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From the President
Hi!

Wow, isit hot out there! Make sure that your
roses get plenty of water, particularly the onesin
pots. AsNancy Miller indicated last month, many
water restrictions have been lifted. One of the
restrictions that remain in place is the odd/even
system of which days you can water. So, within
. that restriction, make
sure to keep your roses
moist. You will be
rewarded with rose
blossoms.

The GGRS picnicis
amost hereas | write and
will be history by the
time you read this.

) ThankstoKim & Louie
.| Borland for hosting; we
certainly appreciate their
efforts. We have so much fun socializing and
talking roses.

Don't forget the Deep South District photo
contest. For complete information, go to:
http://www.deepsouthdistrict.org/2009%20Photo
%20contest/digital_contest%202009.htm Just
watch out for the email address. Diane Snyder
informs us that the correct addressis
roberthsnyder@msn.com Make sureto get your
photos to her by July 31.

Then thereisthe DSD Blackspot and Beetle
Festival, held at George Bagby State Park, in Fort
Gaines, GA., August 7-9. Thisisawaysavery
enjoyable meeting. It is held every other year,
opposite the DSD judges training classes.
Blackspot and Beetle provides plenty of time for
socializing and recreation. Each Festival has a
cook-off, which is quite appetizing. Contact John
Tucker, 352-591-2145,
tuckermill s@netscape.com for more information.
There is also more information at

http://www.deepsouthdistrict.org/Blackspot%20a
nd%20Beet| €%020Stuff/B& B%204.htm

Greater Gwinnett Rose Society isworking
with the Northeast Georgia Rose Society to have a
Fall Rose Festival at the State Botanical Garden in
Athens on October 11. We'll al be bringing roses
to show off to the public at the SBG. The Garden
attracts so many folks who are interested in
gardening that it makes a perfect site to talk roses.
It is such agreat venue, so bring your favorite
roses to show off and talk about. It will bea
delight!

DSD has till another event coming up, the
Fall Convention and Rose Show on October 16-18
in Talahassee, FL. Thisis another fun time, with
arose show on the 17", an arrangement classon
the 16" and speakers on the 17"

So, don't fall into the summer doldrums.
There are alot of activities coming up where you
can show and/or talk about roses. Take advantage
of them.

Don Schwarz, CR
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GGRSAugust Meeting

Tuesday, August 4", 7:00pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center

Nuisance Wildlife

Jackie Jujawa, with the Gwinnett County
Extension Service will speak to us on Nuisance
Wildlife. If you have unwelcomed critters
dinning on your roses, veggies, fruits or flowersin
general, thiswould be a great opportunity to find
out how to “uninvite” them to your yard!

Also, we will be conducting the Ugly Rose
Contest. Before the actual judging of the entries,
we'll talk about the bugs and diseases that make
the entries so "outstanding”. If the member is
unsure what is causing their entry to be unusual,
welll try to diagnoseit. Thisis agreat opportunity
to learn more about rose problems and their
causes. Then, well al vote for the ugliest entry.
Entries can be blooms, foliage, or canes. Two
years ago, Nancy Miller beat out the reigning
Rani Von Wurttemberg with amotley specimen
of ‘Conundrum’ besought with a nasty case of
powdery mildew. Will she win again thisyear or
will you? Thisisareally fun contest.

Datesto Remember

July 31—Deadline for ARS Voting
July 31— Deadline for DSD Photo Contest entries
August 4—Rose Society Meeting

September 1—Rose Society Meeting

October 6—Rose Society Meeting

October 11—NGRS/GGRS Rose Festival at The State
Botanical Garden of Georgiain Athens

November 3—Rose Society Meeting

August in the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Rain sure has been unreliable over the last few
months. If you water, please water on your

designated days;, there are no restrictions on times.
Also, don't forget to maintain your spray program
for disease susceptible roses; ideally you should
water your roses prior to spraying. Lastly, this
month we start the preparation for the fall
blooming cycle.

Plant: It's best to wait until late fall or early
winter to plant roses.

Prune Keep deadheading and removing dead and
diseased canes. Remove diseased canes as soon as
possible to help prevent disease from spreading.
Also remove weak, broken, spindly and crossing
canes to keep your roses at their best. From mid to
late August you should prune, fertilize and water
theroses for fall blooming and the fall rose
shows. Take into consideration the amount of
water you plan on providing when pruning and
fertilizing.

Fertilize: August is the month we apply dry
fertilizer in preparation of the coming fall
blooming cycle and for displaying our roses at fall
rose shows. Fertilize your roses about 6 weeks
before the show. It's best to pull back the mulch
before applying fertilizer so that it will get into the
soil quicker, but thisis not necessary. Y ou may
also want to fertilize your repeat blooming roses
with liquid fertilizers about every two weeks.
Alfalfaand Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid
Seaweed, and other liquid fertilizers can be used
both alone and in combination. Organic fertilizers
work best especially with the drought as they will
not burn the roots.

Spray: Keep up with your spray program for
fungus. A good combination of fungicides
includes a systemic such as Triflorene (Ortho
fungal product), Bayer’s Disease Control for
Roses, Flowers and Shrubsor Banner Maxx and a
contact fungicide such asMancozeb or Manzate.
Note that Banner Maxx only needs to be applied
every two weeks. In place of Mancozeb or
Manzate, Daconil can aso be used as a contact
fungicide, but be sureit will not be hot soon after
application. Morning is the best time to apply
fungicide asit is generally not windy, it’'s cooler
and there is plenty of drying time.

We should be over the Japanese Beetles, but you
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need to watch for mites. If you have only afew,
you can use Insecticidal Soap, Neem Oil or a
strong spray of water. But if it isworse, consider a
good miticide such as Avid or Floramite.. You
will need to do repeated applications to combat
mites so check every few days. Bud worms can
also eat holesin maturing buds. Bacillus
thuringiensis (BT) is most effective and only
attacks caterpillars and worms.

As aways be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended and wash after
spraying.

Mulch: When you apply your dry fertilizer, also
replenish the mulch. If you haveit, you can also
apply compost asthefirst layer of mulch. The
compost provides needed humus and will also
help fertilize the roses. A good layer of organic
mulch helps to retain moisture and helps replenish
the humus lost to heat.

Water: Rainfall has been scattered over the past
few weeks. A rain gauge will help you to
determine if more watering is required. Ideally,
roses need about an inch of water per week. This
corresponds to about 2-3 gallons for small roses
and 4-5 gallons for larger roses such as hybrid
teas. When watering, always water well as
sprinkling alittle water every few days only gets
moisture to the top layer of soil or even worse;
just the mulch and we need to get the water to the
roots deep in the ground. A good layer of mulch
also helps retain the moisture level in the soil.

Y ou may also occasionally water the entire shrub
including the leaves, but be sure there is adequate
time for the leavesto dry. Asalwaysit is best to
water deeply less often than alittle every few
days.

Observe Since summer brings Atlanta hot
weather, please look at your roses more often to
check their overall health. Now is also thetimeto
assess what roses are doing well and those that are
doing poorly. Consider removing your poor
performersin the fall and replacing with a better
performing rose.

Rose Care For The Dog
Days Of Summer

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

Woof! We have arrived at the Dog Days of
summer —it's hot, it's humid, and it's raining just
enough to keep leaves wet and encourage fungi. Our
roses are graced with hips and faded blooms rather
than beautiful blossoms; leaves (if there are any) are
showing the effects of blackspot and spider mites. |
know that there will be beautiful rosesin the fall,
hopefully in time for our October 4 rose show, but
what do we do now to make that happen?

Our babies will need food to sustain new growth
into thefall. Early August isagreat timefor along-
feeding fertilizer, like Mills Magic or Purely Organic
or alfalfatea. If those aren't available, try a slow-
release fertilizer like three-month Osmocote. We
aren't going to be using granular fertilizersafter Labor
Day, so be sure to feed now.

To absorb that food, your roses will need water. |
know it's hard to water around the restrictions, but try.
If you can't water every rose, figure out which ones are
most tender, or least well established, and be sure to
water those. Our occasional showerswill help here,
too; don't forget to use your rain barrel to collect extra
water for in-between rains.

Mid-to-late August is agreat timefor
deadheading. If you haven't already, go out there and
cut off every rose hip you see, and every spent bloom,
as soon as the stamens have turned brown. But don't
stop there— keep cutting! Thisisanideal timefor a
late summer pruning— not so hard as back in March,
but hard enough to regenerate the roses.  Try to cut off
perhaps 20-30% of every bush.

Pruning now will also help you to time the
blooms, which isimportant both for a rose show and
for that special fall garden party. Hard-core
exhibitionists, err, exhibitors, know how many daysto
alow from summer pruning to fall bloom. Hybrid teas
may take from 35 to 66 days, according to the pros,
but average out to about 45 days, or 6%2weeks. The
timing for different cultivars varies according to how
many petals a bloom has— Uncle Joe might take 55
days from cut to bloom, while Bride's Dream might
take only 36 days. To allow for natural variations, the
pros will figure out atarget date, cut some of the bush
(or more likely, one of several bushes) on that date,
some 5 days before, and some 5 days later, in case the
wesather is really hot and sunny, or cool and rainy.
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Miniatures and minifloras tend to cycle faster than
hybrid teas, averaging about 40 days (28 to 47 days).
Other rose cultivars have their own cycle periods,
again mostly depending on how many petals they
have. For thisyear, six weeks ahead of our show is
August 23, so you should probably be pruning from
August 15 to August 30. If you'd like to get a head
start for next year, keep notes on your garden calendar
this year for when you cut, and when the blooms
appear.

Finally, we need to clean up the diseases and other
pestsin the garden. Now isthetimeto regain control,
especialy if you missed afew spray dates while
traveling. Try using manzate/mancozeb/pentathlon or
asimilar CONTACT fungicidefor a least three sprays
in arow, as close together as possible — maybe every
57 days. Asaways, you can combine these with a
SYSTEMIC fertilizer, like Funginex, BannerMaxx, or
Compass. Then go back to your regular spray
program: for the rest of August and through October,
at least, plan to spray once aweek with
Funginex/mancozeb, or every other week with
BannerMaxx/mancozeb.

For beasties.... normally 1'd tell you to wash off
the undersides of the leaves with a hard water spray.
That's hard to do when you can only water for 25
minutes, three days aweek. | find myself resorting to
the hard chemicals like Avid or Floramite when spider
mites arrive, especialy if | can find someone who'll
share a bottle with me. For insects, as always, I'll try
to avoid spraying, since that just encourages the spider
mites.

Fall is coming, with its beautiful roses; be sureto
help it along!

Editor’'s Note: This article was reprinted from the
August 2008 The Rose Vine. If you are planning
on showing at an upcoming show this fall or
displaying your roses at the NGRS/GGRS Rose
Festival at The State Botanical Garden of Georgia
in Athens, take Bobbie’s formula into account for
number of days to prune ahead for the date of that
particular show(s).

WFRS VVancouver Rose

Convention
By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

Once again, it’stime for summer travels.
With the 2010 ARS Fall Convention planningin

full force, Don and | decided we needed to see
what we can learn from other conventions, so we
were off to Vancouver, British Columbia, for the
World Federation of Rose Societies convention in
June. Gardens! Roses! Cool weather!

Exorbitant prices! Oops, that last one just slipped
in.... We saw lots of roses along the way,
especially Dr. Huey, blooming with peonies all
along our northern route heading there, and more
roses on the southern return. | was particularly
fond of the wild roses we saw in Washington
State and in California. We even got to stop at the
American Rose Center in Shreveport, which was
definitely experiencing the summer doldrums.

As soon aswe arrived in Vancouver, we were
swept up in the rose show, which was held in the
new convention center half amile’swalk from the
hotel. | got to judge, along with other DSD
judges Ed Griffith, Kitsy Mostellar, Linda & Walt
Reed, and Pam & Rob Russell. After agrueling
and chilly morning’sjudging, | had time to look
around. The Canadian classes were quite
different from our local shows. For starters,
hybrid teas are judged in color groups, rather than
alphabetically, and instead of queen, king, and
princess, the head table showed the best red, best
yellow, and best pink hybrid teas, one of which
was designated best rose in the show. Naturally |
was entranced by all the OGRs and shrubs— they
grow so well in the Pacific Northwest! — but the
selections of hybrid teas and floribundas were also
quite different. Most striking were the

horticulture entries (above) that required other
plant materials to make bouquets and other
displays. Exhibitors came from near and far, and
so did the crowds who' d come for the roses. The
rose event was a cross between aregular rose



