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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

It’s my favorite time in the garden. The
cooler day and night temperatures that fall brings
make the color intense and the blooms large. If
you want to share the lovely roses, which are
blooming in your yard, there’s no better
opportunity than at our rose show Saturday,
October 7th at Bogan Park in Buford. This event
is great for the public
to see all the
varieties available
and for us to recruit
new members
interested in roses.
We will have
classes for novice
exhibitors who have
never won a blue
ribbon in both the horticultural and arrangement
sections, and plenty of people to help with
questions. Following the judging of the show, we
will have a picnic along with the members of the
Greater Atlanta Rose Society catered by Sonny’s
Barbeque.

We need lots of volunteers to help at the
show. Setup will start at 2 p.m. Friday at the park.
Please come if you are available. We are also still
in need of clerks for the show. This job involves
following a pair of judges and placing ribbons on
the entries. It provides a great opportunity to
learn how roses are judged. We will be
conducting an educational question and answer
session at 2 p.m. on Sunday afternoon. Tear
down will be at 4 p.m. Sunday. There will be last
minute details involving the show at our meeting
on October 3rd. We will have a sign-up sheet for
exhibitors and discuss entering your roses.
Schedules will be available at the meeting as well
as on our Website. Experienced exhibitors and

arrangers will be available to answer questions.
Please bring your roses to enter. There are several
shows the same weekend and we will not have
many of the exhibitors who bring their usual large
number of roses. Roses make the show and we
need lots of blooms, so bring your blooms!

Our slate of officers for 2007 will be
presented at the October meeting. Nominations
will be taken from the floor and voted on at the
November meeting. Installation will take place at
the Christmas party. A big thanks to Diane
Snyder, Don Schwarz and Kim Borland who
served on the nominating committee.

The fall Deep South District Rose show will
be held November 3-5th in Jacksonville, FL.

Information is available at
deepsouthdistrict.org.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

October Meeting Update
Tuesday, October 3rd

7:00 pm, Gwinnett Justice & Administration
Center, Conference Room C

Chelsea Flower Show in London
Our program for October will be by Karen

Radde. As a Mother’s Day present, Karen’s
husband, David, gave her a trip to attend the
Chelsea Flower Show in the United Kingdom
(UK). She will be sharing this once in a lifetime
experience with us and showing the pictures she
took while attending the show.

Karen loves to travel. She is a pharmacist by
profession, a Consulting Rosarian and is currently
the president of the Northeast Georgia Rose
Society in Watkinsonville, GA. Hope you will
be able to attend the meeting to take a trip through
her presentation.
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In Karen’s words….

I have started gardens in 4 different states, not
counting Georgia, on 3 different occasions, in 4
different houses. I am always up for a challenge! I
have always loved flowers, especially roses and irises,
since I watched two very talented Grandmothers tend
their exquisite "cottage" gardens from a very early age.
In my opinion, there are never too many gardens or
flower stalls, or back yard "patches" or plant varieties
to see. We have been fortunate enough to visit many
special gardens all over this country and in Europe. It
has always been a dream of mine to attend the
Chelsea Flower show. This year, after some pretty
strong hints, my husband purchased a ticket to this
year's Chelsea for a special Mother's Day gift. It was
an experience of a lifetime. I literally walked in as the
gates opened and had to be shooed out with the
others after a marvelous 12 hours. I only wish that I
could have absorbed more information and taken more
pictures! No matter how grand or simple, how
carefully planned or "thrown together”, in my book-
there is nothing like a collection of plants showing their
beauty to feed my soul.

Dates to Remember
September 30—Arrangements Workshop—9:30

am –12:30 pm at Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center

October 3 – GGRS monthly meeting –
“Chelsea Flower Show in London” by
Karen Radde

October 7-8—GGRS/NGRS Rose Show, ‘A
Rose Carnival’, Bogan Park, Buford

October 21—Planting of Native Plant Garden—
9:00 am-12:00 pm at Bogan Park

November 7 – GGRS monthly meeting – Luxury
Landscapes, NOTE: Meeting will be
held at the Five Forks Trickum Library

December 3 – GGRS Christmas Party – 4:00 pm
at Diane Snyder’s home

October Hospitality
Kim Borland will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring
the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

October In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Finally, our hot days and nights are behind us.
Cooler weather will also help produce great
blooms on many of our roses. We still need to
keep up with watering and spraying for fungal
diseases. It's now time to start assessing our
garden and looking at what we would like to add
or change. It's also time to pick all the beautiful
blooms for our Rose Show.

Prune: We need to stop pruning early in
October. Pruning encourages the rose to put on
new growth and with winter approaching, most
new growth will be killed by the freezing weather.
It is OK to prune diseased and dead canes.

Fertilize: You can continue to fertilize your
roses with liquid fertilizers about every two
weeks. Liquid fertilizers provide a needed boost
and help maintain the blooms and foliage at their
best. Do not apply dry fertilizers, as we need to
stop encouraging growth over the long term.
Limit the last liquid fertilizers to the second or
third week in October and then no more.

Spray: Continue to maintain your spray
program for fungal disease. Blackspot is still
present and powdery mildew can occur with
cooler weather. Also, watch our for thrips
especially in your yellow or paler roses. Thrips
can be treated with Insecticidal soap, Cygon or
Orthene, every two to three days until they are
under control.

As always be sure to follow the
manufacturer’s directions and wear the proper
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clothing. Using a respirator is highly
recommended. Change and wash thoroughly after
spraying.

Water: Our roses are still growing and still
need adequate moisture. If you do not receive
sufficient rain and your roses are actively
growing, you need to provide needed moisture,
about 2-3 gallons for small roses and 4-5 gallons
for larger roses such as hybrid teas. When
watering, always water well and avoid just
sprinkling.

Observe: Don't forget to bring a few of the
blooms to the Rose Show. It's a great time of year
as our roses put on the last show before winter.
Look over your garden and see what you like and
don't like and what needs changing. Go to the
Show to get some ideas for new roses next year.
And Enjoy.

Let's Get Started
Exhibiting Roses!

By Bobbie Reed

There's a rose show coming up, and maybe
you've never exhibited before. What should you
expect, and what should you do? Rose shows are a
chance to share our roses with the public, but it's
also a competition, and it's fun to win ribbons or
other awards, so let's make our roses look their best
for the judges. There are many ways to do this, but
here are a few suggestions.

Before the Show
First, take care of your roses before the show.

Make sure they are watered well – target every other
day for the week before the show. This will make
the blooms, stem, and foliage "perkier" once they're
cut. Don't forget to spray for fungal diseases, but try
to avoid chemicals that leave a residue, like
Manzate or Daconil, in the last week before the
show. If you have thrips problems in your garden,
mix up a small quantity of Orthene or Cygon every
day or two, and mist just the buds and flowers, from
the time each bud begins to show color. One last
dose of liquid fertilizer wouldn't hurt early in the

week. Nip out any side-buds on what should be a
single-bloom-per-stem rose, and any central buds on
what should be a spray (this is called "disbudding")
during the month before the show. Some folks stake
the bush, or even splint their rose stems, to assure
straight stems.

Next, make sure you know the names of your
roses. Go through your notes or catalogs, and figure
out as many rose names as you can. It helps to write
all the names on a single list (I keep mine on my
computer, so it can be updated easily; a friend keeps
hers on a diagram of her garden). If you can,
double-check your names against the latest ARS
publication, like the Handbook for Selecting
Roses, and note how ARS classifies the roses
(hybrid tea, shrub, etc). As you do this, you may
notice that ARS uses different names or
classifications than the vendor you bought from did.
The ARS version is what you have to use for the
show.

Collect a few tools to take with you to the show.
GGRS will provide vases, wedges, rubber bands and
entry tags, but you should have your own gear to
prepare the roses – pruners, scissors, polishing cloth
(old T-shirts work well, or paper towels), tweezers,
Q-tips, maybe a fine paint brush, an Exacto knife,
and pre-printed address labels. And don't forget
your show schedule!

Go over the show schedule – if you don't have
one, it's available on the GGRS web site
(http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/m/wmb1/GGRS/). Read
all the rules, and then look at the classes available to
show your roses. You may want to note by each
class which roses you have that fit into that class, to
jog your memory the morning of the show.

Experienced exhibitors often cut and refrigerate
roses before the show. The rest of us cut our roses
the evening before the show. Cut any rose that
looks promising – those that are newly opened are
best. If stamens are showing, they should be fresh,
not crispy black. Foliage should be healthy and
stems should be straight. Cut roses with long stems
– up to 2' long if you can. Be sure to keep all the
foliage intact. Immediately recut the bottom ½" of
the stem while holding it underwater, then plop it
into a container of water. Label each rose – try
storing them in 2-liter bottles with the narrowed top

http://www.mindspring.com/~wmb1/GGRS
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cut off, with a post-it note inside each bottle with
the rose name penciled on it. You can carry 4 or 5
in a 5-gallon bucket. Store the bucket in a cool area,
away from fans or AC vents, until the next morning
(I put mine in the car, with windows lowered, in the
garage).

The morning of the show, wake up early and
head for the show. The prep area will open at 6am,
and all entries must be completed no later than
10am. If this is your first time, allow yourself at
least two hours to learn your way around and get
your roses ready.

At The Show
Find a table to

work at near an
experienced
exhibitor that you
can ask questions of.
Collect the vases,
wedges, rubber
bands, and entry tags

you'll need. Sign in for an exhibitor's number, and
grab a donut and some coffee to fuel your efforts.
Complete the top and bottom of each entry tag with
your name, address, and exhibitor number.

Put each rose into a vase, and clean the foliage
with a dry rag; try trimming foliage to diminish the
appearance of torn leaves. Put the rose's name on
the entry tag (before you forget!), top and bottom;
attach the tag to the vase with a rubber band. Primp
the bloom – clean off any bugs or dirt, and gently
manipulate it, if needed, to help it attain "exhibition"
stage (½ to ¾ open with a tight, spiral center), or
"fully open" stage (stamens exposed). Make sure
there's no "foreign substance" left on the rose,
including nametags and Q-tips, before you take it to
the entry table. Double-check for sidebuds in those
one-bloom-per-stem classes, and cut them out.
Double-check also for "stem-on-stem", where a
portion of a previous stem is still attached to the
bottom of your rose, and cut that off. Wedge your
rose in position, so it stands straight and tall in the
vase.

Decide what class each rose goes in. For
instance, a St. Patrick that's ¾ open, with a nice,
spiral center, straight stem, and good foliage, could

go in the one-bloom-per-stem hybrid tea class,
where it will compete for Queen of Show. A

Mister Lincoln could go there, or in the Classic
Hybrid Tea section. Dainty Bess, which should be
shown fully open, would go in the Single-Type
Hybrid Tea class. Graham Thomas, on the other
hand, would go to the Modern Shrub class, and Miss
Flippins would go in the Minis. If the bloom looks
perfect, but the foliage is bad, enter just the bloom
in the Rose in a Bowl class. Be careful to enter only
one rose of each variety in each class. Ask
experienced exhibitors for help, as you learn how to
enter the roses, but remember that they have their
own roses to enter. Remember, there are additional,
separate classes for Novices (folks who've never
won a blue ribbon at an ARS rose show), for Youth
(for exhibitors younger than 18), and for Small
Gardens (if you grow fewer than 50 rose bushes).
There's even a separate class for Fragrance, where I
like to put my ratty-looking blooms that smell good
(this class is judged blindfolded).

When you've decided which class your rose
goes into, mark the section and class number on the
tag, and take it to the Classification table. Someone
there will double-check to try to avoid any
disqualifications by the judges, and you may be
asked to alter your entry to achieve this.

Another way to share roses is in rose
arrangements. To learn more, come to the
workshop on September 30.

Then take a break, find a job where help is
needed (placement and clerks, or prep area clean-up,
are often in need of help), or go off for breakfast.
Come back about noon, to see all the roses in the
show, and see what won. I guarantee you'll find
beautiful roses you've never seen before, and you'll
learn which roses really can be grown well here. It's
a better way to compile a wish list than reading the
catalogues. And if fragrance is important to you,
there's no better way to find out if you like the scent
than by sniffing it in person.

Stick around for the afternoon, and take in the
speakers on Sunday. And, if you're lucky, on
Sunday afternoon you'll be taking home a special
piece of crystal in honor of your award-winning
rose!
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R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
By Henry Everett, Consulting Rosarian

Name me a rose with a whole lot of color. I
don’t mean one that opens a pretty pink today and
fades to dirty white tomorrow. Come on now; tell
me one that’s got cussin power. One you see from
across the yard and say “What in tarnation…”
One, where the fellas at the station say, “Durn, I
want to get me some of those for my wife. Hey,
Henry, where did you get those, anyway.” OK,
I’ve got a rose in my mind that I’m thinking
about. You might be sayin, “this nut is talking
about red roses.” The ARS kinda, sorta, maybe
thinks its red; but it’s not, so they call it orange
red. Make up your mind, what is it, orange or red?
I’ll tell what to call it, you call it it’s own color,
cause that’s what it is; it’s not like anybody else’s
color. You just call it what it is.

And, talk about sweet, man o’ man. It’s one
of the sweetest. A nose-twister. You walk by this
baby, catch a whiff, and you’ll turn like a

Dolly Parton photo by Star Roses

hummingbird. I had to wake up a bumblebee
and shoo it out of my rose just so I could stick my
own nose in it. I’ll be frank with you, it ain’t little.
I got the yardstick out of the closet and measured.
It is actually six inches across and five inches
deep. My blind Granny, bless her heart, could
have seen that.

The momma of this rose is mighty fine, too.
Momma won a prize for smelling so sweet, from
some gambler fellow. Momma was a little

German gal known as Duftwolke; she changed her
name when she moved to the USA. Since she was
so big and soft, smelled so good folks here just
call her Fragrant Cloud. Well, Miss Fragrant had
quite a few babies, all from different fathers (if
you know what I mean.) All of them fine folks, of
course.

The rose I’m telling you about is Dolly
Parton. She got all of her mom’s good points and
added a few of her own. Ever since her coming
out party she has been a sensation. Nobody
sweeter, nobody more colorful and nobody grabs
more attention. Now, gather around and put your
hands together for Dolly Parton. In my yard, a
full-grown Dolly bush is about five feet in each
direction. She is no shy performer; from three
bushes I can usually include her in any bouquet. I
spray her regularly and she thanks me for it by not
getting sick, unlike some of the cusses I’ve met.
There is no other rose out there like Dolly Parton.

Bobbie Reed, District Chair
of Consulting Rosarians

Last month Susan Clingenpeel shared with us
her thoughts on and responsibilities of her position
as National Chair of Horticultural Judges. This
week, Bobbie Reed will tell us about her position as
District Chair of Consulting Rosarians.

We all wear many hats, in our households, in
our work, in our families, and among our friends.
I happen to wear several hats in the world of
roses. Nancy, our editor, has asked me to talk
about one of them, Coordinator for Consulting
Rosarians in the Deep South District, covering
Alabama, Florida, and Georgia.

According to the American Rose Society, a
district CR Coordinator should have been an
active CR for at least six years. The CR
Coordinator is appointed by the District Director,
usually at the beginning of the director's term,
which begins in the fall and lasts for three years.
Of course, things sometime go awry, so I actually
began my duties a year ago, when the previous
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CR Coordinator had to step down. Oline
Reynolds, our District Director, has asked me to
continue in this position when her next term
begins in October.

I've been a Consulting Rosarian since 1998,
and I think of this kind of outreach and education
as the most important thing I can do in the world
of roses. But perhaps the most significant reason
I have this job is that I have a problem with saying
"no" when asked to take on a job!

As CR
Coordinator, I keep
track of Consulting
Rosarians in the
district – most
importantly, whether
they remain eligible
to serve as CRs,
through ARS
membership and
continuing education.
I make sure that there
are periodic CR
schools, for new CR

Bobbie Reed at 2006
GARS Rose Show candidates, and for

current CRs to update their education. I oversee
the nomination of Master Rosarians from the
district, and the annual award for Outstanding
Consulting Rosarian. I write a column for the
quarterly DSD Bulletin. I develop and receive
Annual Reports from all CRs in the district. And
I serve on the ARS committee for Consulting
Rosarians.

Since I assumed the job, I've been working on
developing an updated list of CRs, including e-
mail addresses, so that we can more easily keep in
touch. I'm trying to notify CRs when they are due
to attend a school, and to notify local societies so
that they will know who among their members
remain eligible to serve as CRs. I've scheduled
three CR schools (upcoming schools will be
September 16 in Birmingham, and January 21 in
Tallahassee). I've learned that the Deep South
District has a lot of CRs, more than many other
districts.

What has made this job enlightening for me is
the process that makes it possible to have CRs
available. It's certainly a lot more work than I
thought. But it's also enabled me to get to know
many of these folks, to appreciate the wealth of
talent and knowledge available to rose growers in
this part of the world, and to make some great
new friends!

Native Plant Garden at Bogan Park
A native plant garden is being planted at

Bogan Park. There is a workday on October
21st from 9 am-12 pm. Lunch (cookout) for the
workers will be provided. Please let Bill Belknap
know if you would like to participate so we can
have a head count. Kim Shealy, at Bogan Park,
stated there will be plenty of work to do from
planting, spreading mulch, etc. Children are
welcome since there will be plenty of light work
to be done.

Though this is not a rose society activity,
we would like to support our friends at Bogan
Park because they have been very supportive
of our rose society.

Arrangements Workshop
9:30am to 12:30pm, Saturday

September 30, 2006
Gwinnett Justice & Admin Center

Want to expand your appreciation of roses?
Why not try arrangements, or at least learn more
about them? To help you along the path, we've
scheduled an arrangements workshop with Sandy
Dixon, a teacher, Editor of the Rose Arrangers'
Bulletin, and an ARS Arrangements Judge who
has often visited shows in our area.

Sandy will be focusing on the basics of
arrangements for rose shows, especially
arrangements suitable for the upcoming rose show
on October 7. If you've never made a rose
arrangement before, this is the place for you.
Have you tried, but not been satisfied with your
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work? Are you an experienced arranger who just
needs to brush up your skills under expert
guidance? Then this is the time and place to get it
all together!

Participants will need to bring two containers,
pruning shears, plus plant material – roses, other
flowers, filler, line material, etc. If you have
oasis, tape, or other arranging supplies, please
bring them, too. Along with other blooms, we'll
need some roses in various stages of openness –
bud, exhibition, and fully open.

Please plan to arrive a little early, to get all
your goodies through security at GJAC. Confirm
with Bobbie Reed, 770-979-4237,
berdks@mindspring.com by September 28th.

September Meeting
Recap

By Rani Von Wurttemberg

Susan welcomed all to our September meeting
and acknowledged the roses we had brought for
judging. She gave us an update on the trophies
for the Rose Show. Payment was requested from
those of us who are sponsoring a trophy(s), and
she asked of those who had not yet sponsored a
trophy to consider doing so as it will help offset
the cost of the brochures for the Rose Show.
Diane Snyder requested us to sign up for food for
the Rose Show breakfast and a list was passed
around. Bobbie gave a short talk about the
photography entries. She also reminded us about
the Arrangements Workshop on September 30th

which will be held at the Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center. Susan then checked on
the progress of the nominating committee for
officers for next year. Don Schwarz, who is
assisting Diane Snyder with this task, said that all
the names are ready. Each member then spoke on
his or her favorite rose. We had a lot of fun
realizing that some of us shared another members’
favorite. Then it was time for judging the ugly
rose contest. The honor was bestowed upon Rani
von Wurttemberg and her “artfully chewed”

Soroptomist International rose. Thanks to
Virginia Murray for the delicious refreshments
and the beautiful table, which she set, decorated
with her large bright roses.

"Yet, O thou beautiful rose!
queen rose so fair and sweet.

What were lover or crown to thee,
without the clay at thy feet?"

Julia C R Dorr

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000,
Shreveport, LA 71130, phone 318-
938-5402. Annual dues are $37 or
$34 for those 65 or older; a three-
year membership is $100. Associate
membership for the spouse of a
regular member is $10. Membership benefits
include the American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and
Rose Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each
for the other three), to help you explore the world
of roses. ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-
winning quarterly publication of the Deep South
District of the ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per
year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address: Jim &
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons
Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org

mailto:berdks@mindspring.com
http://www.ars.org/
mailto:DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
http://www.deepsouthdistrict.org/
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GGRS Officers and Rose Help Line
The following GGRS officers and Consulting Rosarians
(CR) are available to assist you with your rose questions.
President: Susan Clingenpeel, CR, 1127 Loganville Hwy,

Bethlehem, GA 30620, 770-868-4476,
Roses4sjc@adelphia.net

Vice-President: Linda Bohne, CR, 1960 Travers Circle,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-822-6933,
Linda.bohne@mindspring.com

Secretary: Rani Von Wurttemberg, 62 Herbert Hayes
Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 30045, 770-963-2699,
rani@bellsouth.net

Treasurer: Don Schwarz; CR, 3388 Lennox Ct.,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-979-4237,
berdks@mindspring.com

Hospitality Coordinator: Diane Snyder, CR, 1028 Gate
Post Lane, Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-
8861, robertsnyder@msn.com

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Miller, CR, 1974 Branches
Way, Lawrenceville, GA 30043, 770-963-6490,
2manyroses@bellsouth.net

Newsletter Distribution: Bill Belknap, 715 Singley Court,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-0467,
wmb1@bellsouth.net

Web Site: http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/m/wmb1/GGRS
While the advice and information in this newsletter is believed to be true
and accurate, neither the authors nor Editor can accept any legal
responsibility for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
GGRS or ARS makes no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein.

Th e Ro se Vi ne
A Publication of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society
Nancy Miller, Editor
1974 Branches Way
Lawrenceville, GA 30043

2006 Ugly Rose Trophy won by
Rani von Wurttemberg

Consulting Rosarians
Wallace Beggs 706-754-4369 wabeggs@juno.com
Linda Bohne 770-822-6933 Linda.bohne@mindspring.com
Kim Borland 770-983-3609 kim.Borland@yahoo.com
Susan Clingenpeel 770-868-4476 Roses4sjc@adelphia.net
Henry Everett 770-938-3134 dandlioncat@earthlink.net
Edna Griner 706-769-5185 rosedna@charter.net
Marla King 770-271-9992 marlaking@msn.com
Nancy Miller 770-963-6490 2manyroses@bellsouth.net
Karen Radde 706-310-0741 dkradde@bellsouth.net
Bobbie Reed 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Don Schwarz 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Diane Snyder 770-985-8861 robertsnyder@msn.com
Louise Stafford 770-985-6014 roseylou@earthlink.net

The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society, which is affiliated
with the American Rose Society, meets at the Gwinnett
County Justice and Administration Center, 75 Langley
Drive, Lawrenceville, on the first Tuesday of most months.
Membership is open to anyone interested in growing roses.
Annual dues are $15 for one person or $20 for two people at
the same address. Membership benefits include the
newsletter; meetings with informative speakers and
programs; and conversations with some really nice rose-
growing people! Contact any officer for more information,
or come to a meeting.

Renewal: All memberships are now due. If there is an
error in your mailing address, please notify Don
Schwarz, 3388 Lennox Ct., Lawrenceville, GA 30044
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