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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

I love fall in the rose garden. The intensity of
color and size of blooms make for the most
beautiful bouquets of the year. The heat is
diminishing (hopefully) and the roses seem to
recharge with a new energy making them a joy to
behold. Fall can also provide an excellent
opportunity to remove bushes that aren’t working
well in your
garden and pass them
along to others. I
usually will
remove unwanted
bushes this time of
year and allow the
hole to rest until
spring when I’ll
plant a new rose.
Consider bringing any unwanted bushes to the
September or October meeting and we will raffle
the plants. Fall is also a great time to try your
hand at rose cuttings. If you start now, you can
get a small plant established by winter.
Remember with the cooler weather, especially at
night, we often see powdery mildew develop in
the rose garden. This fungal disease produces a
white powder-like material on the peduncle and
rose bud and often causes an unsightly crinkle
look to the foliage. Both Daconil and Rubigan
are excellent choices of fungicides to keep this
problem at bay. Remember that Daconil can
cause new growth to burn if sprayed when the
temperature rises above 80 degrees.

We had a meeting for the rose show on
August 9th. Planning for “A Carnival of Roses” is
progressing, but we still need lots of help from the
membership. Please consider asking businesses
you frequent to sponsor an ad in the program.
Cost are full page $100, ½ page $50, 1/3 page $35

and ¼ page $25. This sale will go far in helping
pay the printing cost of the schedule. All ads will
need to be in by our September meeting in order
to make the schedule. We also have many
beautiful trophies up for sponsorship for as little
as $15. Please consider sponsoring a trophy in
your name or as a tribute to someone.

I am still looking for nominations for the
Bronze Medal award. The American Rose
Society gives this honor to an individual on the
local level who has made significant contributions
to our society. Previous winners (not eligible
again) include Louise Stafford, Mary Coleman,
Bill Belknap, Bobbie Reed, and Diane Snyder.
We will present the recipient their award at our
Christmas party.

At the August meeting, Diane Snyder (chair),
Kim Borland and Don Schwarz agreed to serve on
the nominating committee seeking officers for
next year. If they call on you to serve please
consider helping out GGRS.

I hope to see everyone at the meeting. We are
continuing to have a great turnout. I think Linda
Bohne’s hard work at obtaining outstanding
speakers and programs is the reason. It is so nice
to see so many rose friends at the meeting. I
personally look forward to the meeting each
month.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

September Meeting Update
Tuesday, September 5th

7:00 pm, Gwinnett Justice & Administration
Center, Conference Room C

My Favorite Rose
Bring a cutting of your favorite rose to the

September meeting. We will be discussing our
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for the show. Remove diseased, weak, broken and
crossing canes to maintain the health of the rose.

Fertilize: If you have not fertilized your roses
lately, be sure and do so as soon as possible. A
good, dry fertilizer is excellent. You can
supplement with liquid fertilizers every other
week over the next few weeks as well. This will
help your roses reach their peak in October.
Alfalfa and manure teas, fish emulsion, liquid
seaweed, and other liquid fertilizers can be used
both alone and in combination.

Spray: With the hot summer weather, we
need to maintain our spray program for fungus.
Since it should be getting cooler, you should also
watch out for powdery mildew. If you have much
blackspot or mildew, you can apply fungicides
more often such as two to three times per week
for a couple of weeks. This should bring the
fungus under control. Morning is the best time to
apply fungicides as it is generally not windy, it’s
cooler and there is plenty of dry time.

Watch for mites. If you have only a few, you
can use Insecticidal Soap or a strong spray of
water. But if it is worse, consider a good miticide
such as Avid or Floramite. You will need to do
repeated applications to combat mites so check
every few days. Budworms can also eat holes in
maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most
effective and only attacks caterpillars and worms.

As always, be sure to follow the
manufacturer’s directions and wear the proper
clothing. Using a respirator is highly
recommended, and wash thoroughly after
spraying.

Water: We need to be sure our roses get
sufficient water especially if you have fertilized.
We provided the food, but we also need to
provide water. A good layer of mulch will also
help retain the moisture level in the soil. It is okay
to occasionally water the entire shrub including
the leaves, but be sure there is adequate time for
the leaves to dry. Don’t forget to water your
newly planted roses more often as they have not
established a root system.

Enjoy: September will bring cooler weather

and our roses will really start to perk up and give
us the display we look forward to each year.

ARS Mini National Convention
at Harrisburg, PA

By Linda Bohne, Consulting Rosarian

I was excited about going to the Mini
National Convention in Harrisburg, PA. So
getting up a little earlier on Friday morning and
driving to the airport for my flight to Harrisburg,
PA wasn’t too much of a problem. The mini
national convention is a more relaxed
environment and I was going to be in good
company with Susan Clingenpeel, Susan’s
daughter Madison, Bobbie Reed, Don Schwarz,
Wendy Tilley, and other rosarians I have met at
other conventions I have attended. While waiting
to board the plane, I saw a familiar face come into
the gate area. It was Marilyn Wellan, the ARS
President, and her daughter, Susan. They had
flown earlier that morning from Alexandria, LA,
to Atlanta, and were boarding the same flight I
was on. We spoke for a few minutes, and then it
was time to board the plane.

After arriving at the Harrisburg Airport late
morning,
the hotel
shuttle
picked us
up and
brought us
to the hotel.
Once
checked in
and settled
in our
rooms, we
agreed to meet Charismatic, MiniFl Queen

in the hotel Photo by Bobbie Reed

restaurant for lunch. As other rosarians arrived at
the hotel, they came into the restaurant, too, and
were invited to join us. After lunch we went our
separate ways.
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The Welcome Reception on Friday evening
was delightful, especially for those who love
chocolate. There were chocolate cakes, brownies,
cookies, chocolate covered coffee beans,
chocolate covered strawberries, chocolate milk,
etc. Being close to Hershey, PA, it was a great
idea. After the reception, some folks went to the
hospitality suite to continue socializing, while
others retired for the evening. The exhibitors
would be getting up pretty early Saturday morning
to start preparing their roses for the rose show.

Saturday morning I went to the exhibitor’s
prep room to help Susan Clingenpeel with her
entries. I was amazed at all the coolers I saw at
the various tables in the room, where exhibitors
were diligently working with their roses. Various
exhibitors had to have brought 200 to 300 roses
each, if not more, in order to

decide which roses to exhibit or to make into
arrangements. They were all beautiful. You
could feel the nervousness and pressure build in
the room as the deadline approached for accepting
entries. When the doors to the exhibition room
were closed, exhibitors had to remove their
belongings from the prep room so that the room
could be quickly cleaned up for other programs
that were going to take place there during the day.

The program times overlapped one another,
so we had to choose which program we wanted to
attend. One of the morning programs was by Bill
DeVor from Greenheart-Nor’East. Greenheart is
one of California’s leading vegetable transplant
producers. They propagate in excess of one
billion plants each year. When Greenheart
acquired Nor’East, they committed to making
miniature roses fun and easy to grow for
gardeners and exhibitors all over the United
States. Color, form, disease resistance, fragrance,
and hardiness to both heat and cold are their main
objectives. They work with hybridizers from all
over the world to find the very best varieties to
offer. Bill talked about one of his goals, which is
to replace the current “grocery store” minis with
the quality roses with which rosarians are
familiar. He showed pictures of miniatures and

mini-floras that were introduced in 2006 and those
that would be offered in 2007.

Don Myers and Kevin Glaes gave other
programs. During the course of the day there was
time to visit some of the vendor booths. Almost
Heaven Roses and Cool Roses had a large
assortment of roses from which to choose. The
Rose Gardener presented a wide variety of
gardening tools, gloves and garden décor.

On Saturday afternoon the Rose Show was
opened to the public. This gave everyone,
approximately 170 registrants and the public, the
opportunity to look at all the roses and to see
which ones made it to the head table. Arcanum
won mini Queen and Charismatic won miniflora
Queen. It is always good when you are looking at
the roses to take notes or write down the name of
a rose you would like to grow in your garden.
What better way to see a rose that you like up
close and ask the grower questions about it, as
opposed to seeing a picture and reading a vague
blurb.

Later in the
afternoon, Lew
Shupe, Gary
Barlow, and Nancy
Reddington held an
arrangements
seminar. Lew and
Gary are naturals
when it comes to
arranging. It is
always interesting
and fun to watch
them make
arrangements out
of simple items,
like toilet paper
tubes and glass
perfume bottles.
They make it look
so easy. Some of the Walking through the Garden

arrangement tools Photo by Bobbie Reed

were reviewed, and some tips were shared on how
to make everything come together in the
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arrangement. Modifications to the ARS
Guidelines for Judging Rose Arrangements were
also reviewed.

The Awards Dinner banquet was a Taste of
Pennsylvania buffet. The food was delicious and
the desserts were a large assortment of chocolate
cakes and peach cobbler. After dinner, the
evening speaker was Bill DeVor from Greenheart-
Nor’East. Hybridizers Frank Benardella and J.
Benjamin Williams were recognized for their
contributions to growing the miniature and mini-
flora roses. Mr. Williams was instrumental in
promoting the Mini-Flora class of roses. In
addition to the recognition of Mr. Williams, it was
announced that he had generously donated a
beautiful trophy for the Mini-Flora National
Challenge class, which will be awarded for the
first time next May at the 2007 All-Miniature
National Rose Show.

On Sunday several folks took the opportunity
to visit the Hershey Gardens. The first 3½-acre
rose garden opened in 1937. By 1942 the gardens
had been expanded to a 23-acre botanical garden.
It is now filled with magnificent theme gardens,
eye-catching seasonal displays, unique trees, a
Butterfly House and an extraordinary Children’s
Garden. There are many roses to see, too. Hershey
Gardens is also a test garden for the ARS Miniature

Rose Testing and features the new AARS rose
variety winners each year. The garden had giant
wooden garden sculptures, which were crafted by
David Rogers. There were ten larger-than-life
insects from a 7-foot Assassin Beetle to a 1,200-

pound praying mantis on display. There is
something for everyone to see at the Gardens.

If you are ever visiting this area, be sure to visit
the Hershey Gardens. You will not be disappointed.
It is a spectacular garden.

Too soon it was time to say good-bye to those
with whom I had spent the weekend and take the
hotel shuttle to the airport. The York Area Rose
Society did a wonderful job coordinating the
convention. I had a good time and look forward
to the next Mini National Rose Show and
Convention in Charlotte, NC, in May 2007.

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
By Diane Snyder, Consulting Rosarian

Our Rose Vine editor, Nancy Miller, has
asked me to write about my favorite rose.
Obviously she isn’t aware of my flaws as a writer
but I thought I would give it a try. Rose Brazeale
is a hard act to follow, but here goes.

I currently have about 180 roses – some in
pots and some which should be removed for
various reasons, but about 150 are doing pretty
well. Choosing a favorite is hard so I thought I
would choose several. I have always preferred
shrubs and floribundas as they give me lots more
color in my garden than the hybrid teas. I am a
less than perfect rose manager and spraying often
gets pushed aside for other tasks. My few hybrid
teas suffer the most from my neglect.

I do have good success with my Buck roses.
In the 1960s and 1970s, Dr. Griffith Buck of Iowa
State University, developed a series of roses,
which were very cold-hearty, repeat blooming
shrubs and floribundas. My first one was Katy
Road Pink, a found rose, which was later found to
be Carefree Beauty, introduced by Dr. Buck in
1977. It is one of the Earthkind Roses. In my
garden it is about the size of a small car, blooms
all summer, gets very little black spot and needs
very little care. I do try to deadhead it as it gets a
large numbers of hips and repeats better when I do
this. I have been known to use hedge clippers to
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do the trimming. The rose doesn’t seem to care.

Carefree Beauty Photo by Star Roses

My second Buck rose is Polonaise. This one
is somewhat smaller, but still a good size. Bobbie
Reed will say I never prune hard enough but I do
like them large. It is a deep pink, almost red, with
lots of petals and little scent. It blooms in large
clusters and, as with Carefree Beauty, requires
little spraying and feeding.

Recently I found Country Dancer. I think this
is the prettiest pink color in my garden. It is rated
8.6 and I can see why. It always has blooms and
again, little black spot. It is smaller than
Polonaise but also newer, so who knows how
large it will get with my minimal pruning.

I also have Hawkeye Belle, a white shrub. It
is taller than the others, more like a hybrid tea. It
has good disease resistance and some fragrance.
The blooms often have a touch of pink and are
very pretty.

My newest Buck rose is Iobelle, a hybrid tea,
which I saw at a presentation to GARS by the
folks from Roses Unlimited in South Carolina. It
is a pink blend, which is, as yet unrated. I will
have to see how it does, as it is still very small but
the bloom we saw was very pretty.

The Buck roses have been removed from the
gardens at Iowa State University and have become
generally hard to find. Roses Unlimited in South
Carolina has begun a search for the lost roses and
has a large collection for sale. I recommend
trying a few as they are among the easiest of my
roses and produce a lot of color in my garden.

Susan Clingenpeel, National
Chair of Horticultural Judges

An interview by Nancy Miller with our GGRS President
and newly appointed National Chair of Judges, Susan

Clingenpeel

Susan, what are your responsibilities as a
National Chair of Judges? The ARS National
judging committee oversees the judging process at
all ARS affiliated shows. We are responsible for
revisions to “Guidelines for Judging Roses” and
establishing criteria for judging schools and
seminars. We work as a team to address any
problems in the area of horticultural judging and
make improvements to the system. There is a
detailed list of our responsibilities in the
Guidelines. I would like to remind people that the
judging committee does not have authority over
many areas that we often get complaints about.
For example criteria for a National challenge class
(use of oasis plus or minus), that Nancy Jean is
classed and judged against miniatures (when the
size is consistent with most MiniFloras, etc) does
not fall under our authority. These issues would
go to the Exhibitor’s committee and classification
committee respectively. We only serve to
implement the Guidelines.

What qualifications do you feel earned you
this appointment? I am a former District Chair
of Judges in the Colonial District. I have been a
judge since 1977 (one of the youngest ever in the
ARS) I have been a member of the National
Judging Committee for the past 9 years.

What do you “bring to the table”? I think I
have served as a judge for many years and seen a
tremendous transition in how roses are judged. I
am a progressive judge but also have a deep
foundation in the traditions of judging. As an
avid exhibitor, I have a view on how I think
judging should be from the exhibitor’s
perspective. I plan to be an advocate for the
exhibitor and address the areas, which they see as
“problems” in judging.






