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From the President

Dear Fellow Rosarians:

July’s temperatures were warm, and whatever rain
we got was needed and very much appreciated. The
drought seemsto have affected the Japanese beetle
population. | had some but not as many beetlesas |
havehad in past years. The weather conditions have
been perfect for diseases and insects, like black spot,
powdery mildew, spider mites and thrips. Hopefully,
you were able to maintain your spraying program to
keep these diseases and little pests at a minimum.

The Rose Show Committeeis hard at work
preparing for the GGRS/NGRS Fall Rose Show,
October 4-5. It takesalot of volunteers to makeit a
success. Thanks go to our members who have
volunteered to chair various committees or to hep in
the many other jobs connected with the show. Rose
exhibiting experienceis not required in many of the
positions. To hdp defray one of the many expenses of
the show, please consider underwriting an award.
Checks should be payable to the Greater Gwinnett
Rose Socigy (GGRS), put the name of the award you
are underwriting on the check, and give or mail it to
thetreasurer, Kim Borland, at 6705 Mountain Meadow
Dr., Clermont, GA 30527.

Specia thanks goto (1) Kimand Louie Borland
for hosting the society’ s annual piic at their home
thisyear and to everyonewho brought food. We had a
great turnout, plenty of food, and good fellowship. (2)
Bill Belknap, who continues to make sure we havethe
necessary productsfor our roses, by once again
organizing a chemical orde for Shealy productsin
July.

Soon my term as GGRS President will be coming
to an end. At the August 5" meeting, wewill createa
nominating committee to start the process of selecting
the sociay officersfor 2009. Please consider
participating when asked to be on the committee or to
servein oneof the positions.

There has been wonderful attendance at our
meetings. Whiletaking pleasure in the appetizing
refreshments members have brought to the meeting,
we have enjoyed each other’s company. Please
continueto come to the meetings. Don Schwarz has

brought us some great programs throughout the year.
Thank you, Don. Be sure to mark Septembe 2 on
your calendar. Bobby Burnswill be returning with a
Workshop on Budding Roses at the Collins Hill
Library. Remember to look at the society’ sweb site,
http://www.gwinnettrose.org, for meeting information
if you accidentally ddeted your email or if you have
not recaved your newdleter by snail mail.

See everyone at the August 5™ meeting.

Linda Bohne, CR

Datesto Remember

August 5—GGRS monthly meeting, Bill Mahan on
Improving Your Rose Photography at Christ
the Lord Lutheran Church, Lawrenceville

September 2—GGRS monthly meeting, Bobby Burns
with a Workshop on Budding Roses at the
CollinsHill Library

October 4-5—GGRS/NGRS Rose Show, Buford, GA

October 10-12—DSD Convertion & Rose Show,
Birmingham, AL

November 4—GGRS monthly meeting at Christ the
Lord Lutheran Church, Lawrenceville

December 14—Christmas/Holiday Party, at Susan
Clingenpee!’ s home

January 6—GGRS monthly meeting
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GGRS August Mesting

Tuesday, August 5th, 7:00pm

Christ the Lord Lutheran Church
1001 Duluth Highway, Lawrenceville

Improving Your Rose Photography

Join us to hear Bill Mahan discusstips and
techniques for improving our rose photography. Bill is
a professional photographer with many years of
expeience. Hehasalso served as ajudgein rose
photo contests. Whilethe entry deadline for the
District contest has just passed, remember that there
will be a photo contest with our fall rose show,
Octobe 4-5. Mr. Mahan promisesto be avery
interesting speaker, so please join us.

Dueto the run-off election on August 5" wewill
be meeting in thesanctuary of Christ the Lord (CTL)
Lutheran Church in Lawrenceville Thisis Nancy
Miller’schurch. Thedirections are below. It isnot far
from the GJAC building downtown where we usually
meet.

Don Schwarz, CR

Christ the Lord Lutheran Church (CTL) is off of Duluth
Hwy 0.8 miles on the right as you exit Hwy 316. There
is a Meineke Car Center to the right of the church.
Enter the church from the front through the double
doors on the right. The sanctuary is directly on the
right.

Upcoming Rose Shows and Conventions

Oct. 4-5—GGRS/NGRS Rose Show, Bogan Park,
Buford, GA

Oct. 10-12—DSD Corvertion & Rose Show,
Birmingham, AL

ROSE SHOW PHOTO CONTEST

Hello photo enthusiasts—rose show time is also
photo time for GGRS. We will be having a photo
exhibition class again this year at the
GGRS/NGRS Rose Show at Bogan Park October
4" and 5". Entries should be 8x10 photos,
mounted in an 11x14 white mat. The mats can be

purchased inexpensively at Hobby Lobby,
JoAnne’s, Michael’s and Wal-Mart. The classes
will be in the September Newsletter and in the
Show schedule. Please start taking pictures of your
favorite roses to share with everyone at the Show.

Diane Snyder, CR

August In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Hopefully, you received some rain over thelast few
weeks. If you need to water, please water on your
designated days and times. Also, don't forget to
maintain your spray program for disease susceptible
roses; ideally you should water your roses prior to
spraying. Lastly, don't forget to cut a few rosesto
enjoy.

Plant: It's best to wait until late fall or early winter to
plant roses.

Prune Keegp deadheading and removing dead and
diseased canes. Remove diseased canes as soon as
possible to hdp prevent disease from spreading. Also
removeweak, broken, spindy and crossing canes to
keep your roses at their best. From mid to late August
you should prune theroses for fall blooming and the
Rose Show in October. Take into consideration the
amount of water you plan on providing when pruning.
Given the drought situation, it is best to prunea
quarter or less of the bush to avoid pushing the bush to
put on growth it may not have sufficient water to
support.

Fertilize August isthe month we apply dry fertilizer
in preparation of the coming fall blooming cycle and
to be ableto display our roses at our Rose Show.
Towards the end of August should betheidedl timeto
apply thefertilizer for our fall Rose Show. It's best to
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pull back the mulch before applying fertilizer so that it
will get into the soil quicker, but thisis not necessary.
Be sure to continueto fertilize your roses with liquid
fertilizers about every two weeks except for the one
time bloomers. If we get sufficient rain or you are able
to water, you should also apply liquid fertilizers every
couple of weeks to give the roses the needed nutrients
to hdp produce the blooms and foliage. Alfalfaand
Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid Seaweed, and
other liquid fertilizers can be used both alone and in
combination. Organic fertilizers work best especially
with the drought as they will not burn the roots.

Spray. Keep up with your spray program for fungus.
A good combination of fungicidesindudes a systemic
such as Triflorene (Ortho fungal product), Bayer’s
Disease Control for Roses, Flowers and Shrubsor
Banner Maxx and a contact fungicide such as
Mancozeb or Manzate Notethat Banner Maxx only
needs to be applied every two weeks. In place of
Mancozeb or Manzate, Daconil can also be used as a
contact fungicide, but be sure it will not be hot soon
after application. Morning is the best time to apply
fungicide asit is generally not windy, it's cooler and
thereis plenty of drying time.

We should be over the Japanese Begtles, but you need
to watch for mites. If you have only afew, you can use
Insecticidal Soap, Neem Qil or a strong spray of water.
But if it isworse, consider a good miticide such as
Avid or Floramite. Y ou will need to do repeated
applications to combat mites so check every few days.
Budworms can also eat holesin maturing buds.
Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most effectiveand only
attacks caterpillars and worms.

As always be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended and wash
afterwards.

Mulch: When you apply your dry fertilizer, also
replenish the mulch. If you haveit, you can aso apply
compost as thefirst layer of mulch. The compost
provides needed humus and will hep fertilize the
roses. A good layer of organic mulch hdpsto retain
moisture and he ps repl enish the humus lost to hest.
Water: Rainfall has been scattered over the past few
weeks. A rain gaugewill hdp you to determineif
more watering is required. | deally roses need about an
inch of water per week. This corresponds to about 2-3
galonsfor small roses and 4-5 gallons for larger roses
such as hybrid teas. When watering, always water well

as sprinkling of littlewater only gets moisture to the
top layer of soil and we need to get water to the roots
deepe inthe ground. A good layer of mulch will also
help retain the moisture leved in the soil. Y ou may also
occasionally water the entire shrub including the
leaves, but be sure there is adequate time for the leaves
to dry before nightfall. Asalwaysit is best to water
deeply less often than a little every few days.

Observe Since summer brings Atlanta hot weather,
pleaselook at your roses a more often to check their
overall health. Now is also the time to assess what roses
are doing well and those that are doing poorly. Consider
removing your poor performersin thefall and replacing
themwith a better performing rose.

May Hospitality

Sonya and Mikhail Shames will provide this
month’s refreshments.  Remember, you need only
bring the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.

Free 4-Month Trial
Membership In ARS

For those of you hew GGRS members who have
wondered about joining the American Rose Society,
here is an opportunity to get a free4-month tria
membership. Any oneof us can also enroll afriend or
family member inalocal rose society (why not
GGRS?) plus enroll them in ARS for 4 months for
fred What a great Christmas present this would make
for a Rosarian!  See the information below from Pat
Shanley, Chairman Marketing and Membership
Committee ARS

At the Denver Convention, the ARS Board authorized a
FREE TRIAL MEMBERSHIP initiative:
Every new non-ARS member of a local society
will receive a Free Trial 4-month membership
in the American Rose Society. This trial
membership will include:

Two issues of the American Rose Magazine

A list of ARS Partners offering discounts

The Reciprocal Garden Guide
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An invitation to apply for the US Bank Credit Card
An ARS Membership Identification Card
Other benefits adding up to a $34 value

To beeligible, a person must be a new member of a
local society. The person can join alocal society and
take advantage of thisfreetrial membership in ARS
immediately. The offer runs from July 1% to December
31% 2008.

Roses in Review

Roses in Review is now available on the American
Rose Society (ARS) web site for all Consulting Rosarians
and all others who grow roses. Last year more than 10
percent of ARS membership participated. More
participants are being sought for this year's survey so
that we can produce truly reliable data for the ARS
Handbook for Selecting Roses. Remember, the Deep
South District lost to the Northern
California/Nevada/Hawaii District by a small number
of votes. So, please take a few minutes of your time to
evaluate your new roses and maybe our district can
succeed with the most participants for RIR. Only
evaluate roses you grow from the cultivar list.

There has been a changeover in the practice
concerning which varieties appear on the RIR list. The
list this year includes all varieties currently in their
second, third, or fourth year in commerce in North
America. By waiting until the second year in commerce,
more rosarians have the chance to fairly evaluate their
roses, and those varieties of roses are eliminated that
only show up for one year and then disappear from
commerce.

Also included is a 'Special Review' group of
cultivars. These are older cultivars which, for one
reason or another, have never received a rating. Please
take some time to look at this group and provide data
on any that you grow.

Electronic input is preferred
(http://www .stsrv.com/rir/rirsplsh.htm) or the form can
be found in the July/August issue of the American Rose
and mailed to the DSD’s Roses In Review District
Coordinators, Walt and Linda Reed (821 Carnellian
Lane, Peachtree City, GA 30629.) Review deadline is
September 26, 2008.

Rose Care For The Dog

Days Of Summer
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Woof! We havearrived at the Dog Days of
summer —it's hot, it'shumid, and it's raining just
enough to keep leaves wet and encourage fungi. Our
roses are graced with hips and faded blooms rather
than beautiful blossoms; leaves (if there are any) are
showing the effects of blackspot and spider mites. |
know that there will be beautiful rosesin thefall,
hopefully in time for our October 4 rose show, but
what do we do now to make that happen?

Our babieswill need food to sustain new growth
intothefall. Early August isa great timefor along-
feeding fertilizer, like Mills Magic or Purely Organic
or afalfatea. If thosearen't available try a slow-
release fertilizer like three- month Osmocote. We
aren't going to be using granular fertilizers after Labor
Day, so be sureto feed now.

To absorb that food, your roseswill need water. |
know it's hard to water around the restrictions, but try.
If you can't water every rose, figure out which ones are
most tender, or least wdl established, and be sure to
water those Our occasional showers will hdp here,
too; don't forget to use your rain barrel to collect extra
water for in-between rains.

Mid-to-late August isa great timefor
deadheading. If you haven't already, go out there and
cut off every rose hip you see, and every spert bloom,
as soon as the stamens have turned brown. But don't
stop there—keep cutting! Thisisanideal timefor a
late summer pruning— not so hard as back in March,
but hard enough to regenerate theroses. Try to cut off
perhaps 20-30% of every bush.

Pruning now will also hdp you to time the
blooms, which isimportant both for a rose show and
for that specia fall garden party. Hard-core
exhibitionists, er, exhibitors, know how many daysto
alow from summer pruningto fall bloom. Hybrid teas
may take from 35 to 66 days, according to the pros,
but average out to about 45 days, or 6%2 weeks. The
timing for different cultivars varies according to how
many petals a bloom has— Uncle Joe might take 55
days from cut to bloom, while Bride's Dream might
take only 36 days. To alow for natural variations, the
pros will figure out a target date, cut some of the bush
(or more likely, oneof several bushes) on that date,
some 5 days before, and some 5 days later, in case the
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westher isreally hot and sunny, or cod and rainy.
Miniatures and mini-floras tend to cycle faster than
hybrid teas, averaging about 40 days (28 to 47 days).
Other rose cultivars havether own cycle periods,
again mostly depending on how marny petal s they
have For thisyear, six weeks ahead of our show is
August 23, so you should probably be pruning from
August 15 to August 30. If you'd liketo get a head
start for next year, keep notes on your garden calendar
thisyear for when you cut, and when the blooms
appear.

Finally, we need to clean up the diseases and other
pestsin the garden. Now isthetimeto regain control,
especially if you missed a few spray dateswhile
traveling. Try using manzate/mancozeb/pentathlon or
asimilar CONTACT fungicidefor at least three sprays
inarow, as closetogeher as possible— maybe every
57 days. Asaways, you can combinethese witha
SYSTEMIC fertilizer, like Funginex, BannerMaxx, or
Compass. Then go back to your regular spray
program: for therest of August and through October,
at least, plan to spray once a week with
Funginex/mancozeh, or every other week with
BannerM axx/mancozeb.

For beadties.... normally 1'd tell you to wash off
the undersides of the leaves with a hard water spray.
That's hard to do when you can only water for 25
minutes, three daysaweek. | find myself resorting to
the hard chemicals like Avid or Floramite when spider
mites arrive, especialy if | can find someone who'll
share a bottlewithme For insects, as always, I'll try
to avoid spraying, since that just encourages the spider
mites.

Fall is coming, with its beautiful roses; be sureto
hdp it aong!

GGRS Annual Picnic

By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

Thefood
was ddicious,
' the company
ddightful, and
' thewesther—
. wdl it was mid-
July, of course
it was hot and

Our Hostess & Host, Kim and Louie Borland

humid. The roseswere gorgeous and the bushes
themsdves were healthy and humongous!

Thank you X TR e
Kimand
Louie
Borland for
onceagan
hosting a
wonderful
Annua
GGRS

Mandy with Danielle and Carter

Summer Picnic!!! A special thanks goes out to Mandy
Borland for being the perfect hostess for the two youth
at the picnic with her reptiles, chalk art and slip-and -
dlide. (The“over 40-group” want to know when you
are going to get an adult version of the slip-and-slide?)

3

We at GGRS do love a good picnic! photo by Rani

We can never get enough of Loui€ sribs and this
years kabobsaswdl. And, it’s..- a pleasant escape
from the * burbs to the peace and quie of the country.
Thiswas such a wonderful opportunity to sit back and
enjoy ourselves with our significant others, friends and
fellow rosarians. | can’t wait until next summer.

ARS 2009 AOE Roses

TheAward of Excellence, a designation of merit
given to new miniature and mini-flora rose varieties of
superior quality and marked distinction, was
established by the American Rose Society Board of
Directors thirty fiveyears ago. Sincetheinception of
the Award, there have been 106 AOE wimers.

Unnamed seedlings or sports of miniature or Mini-
Flora varieties are submitted by commercial and
amateur hybridizers for evaluation for two years in
nine AOE public test gardens, spaced geographically
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across the United States. Each public garden has an
AOE supervisor and five evaluators. Entries are
scored on eleven criteria four times during each
growing season. At the end of thetrial period,
Awards of Excellence are given to deserving
seedlings, with a maximum of five per year.

The 2009 AOE winner sannounced in
Oklahoma City, OK, on May 31, 2008, are Degja
Blu, Ambianceand Warm and Fuzzy.

Deja Blu

(‘BENwise')

This“Pick-able
Patio Rose” isa
mauve Mini-Flora
with light fragrance
and good exhibition
form. It should do
wdl as a garden rose
and on the show
table. DgjaBlu’s
habit isupright; it is
vigorous and tall. Deja Blu does equally wdl in the
ground or a patio planter. Its cut flower breeding
makes for long lasting bloomsthat repeat quickly and
are set off by very dark green holly-likefoliage. It
was hybridized by Frank Benardella and will be
introduced by Nor’ East Miniature Roses.

Ambiance (‘BENsiete)

Another
Mini-Flora
from Frank
Benardella,
which healso
describesas a
“Pick-able
Patio Rose’.
Ambianceis
apricot and really catches your eye with its perfectly
formed blooms. Itisatall plant with large blooms and
foliage. It performs wdl inthe ground or in a planter,
and the more bloomsyou cut, the quicker it isto
repeat. Thisrose should be a winner on the show
bench or your kitchen table. 1t will be introduced by
Nor’ East Miniature Roses.

Warm and Fuzzy (‘WEKhasamiro’)

Its
colorisa
warm red,
which
refusesto
fade or
blue, and
its buds
are
pointed to
ovoid,
covered
with soft
“moss’. Thusit gesitsname. Warm and Fuzzy isa
miniature of medium height (12-16") with a rounded
to dlightly spreading habit, deep glossy green foliage
and fully double blooms (more than 25 petals) bornein
shapely clusters. It has a strong sweet juniper
fragrance when you rub the fuzzy buds. It was
hybridized by Tom Carruth [its parentageis listed as
(Seedling x Santa Claus) x Danny Boy] and will be
introduced by Weeks Roses.

Leave the Leaves
By Baxter Williams, Master Rosarian

Every season the phone call comes, and a voice
says, “My roses’ leavesal fell off. What am | doing
wrong?’ Mostly the answer is, “It iswhat you are
NOT doing.” Inthemajority of cases thereason for
leaf drop thistime of year is an infection of blackspot
fungus disease. But that is not awaysthecase. Let’'s
look at some of the common reasons.

Blackspot. Our recent westher conditions are
ideal for fungus infections. Nighttime temperatures of
70 — 85 degrees F, with evening humidity leves
beginning around 90 percent (nighttime humidity
amost alwaysrisesall of the way to the “dew point”
in early morning hoursjust before dawn), make for
disease. Expectit. And pre-empt it.

If you already have the disease, then you must take
stepsto get it under control. One spraying will not
suffice. To assure its containment you must spray
your roseswith a “killer” [contact] fungicide, such as
with a product containing Mancozeb. That will
decimate the spore populations, and give you and your
bushes some relief. But it makes some real senseto
also use afungus preventer [systemic] product that will
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assure that the new spores that land on the leafl ets on the
morning’ s breeze have no chance of re-infecting the
plant. Two good preventive products are Banner MAXX
and Compass, and although they are mildly expensive,
they give good results. Funginex (Ortho Rose Pride
Rose and Shrub Disease Control) is aless expensive
aternatethat is more readily available. Utilize both
Mancozeb and one of the other products, mixed together,
at 5-day intervals, for amonth. At that time, if you
haven't missed any sprayings, the blackspot should be
arrested. And the nice thing about the preventersis that
they will, thereafter, give 2 weeks of protection
(Funginex gives a 7 day protection when plants are
clean).

Think of how many daylight hours you will save by
having to apply the products every other week, instead of
every week (in our case, a 4 hourstimeto spray the
entire garden, | save about 100 hours per year by
applying product 25 times per year instead of 50 timed).

Do not dilute these chemicals beyond what is
called for on the product labels. Theobject istokill
thefungi, not make themsick. Y ou want them dead,
dead, dead. All preventers should be alternated with
other types of chemicals. The continued useof asingle
product will make the disease more resistant to that
product.

Not Enough Water. Too littlewater will cause
theleavesto ydlow and fal off. The plant dropsits
leavesto conserve maisture, but will simply dieif
moistureisn’'t provided soon after going into stress.
Such stress almost always causes all of theleavesto
ydlow at the sametime, usually beginning near the
bottom of the plant. The solutionis simply to get
adequate water to them.

Spider mites. Spider mites can, and will,
ddoliate your bushes, if not detected soon and dealt
with sufficiently. They inhabit the undersides of the
leaflets, and suck the juices out of them. They are
easily detected by discdoration of the lesflets. The
centers of the leaflets develop a lighter color than the
edges and, if turned over, usually exhibit a trashy, “salt
and pepper-ish” look. Examined under a strong
magnifying glass, thelittle beasties are seen
scampering about. Kill ‘em. Either knock them off
the undersides of the leaflets using a strong water blast
(garden hose, with a pistol grip nozzle or a Jet-All), or
use Avid. Theonly problemwith Avidisthat it
offends your pocketbook.

M echanical damage. If aroot, or bud union, or
cane, or leaf part, isdamaged, it islikdy to die.
Naturally, leaves above the damage will be lost. If

damageis not extensive, then the damaged bud union or
cane may cortinue to function for awhile. This buys you
some future production time, but you should still plan to
cut away the damage before long. In doing so, be sureto
use sharp todls, and use white glue (Elmer’s) to seal cuts
on the bud union.

Random necrosis. Sometimes a rose bush will
simply abort a stemor cane. | sometimes say that the
affected stem“is plugged up with chaesteral”, but that is
somewheat far-fetched. Thefact isthat the affected stem
or cane haslost its value to the plant, and the plant will
discontinue sending nutrientsits way, causing it to die.
Just cut it off the plant, and hope that the plant will send
up another, better one.

Therose plant must haveleavesto live. Seethat
it does.

This old world that we're livin' in
I's might hard to beat.
You get a thorn with every Rose
But - ain't the roses sweet?
Frank Stanton

Additional Rose Resources

American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+),
$59 Senior Joint, $10 Y outh and a three-
year membership is $140 Individual.
Membership benefits indudethe
American Rose Magazine, the &
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses

The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors

Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and Rose
Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each for the
other three), to hdp you explore the world of roses.
ARS Website: www.ars.org

TheDSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold M edal -winning
quarterly publication of the Degp South District of the
ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per year, or $25 for 3
years. Mailing address: Jim & Kay Harrell, 121
Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbullein@Fairmarsh.com

DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org




