style- no
restrictions asto size, other materials, etc.
Remember, the public LOVES roses. We want to
show them that lovely roses CAN be grown in
Athens and surrounding areas. During the display,
wewill be encouraging members to talk with the
public to answer questions about growing and
enjoying our favorite flower.

Therewill be several educationa displays
about varieties of roses, amendments for soil,
products for fertilizer and disease, planting roses,
pruning roses. We also will have roses from

Chamblee Roses for sale.

Likea*“real” show, we will have aquick set
up with covered tables. Vases will beprovided for
the roses, both standard and miniature or mini-
flora. Standard tags will be provided for the public
to read information. Roses will be placed in the
appropriate category on the tables between 11 am
and 12 noon. At noon, the public can begin to
enjoy the display.

We (NGRS) will be discussing the details at
the September 17 meeting- and tags for roseswill
be available. PLEASE help make thisevent a
success EVERY member should be able to bring
at least 1 or 2 rosesto share!!

Taken from The Classic Rose, Newsletter of the
Northeast Georgia Rose Society, September,
2009 edition

Note to GGRS members:
Volunteers are needed for the Rose

Festival to provide refreshments,
expertise and hospitality to our guests
in addition to a number of other
positions. Please come to the GGRS

meeting on October 61 to find out where
you can lend a hand. We all share a
love of roses, let's show that to the
public who come to the Rose Festival!

In Memoriam
Ralph Moore, DHM

By Dr. Tommy Cairns

Sadly, the rose world has lost one of its finest
champions. Ralph Moore passed away on
Monday, September 14th 2009 at the age of 102.
Universally acclaimed throughout the world
as" The Father of Modern Miniature Roses’, for
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his herculean contributions the devel opment of
modern miniature roses. There can be no doubt
that the palette of colors and diversity we all enjoy
today are attributable to Ralph Moore.

All literary attempts to sum up this diversity
and depth of Ralph Moore' s contributions to the
development of modern miniatures have always
lacked several necessary ingredients for his great
success- human perseverance, overwhelming
desire, persistence and above al else thetalent to
dream. Raph Moore was often compared to the
great musical composers- he has brought to life
many great compositions that will transcend the
rigorsof time. Hisplacein rose history iswell
deserved. His modest character, however, will
only admit to having played a significant role.
Miniature rose enthusiasts from all over the world
will mourn his passing but will be constantly
reminded of hislifetime of achievements every
time they walk in the rose garden of life.

And The Winners Are...

Voting for the American Rose Society triennial
election closed at noon on July 31. We' ve been
waiting with bated breath to hear who won. Here
arethe results:

Jeff Wyckoff, our current VP, will automatically
move up to be President.

Thereal race was for Vice President, and the
votes were:

Jolene Adams 878

Robert ‘Bob’ Martin, Jr. 875

Wow! What a difference three votes make! | hope
you all voted.

Ed Griffith was elected, unopposed, as our
Director for Region 3.

And then we have the Deep South District race for
District Director. Votes were:

LeeHale71

Karen Prevatt 212

Our congratulations go out to the winners.

September Meeting Recap
By Henry Everett, Consulting Rosarian

Call to Order - The President, Don Schwarz,
brought the meeting to order.

American Rose Society- ARS has a specia deal
for new members.

Bobbex — Don gave away some bottles of a Deer
repellant called Bobbex donated by Wendy Tilley.
Therecipients will report on the effectiveness of
the product.

Rose Show in Athens—On Oct 11 we will have a
rose display in Athensat the State Botanical
Garden. Bring your roses about 11:00 AM to set

up for a non-judged show which will open about
12:00 PM and close about 4:00PM. Rose
arrangements are especialy welcome. The show
isajoint effort between Northeast Georgia Rose
Society and Greater Gwinnett Rose Society.
Sara and Al Coleman announced they have a
new grandbaby.

September Program —Our speaker was Jall€el
Tomminga, Master Gardener with

Gwinnett County who spoke to us on organic
gardening alternatives. He encouraged usto
explore our options to a more natural approach to
gardening instead of using those costly and
noxious chemicals. He said gardenfertilizers are
salts that can burn the roots, kill soil microbes and
worms. Garden fertilizers get into our waterways
causing algae and dead zones of depleted oxygen.
He recommends an organic approach of compost,
mulch and humus. Instead of chemical pesticides
he encourages handpicking bugs, encouraging
birds and beneficial insects. He recommends
interplanting the roses with herbs. Plant with
wildlife in mind. See your whole yard as an
ecosystem.

October program —will be having a hands-on
workshop on arrangements. Bobbie Reed wants us
to bring roses and vases so she can lead us
through making an arrangement.
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The

Whatever a man's age, he can reduce it
several years by putting a bright-colored
flower in his buttonhole.

Mark Twalin

What’s in Your Garden?
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

Do you ever wonder what else your fellow
Rosarians grow? Bill Stafford has a passion for
hostas, Don Schwarz and Bill Belknap rescue
Georgianative plants, Kim Borland’ s husband
L ouie grows an awesome vegetable garden,
sometimes referred to as a“wildlife buffet” for al
their many wild critters and Henry Everett grows
totally awesome dahlias among other unique
plants. And those arejust the few that cometo
my mind.

Rani von Wurttemberg sent me afew pictures
of her recent harvest. Asyou might guess, there's
something hot in the bunch! She hasin the top
row 28 and 23 |b pumpkins with afew karilee on
top of them. On the bottom row left is abowl of
bight yellow, red and green habanera peppers and
the pretty red peppers on the right are cherry
peppers. Something tells me don't let that sweet
name fool you. Rani uses these peppers for
pickling or making American pepper sauce. | bet
she could kill amound of fire ants with afew
drops of her sauce!

Send me pictures of your “other” interests.
We'd love to know; “ what’ s growing in your
garden’ ?

Greater Gwinnett Rose Society

2009 Membership Form
Due January 1% of each year

Name(s):

Address:

City: Zip:
Phone: (H) (W/C)
E-mail:

GGRS M ember ship Dues Categories:
$20.00 Per Household:
$15.00 Single Member ship:

| would prefer to receivethefull-color Society
newsletter by E-mail, OR | would prefer
to receivethe black & white newsletter by

U.S. Mail

M ake checks payableto: “GGRS’ and mail to:
Rosie Tripp, Treasurer
1220 Taramore Drive
Suwanee, GA 30024

GGRSWebsite: http://www.gwinnettrose.org

Additional Rose Resources

American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+), $59
Senior Joint, $10 Y outh and a three-year
membership is $140 Individual. Membership
benefitsinclude the bimonthly American Rose
Magazine the American Rose Annual, and the
Handbook for Selecting Roses.

The American Rose Society also publishesfour
specidty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors Forum,
OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini/Mini-Flora Rose Bulletin,
and Rose Arranger's Bulletin, available free to members
on the ARS website to help you explore the world of
roses. ARS Website: www.ars.org

TheDSD Bulletin isthe quarterly publication of the
Deep South District of the ARS. E-mail subscriptions
are $10 per year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address:
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons Island,
GA 31522-1420.

DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org




