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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

It is sad to see the days starting to get a little
shorter as summer comes to an end. The longer
daylight hours allowed enough time to care for the
roses and to do other yard work as well. I will be
glad to see the hot weather leave and hopefully,
there will be normal temperatures for this time of
year. Any rain will be most welcome.

September is one of the favorite times in the
garden for most rosarians. The cooler
temperatures seem to rejuvenate the roses. By the
end of the month, the blooms are larger and the
color more intense, which makes for a beautiful
fall bouquet. Continue your regular spray
program. Remember with the cooler weather,
especially at night, powdery mildew can develop
in the rose garden, so you may need to use a
fungicide like Eagle or Rubigan to keep this
fungal disease under control.

The fall shows are quickly approaching.
Everyone should have pruned back their roses for
the shows. Now, continue feeding through the
end of September, before allowing them to slow
down to go dormant. While pruning you might
try your hand at rose cuttings. A small plant can
be established by winter if it is started now. Fall
is also an excellent time to evaluate the bushes in
the garden and remove the ones that are not
working well for you. Bring any unwanted
bushes to the September or October meeting and
we will raffle the plants. I am sure if you looked
at the Chamblee catalog that Bill Belknap passed
around at the August meeting, there will be no
problem finding that right rose bush to fill the
vacant spot in the garden.

Henry Everett and Diane Snyder gave a very
enlightening presentation on drying roses. You
can enjoy your roses year round. Thank you both
for doing the program.

At the August meeting, Kim Borland and
Nancy Miller agreed to serve on the nominating
committee to look for officers for next year.
Thank you for taking on this task. If you are
called to serve, please consider helping the
society.

The Executive Committee will vote on a
recipient for the American Rose Society Bronze
Medal this month. This honor goes to an
individual who has made significant contributions
to our society. Past recipients, who are not
eligible, again, include Louise Stafford, Mary
Coleman, Bill Belknap, Bobbie Reed, Diane
Snyder and Linda Bohne. If there is a member
who you feel has provided outstanding service,
please let one of the officers know. We will
consider that individual for the award.

The new GGRS membership phone directory
was distributed to the members at the last
meeting. If the contact information listed for you
is not correct, please send me an email at
(Linda.bohne@mindspring.com) with your
correction. Revisions will be sent out at a later
date. I will have copies with me at the September
meeting for those members who would like one.
The phone directory will not be mailed.
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The society decided at the August meeting to
purchase society shirts from Rani von
Wurttemberg’s vendor and orders are being taken
now. Contact Rani either by phone (770-963-2699)
or email (rani@bellsouth.net) to order.

I hope to see everyone at the September
meeting.

Linda Bohne, CR

Welcome New Members
A special welcome to our new member Mary

Ann Hall of Loganville. We are very pleased to
have you as a part of our dynamic society. We
look forward to seeing you at the meetings and
hope your association with GGRS helps you grow
in knowledge and enjoyment of your roses.
Please feel free to ask us any questions you may
have about growing your roses.

A note to new members: Please pick up a copy of the
Greater Gwinnett Rose Society – The Basics of Rose
Culture For Our New Members manual from Linda Bohne at
your next meeting as we will not be mailing them.
This manual is packed with information on growing roses
especially in the South with our clay soil and humid weather.

Dates to Remember
Sept 4—“Preparing for Fall: the Best Roses of the

Year” by Cathy Farmer
Sep 13-17—ARS Fall Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show, St. Louis, MO
Oct 2—“Details of the DSD Fall Convention and

Rose Show” by Louise Stafford, Linda
Bohne and Karen Radde

Oct 6-7—Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 13-14—NGRS & GGRS Rose Show, State

Botanical Gardens, Athens, GA
Oct 13—Georgia National Fair Rose Show, Perry GA
Oct 19-21—Deep South District Convention & Rose

Show, Atlanta, GA
Nov 6—“New Rose Review” by Ryan Tilley
Dec 15—GGRS Annual Christmas Party at the

home of Susan Clingenpeel

GGRS September Meeting
Tuesday, September 4th, 7:00pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Preparing for Fall: The Best Roses of
the Year

In our September meeting, Cathy Farmer will
talk to us about “Preparing for Fall: The Best
Roses of the Year”. Cathy is a Master Rosarian,
an ARS Horticultural Judge, and a member of the
Greater Atlanta Rose Society and has been
growing roses for many, many years. She will
help us grow the roses we will want to take to the
October shows or just enjoy around the house.
She will take us step by step through all the tasks
that hard-working rosarians can do to have those
gorgeous fall blooms.

Don Schwarz, CR

September Hospitality
Kim Borland will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring the
food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates,
cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.

September In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

We sure have had enough heat. Hopefully,
cooler weather and rain will visit and stay with us
in September. With the Rose Show coming up
next month don’t forget your roses like about an
inch of water per week. For new roses you’ll need
to continue to water more often as they do not
have an established root system. Also, remember
to maintain your spray program for disease-
susceptible roses.
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Prune: If you have not deadheaded and
pruned your roses for the rose show, do it as soon
as you can. It's okay to cut back even though there
is new growth as the rewards will be even better
for the show. Remove diseased, weak, broken and
crossing canes to maintain the health of the rose.

Fertilize: Fertilize your roses if you have not
already done so and be sure and water them well
after applying the fertilizer. It is best to use a good
organic or a fertilizer with micronutrients. After
fertilizing mulch the roses to a depth of two to
three inches to help retain moisture and to
replenish the humus in the soil as the hot weather
reduces the humus in the soil. Apply liquid
fertilizers every other week after applying your
dry fertilizer. This will help your roses reach their
peak in October. Alfalfa and manure teas, fish
emulsion, liquid seaweed, and other liquid
fertilizers can be used both alone and in
combination.

Spray: With the hot summer weather, we
need to maintain our spray program for fungus.
As the weather cools, watch out for powdery
mildew. If you have much blackspot or mildew,
you can apply fungicides more often such as two
to three times per week for a couple of weeks.
This should bring the fungus under control.
Morning is the best time to apply fungicides as it
is generally not windy, it’s cooler and there is
plenty of dry time. It is best to have watered the
roses before applying fungicides.

Watch for mites. If you have only a few, you
can use Insecticidal Soap or a strong spray of
water. But if it is worse, consider a good miticide
such as Avid or Floramite. To combat mites you
will need to do repeated applications so check
every few days. Budworms can also eat holes in
maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most
effective and only attacks caterpillars and worms.

As always be sure to follow the
manufacturer’s directions and wear the proper
clothing. Using a respirator is highly
recommended, and wash thoroughly after
spraying.

Water: We need to be sure our roses get

sufficient water especially if you fertilized. We
provided the food, but we also need to provide
water. A good layer of mulch will also help retain
the moisture level in the soil. It is okay to
occasionally water the entire shrub including the
leaves, but be sure there is adequate time for the
leaves to dry. Don’t forget to water your newly
planted roses more often as they have not
established a root system.

Enjoy: Hopefully, September will bring rain
and cooler weather and our roses will start to perk
up and give us the display we look forward to
each fall.

Chamblee Rose Order
By Bill Belknap

It’s time to consider purchasing roses for late fall
and winter planting. Roses will be available at the time
of the Rose Show, October 13. The deadline for
ordering is Friday, Sept. 28.

Attached to this newsletter are two pdf
documents: 1—Availability list as of Aug 12th from
Chamblee Rose Nursery, 2—A listing of the
EarthKind roses. The links to the EarthKind roses are
to the Chamblee website.

Pricing for 1-gallon pots is the same as this spring
for members - $8.50 for non-patented roses, $9.50 for
patented roses and $10.50 for David Austin roses.
Non-members are also encouraged to order with the
addition of only $1.50 over the above pricing - $10.00,
$11.00 and $12.00 respectively. We will also have a
small selection of EarthKind roses available for
purchase at the Rose Show with the above pricing.

One note: Chamblee now offers the following
Knock Out Roses: original Knock Out, Blushing
Knock Out, Rainbow Knock Out, Pink Knock Out and
Double Knock Out (currently not available).

As always, roses are ordered in lots of 12 of any
variety and will be ordered on a first ordered basis.
Once I have confirmation of availability and shipment
of your rose(s), I will let you know and you can send
me your check made out to GGRS. Orders placed by
Sept 28 will most likely be ordered, as we will fill in
outstanding slots with roses for sale at the Show. I will
also place an order for roses after the show, if we have
a sufficient quantity.
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R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
By Wallace Beggs, Consulting Rosarian

I like the ‘McCartney Rose’ for its flower and
fragrance. The rose responds to good care. My
rose is about seven years old. It has large canes
from the graft. The laterals are large, too. The
rose isn’t attacked by black spot, mildew and rust
as badly as other roses. Normal spray schedules
keep them in check. Japanese beetles love it too.

When you walk by the rose, the fragrance
captivates you. The fragrance is very noticeable
and is a dominating quality of this rose.

Along with these qualities, the bloom is
beautiful, a very clear and dark pink. It will
captivate you.

Everyone should
have the ‘McCartney
rose’ in their garden.

Kim Borland will bring
October’s Rose of the
Month article to you. As a
reminder, the months of

November and December
are still open for anyone
who wishes to volunteer.

Looking Forward to Fall
Roses

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

The poet says that April is the cruelest month.
Truly, April this year was cruel, with a late,
killing freeze that dashed our hopes for beautiful
spring gardens. But August has certainly been
giving April a run for its money – we've seen the
hottest August on record, the most days above
100°, and a pittance of rain. This followed a
fairly wet July, so our gardens are struggling with
both blackspot and spider mites, drought and heat
stress. What's a gardener to do?

Think about fall, of course! Temperatures
will be cooling soon (I hope, I hope), and a late

summer infusion of food, some stimulation from a
light pruning and general deadheading, as much
water as we can give them, and voila! The garden
will be transformed, filled with the beauties of
October. So what are we going to do with all
those glorious roses? Why, take them to the rose
show!

The Northeast Georgia and Greater Gwinnett
Rose Societies are hosting our show this year on
October 13-14 at the State Botanical Gardens in
Athens, GA. As always it will be a glorious
weekend in a beautiful setting, with roses all
around.

Each year, we try to adapt our show to the
conditions we expect. Since we know that many
gardens have been stressed, we've dropped a few
of the less-popular challenge classes that have
been in previous shows, and we've added new
classes. One special class this year is for
EarthKind roses, an assortment of 15 varieties,
cutting across classes and colors, but all easy to
care for, that we want to introduce to the public.
We're also adding a non-judged "display" class of
roses, so you'll have a chance to share your
beautiful roses with the public, without worrying
about what the judges might say about a little bit
of ….. We hope to have a fabulous display of
roses for the public, and a good chance to
compete for those of us who enjoy that.

The design section has also changed a little,
but we'll have 11 classes based on themes from
Mother Goose nursery rhymes. One of the classes
will be another "display" class, not to be judged,
with rose arrangements of any sort, any style, that
please our arrangers, and the public. Sorry, all
you dedicated horticulture people, what the public
really loves are arrangements!

While we get caught up in the excitement of
the competition, our focus at a rose show is
always educating the public. This year, our
feature presentation will be on EarthKind Roses,
those easy-care varieties identified by Texas
A&M University that can stand up to even a
difficult year like this, without extra fertilizer,
spraying, or even much extra water, while
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delivering a full season of beautiful garden
blooms.

As always, we'll need everyone to help – as a
volunteer worker, as an exhibitor, and to spread
the word about roses to the public. Put the dates
on your calendar, Saturday and Sunday, October
13-14. Be there!

Once you've whetted your rose show interest
and skills in Athens, save the next weekend for
the Deep South District Fall Rose Show &
Convention at the Sheraton Buckhead in Atlanta,
October 19-21, with educational opportunities, a
fabulous rose show of the newest roses, and more
arrangements than we've seen at a show since
2000. For more information, talk to Louise
Stafford.

Roses in Review (RIR)
Hey rose lovers/growers! Yeah you. The

deadline is upon us for the 82nd Roses in Review
(RIR). You don’t have to be a member of the
American Rose Society to express your opinion
on those newly introduced roses you grow and
you will be doing us all a favor by answering a
few questions on those roses. You see, what we
the rose growers say about these roses gives the
score you see in the Handbook for Selecting
Roses. And you know you’ve given that book a
glance or two when you consider purchasing your
new roses. I’ve seen people grappling for a copy
at Rose Day before the raffle. So don’t delay, it’s
just a few questions; and since you grow the rose,
you know the answer. Only respond to the roses
you grow which are listed.

You can respond electronically via the ARS
website at www.ars.org or you can make copies of
the report from the June issue of American Rose.
Either way, make sure it is received by September
26th. We are 100 votes behind the Northern
CA/Nevada/Hawaii District, which we beat out
last year. We can’t let them win this time; they’ll
think last year was a fluke! So make us proud and
do your duty, you know how those roses make
you feel, let others know it too.

THE Ugly Rose Contest
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

Last month I had the dubious dishonor of
winning the 2007 Worst in Show Award, more
fondly referred to as the “Ugly Rose Contest”.
My winning entry was a motley specimen of
‘Conundrum’ besought with a nasty case of
powdery mildew. I have been battling this disease
for several months to no avail on this rose bush.
When the “Ugly Rose Contest” arrived, I knew I
had a serious shot at the Head Table. What
appealed to me most about entering this particular
competition was the fact that there was no
prepping necessary. In a sense, a rose “come as
you are” party. I just plopped its sad little self
into a red solo cup and wished for the worst.

Rani von Wurttemberg, last year’s winner,
thought she had it wrapped up with her entry and
was ready to take the tawdry chipped porcelain
cup Perpetual Award back home with her. Her
Lilliputian rose flower with polka-dot leaves was
an interesting specimen, but the members and
guests knew a looser when they saw one and
‘Conundrum’ fit the bill.

When the poll was taken and the winner
announced, Rani hugged and congratulated me
and I accepted with all the humility I could
muster. Hopefully the lack in quality of roses, the
fine sportswomanship and the exhilarating
experience will encourage others to enter in next
year’s event. I wish the “worst” to you all!!!

Greater Gwinnett Rose Society
NEEDS YOU!!!

GGRS needs you to consider two very important
items for our society:

First, the Nominating Committee consisting of
Kim Borland and Nancy Miller would like for you to
seriously consider the position of Secretary of our
society for 2008. Per our By-Laws, “The Secretary
shall keep records of all meetings of the Society and
Executive Committee, record all votes, maintain all
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necessary contacts with the ARS and additional
correspondence associated with the Society.”

Don’t let the words intimidate you; it can be a fun
position with our society. Please consider if you could
be our next Secretary or if you feel another member
would be perfect for the job! Call Kim Borland or
Nancy Miller to volunteer; or expect us to be calling
on you.

Second, it is time to consider honoring a member
for the American Rose Society Bronze Medal Award.
The Executive Committee will vote on a recipient this
month. Please consider awarding a member who has
provided outstanding service and let one of the officers
know. Refer to Linda’s letter for the list of past
recipients.

Request for a Volunteer
The Cherokee Garden Club has asked for a

member from our society to talk about basic rose care
to their members at their November meeting.

Date: Wednesday, November 14th

Time: 10:00 am
Location: TBD (location options are the Collins

Hill Library, or member’s subdivision club house or a
member’s home in Lawrenceville).

There are 12 active members in the society. They
would also be interested in a garden tour if there are
plants blooming in gardens that month. Please
consider volunteering as part of our community
outreach. For additional information call Linda Bohne
at 770-822-6933 or by email:
linda.bohne@mindspring.com. Thanks for considering
this request.

August Meeting Recap
By Rani Von Wurttemberg

Linda Bohne called our meeting to order and
welcomed our three visitors. Linda was pleased to
announce that we have moved to a new web hosting
company for our web site. Diane Snyder, coordinator
for the DSD digital photography contest, gave a brief
report on the quality of material and quantity of
entrants. Linda reminded our group that it is time for
us to start our Roses in Review reporting. This is a
very important contribution as the results we turn in

will be included in American Rose and will affect the
2008 ARS Handbook for Selecting Roses. The
deadline for RIR is 26th September 2007. Reminders
for the month of October are the 13th and 14th

NGRS/GGRS rose show at the State Botanical Garden
in Athens, Georgia and the 19th to 21st the DSD
Convention and Rose Show. Bill Belknap passed
around Chamblee Roses catalogues and order forms
for the EarthKind roses that will be ready for pick up
at the Rose Show in Athens. Linda Bohne and Don
Schwarz reminded our group that the time has come
for us to start making recommendations for a new slate
of officers for 2008. Kim Borland and Nancy Miller
volunteered to head up the committee for selecting
officers. Our Christmas party is scheduled for 15th

December at the home of Susan Clingenpeel. The
purchase of our embroidered golf shirts was again
discussed and an order list was generated. Rani needs
to provide Linda with the two shades of yellow
provided by her vendor. The highlight of our August
meeting was our own Diane Snyder and Henry
Everett’s teaching session on drying roses. Their

valuable instructions opened us to new possibilities of
enjoying our roses in the winter months, for
competitions and to share with friends. Our Ugly
Rose contest was the grand finale of the evening. It is
an enjoyable time when we can laugh at ourselves for
the mistakes we’ve made in our gardens, what Mother
Nature has done to us and very importantly to learn
what went wrong in our garden and how to correct it.
Our main contestants were Nancy Miller and Rani von
Wurttemberg. They did have some ugly specimens.
Evaluating these poor specimens were our “panel of
experts”, Louise Stafford and Nancy Miller. The
many pieces were critiqued which ranged from death
by late spring freeze to Botrytis. The members and


