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From the President

Hi!

Wow, have we been busy. Time just fliesby.
It seems like we just finished our spring rose activi-
ties when rose shows started to happen. The spring
rose shows have been hives of activity, what with
set-up, entering roses and pl acement, judging and
clerking, greeting the public, and take-down. The
rain and hail we received afew weeks back certainly

tions about any of the candidates, please ask. Y our
votesreally do count, so vote!!!

Make sure you have July 18 reserved for our
annual picnic at the Borland’shome. Y ou know
you'll have fun talking with all the other rosarians,
and great food, as well.

Don Schwarz, CR

cut into the number of entries for the Greater Atlan-
ta Rose Society’ sshow. It was clear to me, though,
that the public thought thet all the roses were beauti-
ful. Many folks had questions and others picked up
handouts. The South Metro Rose Society’ s show
was full of color, with quite afew entries. Congratu-
lations to al our members who participated. More
info on the shows' resultsisin alater article.

For many of us rosarians our favorite month is
June. The pressures of getting roses to the rose
shows are over, and now we can sit back, relax, and
just enjoy our rose gardens. If only it weren't for
those pesky Japanese beetles, June would be perfect.
It is easy to relax too much, so pay attention to your
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Spray regimen and stay with it, even on the hot days.
It is easy to get off-schedule while on vacation, so
get back to your spray program as soon as possible.
If you are amember of the American Rose So-
ciety, you should have already received your ballot
this month for the triennial election. Y ou have two
important votes to make. The first isfor the Vice-
President of the ARS. The person elected to this po-
sition will become our ARS president in three years.
Jolene Adamsand Bob Martin are the candidates

Datesto Remember

June 2—GGRS monthly meeting, The Spraying of
Your Rosesby Ryan Tilley
July 18— GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Borland’s

for this office. Thereis adetailed review of their

qualificationsin last month’ sRose Vine and in the
May/June issue of the American Rose. The second
vote you will be asked to make is for the Deep
South District director. Karen Prevatt and Lee
Haleare running for this position. Their statements
are also in the last issue of the Rose Vine. This
election is quite important to the ARS and DSD.
Please review and consider the position of each can-

June Hospitality

Ros Tripp will provide this month’s refresh-
ments. Remember, you need only bring the food. Di-
ane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates, cups, forks,
spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, ook
for your name here each month as areminder.

didate and vote by June 30. If you have any ques-
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GGRS June Meeting

Tuesday, June 2, 7:00 pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

The Spraying of Your Roses
Presented by Ryan Tilley

Oh, don’t you just want to scream at that rose
foliage with black and yellow spots all over it?
Short of leaving our hot humid environment or
covering our yards with * Knock-Outs ; routine
spraying is essential to preventing that situation
on most of our roses Ryan Tilley, Consulting
Rosarian, is owner of the landscape service ‘ Rose
Gardens by Ryan’, which specializesin roses
grown locally as well asauthor of the informative
Weather Word and other monthly contributions to
The Phoenix, Greater Atlanta Rose Society’ s new-
Sletter.

Ryan will be sharing with us recent develop-
mentsin the local garden scene and giving us
some guidance on what to do about that nasty fo-
liage and probably even those annoying pests we
contend with too.

His wife Wendy will be bringing new garden-
ing products to make our job in the yard easier.

You really don’t want to miss this meeting!

Junein the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

We till do not have consistent warm/hot weather so
it seems summer is aways off but it will be upon us
with its warm days and nights soon. The weather
certainly has been inconsistent — never the same
from one week to the next. Rain has returned, hope-
fully, for the duration of the summer and it seems
cooler, at least so far. Hope your garden is doing
well.

Plant: It isreadlly too late to plant arose in June, but
if you purchase one, you can still do so. Make sure
the soil is properly amended especially with organic
matter; the rose must also have sufficient water in
order to survive over the summer; including plenty
(up to 50%) of organic matter when planting. This

will help agreat deal to hold the water and not affect
therose. If it isacontainer grown rose, you may
want to consider keeping it in apot. | would, how-
ever, recommend moving it to alarger pot to giveit
some room to grow. Then place therosein itsin-
tended location. If it is hgppy there, you will find
out prior to planting it. Given it isin acontainer you
may also want to shelter it somewhat during the hot
summer; black pots absorb heat readily and will
tend to dry out the soil in them very quickly.

Prune: Mgjor pruning should also not be done dur-
ing the summer months, however, continue to dead-
head your roses removing dead and diseased canes.
It is best to remove diseased canes as soon as possi-
ble to help prevent it from spreading. It'salso time
to trim your OGR's once the blooming cycleis
complete. Remove weak, broken, spindly and cross-
ing canes to keep all your roses at their best. Note
that some roses such as Knock Outs and other
EarthKind Roses do not need to be deadheaded, but
it is perfectly OK to do so. Ladly, prune your one-
time blooming roses after they have put on their
spring show.

Fertilize Given the potential for drought conditions
over the summer be careful on the amount of ferti-
lizer you use. For now we can continue to fertilize
our roses with liquid fertilizers about every two
weeks, note that one-time bloomers do not need to
be fertilized nearly as much as hybrid teas since
they are not actively blooming during the summer.
For repeat blooming roses you may apply your dry
fertilizers on aregular program - about every 6 to 8
weeks. Liquid fertilizers provide a needed boost and
help maintain the blooms and foliage at their best.
Alfalfaand Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid
Seaweed, and other liquid fertilizers can be used
both alone and in combination. Note most of your
perennials would also like alittle liquid fertilizer. If
you do not get rain and do not wish or can not wa-
ter, reduce the fertilization or stop fertilizing. | rec-
ommend the later as there will still be nutrientsin
the soil to feed the roses.

Spray: We need to keep up with our spray program
for fungus. | recommend a combination of asys-
temic such as Triflorene (Ortho fungal product),
Bayer’s Fungal product or Banner Maxx and a con-
tact spray such as Mancozeb or Manzate. In addi-
tion, Banner Maxx only needs to be applied every
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two weeks. Daconil can also be used as a contact
spray, but be sure it will not be hot too soon that
day. Morning is the best time to apply the fungicide
asitisgeneraly not windy, it's cooler and thereis
plenty of drying time.

Thrips can also be a problem on lighter colored ros-
es especially yellows. Y ou can control thrips with
Orthene, Insecticidal soap or Neem Qil. Ortheneis
probably the most effective, but Insecticidal soap
and Neem Oil work well enough. Watch for mites
also and apply your favorite miticide, available pri-
marily online. Y ou will need to do repeat applica-
tions to combat these pests so check every few days.
Bud worms can also eat holesin maturing buds. Ba-
cillusthuringiensis (BT) is most effective and only
attacks caterpillars and worms.

As aways be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended. Onceinside, itis
also best to remove al outer clothing and take a
shower or at |east wash thoroughly after spraying.
Water: The best defense against alack of water is
good organic soil and mulch. Over time an organic
mulch will aso help to provide humus to maintain a
healthy soil. Potted roses are probably the hardest to
maintain over the summer since they do not have
nearly the volume of soil. When watering, it isvery
important to water well. Water only once per week
unless you have new roses which require water 2-3
times per week. Thisway the water will get deep
into the soil. Note that alight rain may not even get
to theroots as it may be absorbed by the mulch. An
inch of water corresponds to about 2-3 gallons for
small roses and 4-5 gallonsfor larger roses such as
hybrid teas. Lastly, consider purchase of arain g
water gauge. Rainfall can be highly variable
and this will help determine how much addi-
tional water your roses require.

Mulch: Mulching is one of the best precau-
tions we can take for roses and many plantsin
the landscape. A 2-3 inch layer of organic
mulch will keep down weeds, retain moisture
and most importantly it will add humusto the
soil. Happy gardening.

Susan’s Marvous Mostellar Trophy, right,
and her Robert H. Snyder Trophy, far right.

Spring Rose Excitement

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

Somecall it thesilly season. It certainly isa
challenging season. We've been rushing, rushing,
rushing, to get our gardens into shape since Feb-
ruary, pruning, spraying, feeding, weeding, water-
ing, all with the added pressure of unaccustomed
rainfall, stormy weather, and some of the hun-
griest bugs I’'veseenin along time. For awhile,
our garden looked like afestival for blackspot and
powdery mildew and caterpillars and earwigs,
with weeds taller than the roses.

The reasons for the frenzy finally arrive asthe
garden bursts into its once-a-year spectacular
spring bloom, with roses and their fragrance over-
shadowing the blackspot and hail and bug dam-
age. Wow! It reminds me all over again why we
do this.

So what do we do with all these beautiful
blooms? Share them with friends and strangers,
we hope, but also take them to arose show, of
course. Don and | have been to four rose shows
in the last month. OK, | admit that’s not normal,
but that’ s why the book is called “ Otherwise
Normal People.” | got to judge at three, and exhi-
bit at two. There’'s something about a rose show
that’ s so enticing, whether | have roses to show or
not. Such beauty!

The local showswere small this year, after
difficult weather, but lovely. GGRS membersdid
quite well at the Atlanta show.

Susan Clingenpeel won
three trophies for Old Garden
Rose, mini, and shrub bou-
quets, classic shrub, dowager
gueen and other OGR classes,
floribunda and shrub collec-



