
TheRose Vine
Newsletter of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society Affiliated with the American Rose Society

August 2007

From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

Thankfully, July was not as hot as June. What
rain we got, even through it varied depending on
where you lived, was needed and very much
appreciated. During the course of the summer
your roses may have been dealing with a number
of diseases and insects, like black spot, powdery
mildew, spider mites, or thrips. Hopefully you
were able to keep up your spraying program to
keep these diseases and little critters at a
minimum.

We are planning
now for the fall rose
shows. Hopefully, you
will consider exhibiting
a few roses in the
NGRS/GGRS Rose
Show, October 13-14 at
the Georgia State

Botanical
Garden in
Athens, or at
the Deep South
District
Convention,
October 19-21
at the Sheraton

Chief Louie, the Baron of BBQ

Buckhead Hotel in Atlanta. Even if you are not
into exhibiting roses, you can prepare your garden
so there are wonderful fall blooms to enjoy.

We had a great turnout for the society picnic
at the home of Kim and Louie Borland. It was
perfect picnic weather, and everyone enjoyed
looking at roses and being out in the country.
There was plenty of food and good fellowship too.
Thank you Kim and Louie for being wonderful

hosts, and to everyone who brought food.
A special thank you to Bill Belknap, Chris

Bohne, and Don Schwarz, who have done an
excellent job of researching web-hosting
companies. A new web site for the society is in
place and the new web address is
http://www.gwinnettrose.org. This site has more
space, which allows more information to be
posted about our society's activities; additional
educational materials will be added. If you have
any suggestions or would like to contribute
something to the site, please let Bill know.

If you placed a product order from Shealy's
with Bill Belknap, pick up
your purchases from 6:30-7
pm in the Gwinnett Justice
and Administration Center
parking lot before the August
7 meeting. Thanks, Bill, for
coordinating the order and
making the necessary
arrangements with Jim
Young.

Have you done the Roses in Review (RIR)
yet? Input is needed from garden rosarians as well
as exhibitors, and from new rosarians as well as
seasoned veterans. If you are not an ARS member
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yet, your input is important, too. For these results
to be meaningful, everyone needs to participate.
Last year more than 10 percent of ARS
membership participated. To help determine the
ratings in the ARS Handbook for Selecting Roses,
please take a few minutes to evaluate the roses
you grow that are on the list. The deadline is
September 26. You can participate by filling out
the forms in the JulyAmerican Rose magazine or
by going to http://www.stsrv.com/rir/rirsplsh.htm.

Half the year is over and now it's time to
create a nominating committee to choose the 2008
GGRS officers. Consider participating when
asked to be on the committee.

Please continue coming to the meetings. We
have such a good time when we are together. Don
Schwarz has brought us some great programs this
year. Having hybridizer Michael Williams as the
guest speaker at the June meeting was so
stimulating. We are fortunate to have many
interesting programs on the fall schedule.

I look forward to seeing everyone at the
August 7 meeting.

Linda Bohne, CR

Dates to Remember
August 7—Drying and Arranging Dried Roses

by Henry Everett and Diane Snyder
PLUS The 2007 Ugly Rose Contest

August 10-12—Deep South District Blackspot
and Beetle Festival

Sept 4—GGRS Monthly Meeting
Sep 13-17—ARS Fall Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show, St. Louis, MO
Oct 6-7—Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 13-14—NGRS & GGRS Rose Show, State

Botanical Gardens, Athens, GA
Oct 13—Georgia National Fair Rose Show, Perry

GA
Oct 19-21—Deep South District Convention &

Rose Show, Atlanta, GA

August Hospitality

Sonya Shames will provide this month’s
refreshments. Remember, you need only bring
the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

GGRS August Meeting

Tuesday, August 7th, 7:00pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center

Conference Room C

Drying Roses
August promises an interesting meeting as

Henry Everett and Diane Snyder will talk with us
about drying roses and arranging dried roses.
While it is always nice to have fresh blooms to
beautify the house and to share, that's not always
possible. So, Diane and Henry will discuss factors
that seem to help the drying process and those that
are less successful. They'll bring along some
samples of their efforts to show how the roses
turned out.

The "Ugly Rose" contest is coming back in
August! Before the actual judging of the entries,
we'll talk about the bugs and diseases that make
the entries so "outstanding." If the member is
unsure what is causing their entry to be unusual,
we'll try to diagnose it. This is a great opportunity
to learn more about rose problems and their
causes. Then, we'll all vote for the ugliest entry.
Entries can be blooms, foliage, or canes. Last
year, Rani Von Wurttemberg and her "artfully"
chewed ‘Soroptimist International’ won the
trophy. Will she win again this year or will you?
This is a really fun contest.

Remember to arrive early if you have an order
from Shealy's to pick up.

Don Schwarz, CR
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August In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Hopefully, you have received some of the rain we
have had over the last few weeks. If you do need
to water, please water on your designated days
and times. Also, don’t forget to maintain your
spray program for disease susceptible roses;
ideally you should water your roses prior to
spraying. New roses need water more often as
they do not have an established root system.
Lastly, don't forget to cut a few roses to enjoy.
Plant: It's best to wait until late fall or early
winter to plant roses.
Prune: Keep deadheading and removing dead and
diseased canes. Remove diseased canes as soon as
possible to help prevent disease from spreading.
Also remove weak, broken, spindly and crossing
canes to keep your roses at their best.
Fertilize: August is the month we apply dry
fertilizer in preparation of the coming fall
blooming cycle and to be able to display our roses
at our Rose Show. For our fall Rose Show, the
end of August should be the ideal time to apply
the fertilizer. It's best to pull back the mulch
before applying fertilizer so that it will get into the
soil quicker, but this is not necessary. Be sure to
continue to fertilize your roses with liquid
fertilizers about every two weeks except for the
one-time bloomers. Liquid fertilizers provide a
needed boost and help maintain the blooms and
foliage at their best. Alfalfa and Manure Teas,
Fish Emulsion, Liquid Seaweed, and other liquid
fertilizers can be used both alone and in
combination.
Spray: Keep up with your spray program for
fungus. A good combination of fungicides
includes a systemic such as Triflorene (Ortho
fungal product), Bayer’s Disease Control for
Roses, Flowers and Shrubs or Banner Maxx and a
contact fungicide such as Mancozeb or Manzate.
Note that Banner Maxx only needs to be applied
every two weeks. In place of Mancozeb or
Manzate, Daconil can also be used, but be sure it
will not be hot soon after application. Morning is

the best time to apply fungicide as it is generally
not windy, it’s cooler and there is plenty of drying
time.
Watch for mites. If you have only a few, you can
use Insecticidal Soap or a strong spray of water.
But if it is worse, consider a good miticide such as
Avid or Floramite. Neem Oil can also be used.
You will need to do repeated applications to
combat mites so check every few days.
Budworms can also eat holes in maturing buds.
Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most effective and
only attacks caterpillars and worms.
As always be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended and wash up
afterwards.
Mulch: When you apply your dry fertilizer, also
replenish the mulch. If you have it, you can also
apply compost as the first layer of mulch. A good
layer of organic mulch in the summer helps keep
weeds under control, retains moisture and helps
replenish the humus lost to heat.
Water: Rainfall has been scattered over the past
few weeks. A rain gauge will help you to
determine if more watering is required. Roses
need about an inch of water per week. This
corresponds to about 2-3 gallons for small roses
and 4-5 gallons for larger roses such as hybrid
teas. When watering, always water well as the
sprinkling of little water only gets moisture to the
top layer of soil. We need to get water to the
roots deeper in the ground. A good layer of mulch
will also help retain the moisture level in the soil.
You may also occasionally water the entire shrub
including the leaves, but be sure there is adequate
time for the leaves to dry. Don’t forget to water
newly planted roses more often as they have not
had time to establish a sufficient root system and
so need more water.
Observe: Since summer brings Atlanta hot weather,
please look at your roses more often to check their
overall health. Now is also the time to assess what
roses are doing well and those that are doing poorly.
Consider removing your poor performers in the fall
and replacing with a better performing rose.
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Too much?
If the soil in the bottom of that test hole is quite
wet, then roots can rot. Also, too much water can
both exclude needed oxygen and wash away
valuable nutrients. So use a little common sense,
and don’t neglect applying the most important
chemical to your roses, hydrogen hydroxide–
water.

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
By Henry Everett, Consulting Rosarian

This past spring I had made up my mind not
to buy any new roses except the very expensive
ones on fortuniana rootstock where I also had to
pay for shipping cost. In my relentless pursuit of
rose show awards, these were the latest things in
exhibition hybrid teas. But, I met my downfall. I
was at Home Depot and the shipment from
Florida had just arrived with a load of “classic”
hybrid teas. I stopped, only to admire them, then

found myself
reaching out for
an old friend I
remembered
from my youth
or was it her
youth. Right
there on the
pallet, just off the

Photo from Heirloom Roses

truck, was ‘Royal Highness’. You would have
been attracted too, I know you would have. The
glossy, dark foliage was unblemished, the plant
was full of leaves and there were three fat buds of
soft pink. One was opened enough you could
smell the deep fragrance. Of course, I took it right
up to the cash register, whipped out the charge
card and home we went.

You might be thinking, I could not possibly
justify such a weak, impulsive moment; but just
listen. I had been reading Heirloom Roses catalog
and they had written up this same variety. Their

catalog says, “A rose that I have loved since it
won the All American Award in 1963. Classic,
long pointed buds unfurl into high centered,
exhibition style blooms of clear soft pink. The
large blooms are very fragrant. Winner of the
Portland Gold Medal. Upright, bushy plant with
dark, glossy, leathery green foliage Continual
bloom, 40-50 petals.” Here it was, no shipping
charge. What a bargain.

I figured if I just enjoyed the three blooms it
was worth the six dollars and change I had paid
for it. So, I did enjoy them. Then, when the
weather was right I found a spot to plant it. And, it
began to grow. Some new leaves came, then some
stems, then more buds. I believe it has bloomed
“continually” since I planted it. Now there are a
few things about this variety that are really special
and I want to point them out to you... For one
thing, the color: it is a clear soft pink. I expected it
to fade to white as the flower aged; but this did
not happen, that color stayed fresh. Also, I
expected the growth to slow as the summer heat
came, but this plant is still fresh and vigorous as a
holly. Surely the flowers would look puny in the
heat; but no, the flowers have great substance.

In 1964, the hybridizers, H. C. Swim and O.
L. Weeks won an award for this rose, ‘Royal
Highness.’ They won the David Furstenberg
Award for outstanding introduction of a new rose
of American origin suitable to the American
climate. Well deserved, I say.

Wallace Beggs will bring September’s Rose of the
Month article to you. As a reminder, the months of
November and December are still open for anyone
who wishes to volunteer.

H. L. Shealy Order
Don’t forget to arrive between 6:30 and 7:00 pm
prior to the August 7th meeting to pick up your
order in the parking lot of the Gwinnett Justice
and Administrative Center. Look for the BIG
truck and Bill Belknap’s little white Ford Ranger.
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You Too Can Speak Rosarian
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

In the June issue of the Rose Vine, I published six
definitions to enlighten us. I got feedback from
one member, Don Schwarz, who also gave me
some suggestions for this month’s list of words.
So, without further ado, here are your next six
“rose words” of enlightenment.

1—Pesticides – “any chemical that is used by
man to control pests. The pests may be insects,
plant diseases, fungi, weeds, etc. Therefore
insecticides, fungicides, herbicides, miticides, etc.
are all types of pesticides. Some must only touch
the pest to be deadly, while others must be
ingested to be effective.”1

2—Fungicides – “chemicals used to control the
fungi that cause molds, rots and plant diseases.
All fungicides work by coming in contact with the
fungus…Three categories based on mode of
action exist: protectants, eradicant and
systemic.”2

3—Insecticides – “those chemicals used to
control insects. There are six general categories
defined according to the way in which they affect
the insect: stomach, contact, residual, fumigant,
repellent and systemic.”3

4—Miticides – “specific chemicals used to
control mites and ticks. Miticides are similar in
action to insecticides.”4

5—Organic Fertilizer – “those which come from
once-living organisms. They can range from
animal wastes (manure) to ground up organisms
(fish emulsion) to former plant materials
(compost).”5

6—Inorganic Fertilizer – fertilizer derived from
mineral or chemical substances also referred to as
synthetics. “Synthetics dissolve relatively quickly
in the soil, especially the so-called fast-release
types.”6

1, 2, 3, 4 and 5 – Consulting Rosarian Manual
6 – The Big Book of Garden Solutions

July Picnic Recap
By Rani Von Wurttemberg

Saturday, 17th July we gathered at Kim Borland’s
home for our yearly picnic. Driving there took
awhile but the rewards were many. First we were
greeted with a winding driveway then soon we
started seeing roses. The laughter of the early birds
sitting on the swing was a lovely sight as was the
group seated on large rockers on the front porch
with huge whirling fans overhead. I believe this
group was quite relaxed, chatting and laughing
away. The temperature must have been 10 degrees
cooler as we sat with the North Georgia Mountains
in the background munching baskets of roasted

peanuts. We were so happy to be so far from the
bustling traffic and suburbia and enjoying Kim and
her husband, Louie’s home. Sitting in the shade of
the many trees on lawn chairs was so very relaxing
in the cool sweet air.

Louie was busy expertly handling two grills with
meats and roasted corn, which were emitting
enticing smells as the soft mild breeze wafted the
aromas in our direction making us hungry. Soon it
was time to eat the delicious offerings including the
many homemade dishes we had brought. We
enjoyed the food as we sat and enjoyed each other’s
company. Of course we had to have our deserts,
which were delectable, and seconds were quite in
order. Mandi, a delightful young lady and daughter
of Kim and Louie saw to it that our youth Rosarian
Danielle was entertained. She had set up a spraying


