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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

Summer seems to be passing very quickly,
even though it has officially just begun.
Temperatures have been warm and rain sparse. It
is okay to be lazy during the summer heat, but
don’t forget summer maintenance for your roses.
Disease, insects, and mites seem to flourish
regardless of the weather conditions. While
continuing your spray routine, remember that
roses also enjoy an organic boost such as alfalfa
tea during the stress of heat. Our roses will
reward us with outstanding fall blooms if we keep
them healthy during the summer.

The Rose Show Committee has started to
prepare for the Rose Show on October 4-5.
Please consider volunteering when you are asked
to help.

I hope everyone will be able to attend our
annual picnic this year. Kim and Louie Borland
will be our hosts again on Saturday, July 12.
Their home provides a lovely setting for a picnic
and they are great hosts. Come join your fellow
members for good food and fellowship.

A few reminders…..The Deep South District
Photo Contest ends Thursday, July 31. If you
have not sent in your rose photos yet, I am sure
that Diane would appreciate it if you started to
send your entries now, so her computer is not
overwhelmed. Please use her new email address,
roberthsnyder@msn.com. The contest rules are
available on the Deep South District web site,
http://www.deepsouthdistrict.org, and were
published in The Rose Vine in March.

Roses In Review is now available for all CRs
and all others who grow roses. It is a requirement
for CRs. We can exceed our previous total and
win the competition if all CRs in our District
submit this report. You can report on line at the
American Rose Society web site –
http://www.stsrv.com/rir/rirsplsh.htm (definitely

the preferred method) or mail your form to DSD’s
Roses In Review District Coordinators, Walt and
Linda Reed (821 Carnellian Lane, Peachtree City,
GA 30629.) Reviews must be submitted by
September 26, 2008

If you happen to be a hot weather person,
enjoy the rest of the summer season. As for me, I
will be happier when the fall season gets here.

Linda Bohne, CR

Dates to Remember
July 12—GGRS Annual Picnic at Kim & Louie

Borland’s in Clermont, GA
August 5—GGRS monthly meeting, Bill Mahan on

Rose Photography at GJAC
September 2—GGRS monthly meeting, Bobby Burns

with a Workshop on Budding Roses at the
Collins Hill Library

October 4-5—GGRS/NGRS Rose Show, Buford, GA
October 10-12—DSD Convention & Rose Show,

Birmingham, AL
November 4—GGRS monthly meeting
December 14—Christmas/Holiday Party, at Susan

Clingenpeel’s home
January 6—GGRS monthly meeting
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GGRS July Meeting

It’s picnic time!!! No regular meeting, see
picnic announcement below:

GGRS Annual Picnic
Saturday, July 12th, 4:00pm

It's time once again for all of us dedicated
rosarians to take time out and get together with
other GGRS members and their families for the
2008 picnic. Everyone is invited to my house on
Saturday, July 12th around 4pm to sit back, relax,
and put your feet up. For anybody who missed
last year’s event, a great time was had by all, with
lots of great food - yes, we'll have ribs again -
and fellowship. So mark your calendars, bring the
whole family, small children are welcome to bring
a friend if they like, and there will be water
activities so pack a swim suit!!
We've pruned, sprayed, fertilized, mulched &
some of us even exhibited, we deserve to sit down
and relax awhile. See you there.

Editor’s note: If you haven’t already, please
contact Kim Borland to let her know you’ll be
coming and what dish you will be bringing.

Directions

I-985 north to exit 24, and turn left onto
Jessee Jewell Pkwy.
Turn right onto Limestone Pkwy US-129
N/GA-11 N for approx 13 miles.
Turn left onto GA-284 and go approx 1/2
mile.
Turn left onto GA-283 and go approx 2
miles.
Mountain Meadow Dr. is on the right. It's a
dead-end street.
As you enter the cul-de-sac, my house is on
the left, #6705.
The mailbox looks like a red barn, with yucca
plants behind it.

Kim Borland, CR

July In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Although we have had a little rain here and there,
unfortunately our drought continues. Watering on
our designated days and times will probably be
required for a while. Also, don’t forget to
maintain your spray program for disease
susceptible roses; ideally you should water your
roses prior to spraying. New roses need water
more often as they do not have an established root
system. Don't forget to cut a few roses to enjoy.
Plant: Wait until late fall or early winter to plant
roses. For container purchased roses, leave the
roses in the pot or transplant to a larger one. Put it
in an area with some shade especially afternoon
shade to help protect it, as roses in pots tend to
dry out sooner. Roses in pots also appreciate
being mulched.
Prune: Keep deadheading and removing dead and
diseased canes. When deadheading it is not
necessary to cut back to a five leaflet, but do make
sure you leave a cane appropriate to support more
growth. Remove diseased canes as soon as
possible to help prevent the disease from
spreading. Also remove weak, broken, spindly
and crossing canes to keep your roses at their best.
Note: some roses, such as ‘Knock Outs’ and other
EarthKind roses, do not need to be deadheaded. If
you choose to; it will make for a neater
appearance and stimulate new growth sooner.
Fertilize: Although you can continue to fertilize
your roses with liquid fertilizers about every two
weeks, I think it prudent to use fertilizers
sparingly unless you can provide sufficient water.
Don't forget that one-time bloomers do not need
to be fertilized during the summer since they are
not actively blooming. Some roses do not like our
hot weather and those roses too do not need as
much fertilization. Given the dry conditions I
recommend delaying applying dry fertilizers to
about mid August. By that time we should have a
better idea of our drought conditions and mid-
August is the proper time to fertilize for the fall
blooms.


