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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The springtime weather is finally here. I hope
everyone’s roses have started to recover from the
unseasonable weather that came in early April. It
will be nice to see rose colors in the garden again.
Many of us didn't even have roses to enter in the
spring rose shows. However, we can look
forward to bringing our roses to the local fall
shows. This year’s NGRS/GGRS Fall Show is at
the State Botanical Gardens in Athens on
Saturday, October 13, and the Deep South District
Convention and Rose Show is in Atlanta October
19-21. Please consider attending the convention
and entering roses in the shows. See the
newsletter calendar for other fall shows.

The ARS Mini National Convention and Rose
Show in Charlotte, NC, on May 4-6 was very
nice. There were many beautiful roses to see and
a good number of arrangements were entered.
There is an article about the convention in this
newsletter.

At the May meeting the embroidered shirt for
GGRS was discussed. The majority of the
members agreed on the preferred style of shirt,
color, and logo design. At the June meeting
vendor pricing will be reviewed and voted on.
Please come to the meeting to cast your vote.

Congratulations to all our members who were
able to exhibit at the spring shows. A big thanks
to all our members who participated at Pike’s
Rose Day on May 26th. Mark your calendar for
the annual GGRS picnic - Saturday, July 14th at
Kim Borland’s home.

A reminder – The American Rose Society
(ARS) membership dues are scheduled to change
on July 1. If you are a member, don’t forget to
renew your membership by that date. If you are
not a member and would like to join and enjoy the
many membership benefits, go to the ARS web
site, http://www.ars.org, or call 318-938-5402, for

more information. Please remember to bring a
friend to our June meeting, featuring nationally
noted/known/renowned rose hybridizer Michael
Williams. Let’s have a good turnout for our
special guest.

The Japanese beetles will be here before long.
Don’t let them get the better of you. Have a
wonderful summer.

Linda Bohne, CR

June Meeting Update
Tuesday, June 5th, 7:00pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Hybridizing Roses
Michael Williams, noted national mini rose

hybridizer, will talk with us about "Hybridizing
Roses". He has hybridized and introduced more
than 30 roses, including "Andie MacDowell”,
“Autumn Splendor”, “Carolina Lady”,
“Chattooga”, “Palmetto Sunrise”, and “Pierrine”.
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The Award of Excellence is sponsored by the
American Rose Society and is an impartial, two-
year rating program exclusively for miniature
roses. During the recent ARS All-Mini National
Convention in Charlotte, NC, Mr. Williams
received another ARS Award of Excellence for
one of his 2008 rose introductions. This
introduction is not yet named. Perhaps we will
learn its name during his presentation. Perhaps he
will bring some roses with him.

Don Schwarz, CR

Dates to Remember
June 5—GGRS monthly meeting “Hybridizing

Roses” by Michael Williams
June 28-July 2—ARS Spring Nat’l Convention &

Rose Show, St. Paul, MN
July 14–GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Kim

and Louie Borland’s
Sep 13-17—ARS Fall Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show, St. Louis, MO
Oct 6-7—Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 13-14—NGRS & GGRS Rose Show, State

Botanical Gardens, Athens, GA
Oct 19-21—DSD Convention & Rose Show,

Atlanta

June Hospitality

Rani von Wurttemberg will provide this
month’s refreshments. Remember, you need only
bring the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks,
ice, plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

June In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Summer is upon us with its warm days and
nights. Unfortunately, so is the drought. Mulch
and water are the two most important things we
can do for our roses. Of course, continue with
your spray program if you have roses subject to
fungal disease. I hope your roses look better than
mine. The only rose to bloom “normally” this year
has been my Swamp Rose, which burst into
bloom a few of weeks ago. Nearly Wild is just
now starting it's first blossom explosion. Having
roses sheltered by trees from the freezing weather
was a lucky break for Bobbie, Don and us, as they
were able to share their wonderful fragrant roses,
including many OGR's, with us at last month’s
meeting.

Plant: It is really too late to plant a rose in
June, but if you purchase one, make sure the soil
is properly amended especially with organic
matter and keep the rose well watered. If it is a
container grown rose, you may want to consider
keeping it in a pot. I would recommend moving it
to a larger pot to give it some room to grow. Then
place the rose in its intended location. If the rose
is happy there, you will find out prior to planting
it.

Prune: Major pruning should also not be
done during the summer months, however,
continue to deadhead your roses. Removing dead
and diseased canes is always appropriate. It is best
to remove diseased canes as soon as possible to
help prevent the disease from spreading. Also
remove weak, broken, spindly and crossing canes
to keep your rose at its best. Note that some roses
such as Knock Outs and other Earth Kind Roses
do not need to be deadheaded, but it is perfectly
ok to do so. Lastly, prune your one-time blooming
roses after they have put on their Spring show.

Fertilize: Continue to fertilize your roses with
liquid fertilizers about every two weeks. Note that
one-time (non remontant) bloomers do not need to
be fertilized nearly as much as hybrid teas since
they are not actively blooming during the
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summer. For repeat (remontant) blooming roses
apply your dry fertilizers on a regular program -
about every 6 to 8 weeks. Liquid fertilizers
provide a needed boost and help maintain the
blooms and foliage at their best. Alfalfa and
Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid Seaweed,
and other liquid fertilizers can be used both alone
and in combination. Note most of your perennials
would also like a little liquid fertilizer.

Spray: With the warm weather returning we
need to keep up with our spray program for
fungus. I recommend a combination of a systemic
such as Triflorene (Ortho fungal product), Bayer’s
Fungal product and Banner Maxx. In addition,
Banner Maxx only needs to be applied every two
weeks. With the systemic fungicide I also use a
contact product such as Mancozeb or Manzate.
Daconil can also be used, but be sure it will not be
hot too soon that day. Morning is the best time to
apply the fungicide as it is generally not windy,
it’s cooler and there is plenty of drying time.

Thrips can also be a problem on lighter
colored roses. You can control thrips with
Orthene, Insecticidal soap or Neem Oil. Orthene
is probably most effective. Watch for mites also
and apply your favorite miticide, available
primarily online. You will need to do repeat
applications to combat these pests so check every
few days. Budworms can also eat holes in
maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most
effective and only attacks caterpillars and worms.
Editor’s Note: Please use insecticides and miticides
when you spot an active case on your roses NOT as a
preventative. Most insecticides will kill beneficial
insects as well.

As always be sure and follow the
manufacturer’s directions and wear the proper
clothing. Using a respirator is highly
recommended. Once inside, it is also best to
remove all outer clothing and shower or at least
wash up thoroughly.

Water: If you have applied sufficient organic
mulch (2-3 inches) and need to reduce your use of
water, you may. However, the roses will probably
not bloom as much. It is very important to water
deep when watering. Water only once per week

unless you have new roses, which will require
water 2-3 times per week. This way the water will
get deep into the soil. Note that a light rain may
not even get to the roots as the mulch may absorb
it. An inch of water corresponds to about 2-3
gallons for small roses and 4-5 gallons for larger
roses such as hybrid teas. A reminder that it is OK
to water the entire rose including the leaves, but
make sure there is adequate time for the leaves to
dry before night fall.

Mulch: With the drought conditions mulching
is almost a necessity. A 2-3 inch layer of organic
mulch will keep down weeds, retain moisture and
add humus to the soil.

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
By Bill Stafford

Without hesitation, “Double Delight” is my
most favorite rose. As the name suggests,
“Double Delight” presents two features that
astonish my senses. The deep hypnotic fragrance
of spicy sweetness that can be smelled several
yards away is my favorite feature of this rose. In

fact on warm
calm days,
when I am
walking
around the
back yard I
can get a
whiff of
sweet smell
that draws
me to the

Double Delight photo by Star Roses

rose garden. There I follow the fragrance through
the garden, right to “Double Delight”. Once there
the real treat is to bury my nose in the petals to a
sweet explosion. When I open my eyes the
second feature that I love is the incredible mixture
of a beautiful red and cream, perhaps the colors of
strawberries and cream. The lavish blend of red
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and cream force a smile on my face and remind
me that all of the intense work, care and labor of
love are necessary to produce this magnificent
combination of sight and smell.

The rose was hybridized by Swim and Ellis
from a cross of “Grenada” and “Garden Party”. It
was introduced to commerce and won the All
America Rose Selection honor in 1977.

Many times I have taken bouquets of roses to
friends and family. After their initial “wow” of the
mixed colors and glory I search through the
bundle to find my “Double Delight” and tell them
they must smell this rose. They push their nose
into the center and a wide smile spreads over their
face. I then proudly say, “It's ‘Double Delight’,
my favorite rose!”

Susan Clingenpeel will bring July’s Rose of the
Month article to you. As a reminder, the months of
November and December are still open for anyone
who wishes to volunteer.

2007 Mini ARS Convention
May 4-6 Charlotte, NC

by Linda Bohne, Consulting Rosarian

The skies were overcast and the temperature
was cool, making it a perfect day for Karen Radde
and me to start our drive on Friday to Charlotte,
NC, for the 9th Mini ARS Convention. After
arriving at the hotel and getting settled in the
room, we went to the lobby to register at the
convention registration desk. There were 110
registrants and each person received a
commemorative “Ricky Hendrick” rose bush.
Ricky was a former NASCAR driver, who later
became a NASCAR owner. He and several
members of the Hendrick’s family were killed in a
plane crash in October 2004. Vendors at the
convention included H.L. Shealy (Jim Young),
Witherspoon Roses, and Almost Heaven Roses.
In the evening everyone gathered a short distance
from the hotel for a gala party at the Mint
Museum of Craft +Design, and had an

opportunity to tour
the museum’s
galleries.

The exhibitors
were up early
Saturday morning

Linda Bohne studying
the Queen court

prepping their roses
and working on their
arrangement designs.
Karen and I
volunteered to clerk Susan Clingenpeel reviewing

the judging

with the show judges. The Mini Rose Show is
usually a small show. The quality of the roses
was very good in spite of the weather many
rosarians experienced early in April. In the
afternoon there were two presentations: 1) Roses
& Pesticides – Can We Do Without Them? by
Don Myers and 2) Doing a Challenge Class –

Step-by-Step by
Harold Baker.
Both seminars
were well attended.
Mid-afternoon
awards were
presented to the
winners of the
horticultural and
arrangement
challenge classes

Harm Saville Memorial Challenge

and the two queens. Nationally known
hybridizers Frank Benardella, David Clemons,
and Michael Williams were recognized for their
new Award of Excellence roses, which will be
available at selected nurseries in 2008. After the
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award presentation, it was time for the wine and
cheese party.

Many people boarded a bus Sunday morning
for the tour of Robert Myers's garden and a
botanical garden in Gastonia. Robert’s 500+
roses were seriously affected by the freeze in
April so there were only a few rose blooms to be
seen. After the continental breakfast, it was time
to get back on the bus for the trip to Gastonia to
see the Daniel Stowe Botanical Garden. It is a
fabulous garden. In 1991, Daniel J. Stowe, a
retired textile executive, reserved about 400 acres
of prime rolling meadows and lakefront
woodlands to develop a world-class botanical
garden. A 1999 Gala celebrated the completion of
the Visitor Pavilion and the installation of 10
acres of manicured gardens, 12 sparkling
fountains and a woodland trail within 100 acres of
green space. A conservatory is currently being
constructed on the grounds that will highlight
many tropical plants, with a special emphasis on
orchids. If you are near Gastonia when you are
traveling, take a side trip to visit these gardens.
You will find the walk through the gardens very
calming and rewarding.
The weekend went by quickly. I had a good time
with Bobbie Reed, Don Schwarz, Karen Radde,
Susan Clingenpeel and her daughter, Madison.
There was an opportunity to talk with a few
Greater Atlanta Rose Society members who had
attended. It was nice to visit with friends during
the weekend, too, and to talk to some of the
exhibitors about the awards they received. I look
forward to attending next year’s convention.

GGRS Summer Picnic
As I sit here on my porch in jeans and sweatshirt,
the thermometer reads 62', but my calendar insists
that summer is indeed around the corner. Which
means so is the Annual GGRS Picnic!!. And as
you all know I have accepted the honor of hostess
this year.
For those of you who weren't in attendance at last

months meeting, it was voted to move the date
from July 7th to Saturday July 14th.
I live in a small "one-horse" farm community,
called Clermont, with dear-hubby Louie, two
daughters, Amanda & Becky, three dogs and 2
lazy cats. We have a large front and backyard that
is very "kid-friendly", with plenty of parking. So
please come, bring the family and plan to spend
the day.

I'll be passing around a list for food sign-up's
at our June meeting; I will have maps/directions
as well. If you can't attend the meeting, and need
info, please e-mail me or call and I'll gladly send
info.

Looking forward to it, and hope to see
everyone there.
kim.borland@yahoo.com
770-983-1806
Leave a message if necessary.

Making The Most Of
Your Roses, Pt.3

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

A few years after I first joined a rose society, I
discovered exhibiting roses. It was fun! It gave
me a different way to look at roses, and to
appreciate a rose, one (hopefully) perfect bloom
standing tall in a vase. My first trip to the head
table was a real thrill. After practicing and
participating at rose shows for several years, I've
come to expect that I'll win ribbons, and
occasional awards, when I go to a show. But I
keep finding new ways to challenge my exhibiting
skills. For instance, at a rose show you often see a
"collection", several roses in a single vase. When
I started out I couldn't put two roses in a vase and
have them look good, but I aspired to something
better. With practice, I can now sometimes make
3 roses in a vase look good!

Most rose shows also include spectacular
arrangements, the first thing the public stops to
look at! Mixing roses with other flowers and
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foliage gives a more impressive display than a
simple rose or several roses in a vase. I thought I
could never arrange roses, but eventually I learned
how. You can too.

How did I learn? With a mentor, of course! I
spent time with a skilled arranger in our society,
Mary Coleman, watched her put arrangements
together, listened to her stories of how she had
learned, and gleaned a few tips on how to put it all
together. Sometimes I'd arrive at a show where I
was trying to enter an old rose "bouquet", and
she'd help me set up some Oasis to make it with.
Believe me, I started from scratch!

As I became more interested, I spent more
time at rose and flower shows looking at
arrangements. I tried to figure out what it was

that I liked –
styles of design,
colors, how
roses, containers,
filler, and line
material were
used. I started
taking pictures of
my favorites to
review later. At

some point I started looking at all the designs in a
single class to see which the judges preferred, and
trying to figure out what made that one better than
the others. We learn by seeing!

We also learn by doing – handling the flowers
and the oasis and kenzans (needle holders) and
such didn't come easy for me, and my early
arrangements seemed to fall apart more often than
not. We are advised to practice making
arrangements often, so take all your opportunities
to decorate your homes, churches, parties, or
meetings with rose arrangements. Remember, in
an arrangement, even less-than-spectacular roses
can look good.

One year, I attended a Deep South District
Judges' School with Mary – we were getting ready
for the 2000 ARS Fall National Convention, I was
going to be the show chair, and I wanted to learn
what the judges needed for the show. The session

for arrangements judges was eye opening. I kept
going back to those schools, even though I had no
intention of becoming a judge. I discovered that
there were also arrangements seminars at DSD
Midwinter Meetings and American Rose Society
Conventions, and started attending them. One
might be about containers, one might be about
mechanics, another about styles of designs – and I
started to learn. Occasionally, I even tried to
make an arrangement, knowing full well that I'd
never be as good at it as my mentor, but gaining
skill and confidence along the way. Rarely, I tried
to make an arrangement to enter at a rose show –
and sometimes the arrangement received a ribbon,
but it always made me smile.

Finally, the kind, persistent folks at the school
talked me into taking the test, so now, after ten
years of admiring arrangements, I've become an
apprentice arrangements judge – which just shows
that miracles do happen. Every time I enter an
arrangement in a rose show, I remember my
friend Mary Coleman, and thank her for
introducing me to this way to find more
enjoyment in my roses.

Now it's my turn to encourage you to take up
rose arranging. Take advantage of this summer's
blooms to practice, until you feel comfortable
arranging them. In the fall, you can try an
arrangement at our show in Athens on October13,
or at the DSD show on October 20. There's a
novice class at both of them, or even at the
national conventions coming up in St. Paul and St.
Louis this year. Attend the arrangements seminar
at the District Convention. Practice, and don't be
discouraged if it takes a while to perfect your
skills.

Learn to enjoy the beauty of the rose to its
fullest!

Mother Nature, How Could You?!
a ranting from your editor

“How could you?” is a line from Disney’s
Aladdin. Jasmine meets Aladdin in the market
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place, the palace guards seize him, Jasmine
demands they release him, the guards say she’ll
have to take it up with Jafar, the Sultan’s advisor.
When she does, Jafar lies and tells Jasmine
Aladdin has been put to death. Totally distraught,
Jasmine cries out incredulously “How could
you?!”

My daughter Danielle had that movie
memorized, that line in particular, and would

perform it over and
over from three to five
years old. I feel that
way now after Mother
Nature zapped us with
her wicked cold spell
Easter weekend.
Having close to one
hundred roses, I
couldn’t and wouldn’t
attempt to cover each
one of them. I brought

Danielle Miller at the GARS Rose Show with her two blue
ribbon wins from her rose Hilde photo by David Dale

some of the newer and smaller potted ones into
the garage along with my daughter’s favorite rose,
Rainbow’s End. I must always protect that one.
But the rest of the roses were on their own.

Oh, if I had only known the ravages Mother
Nature had in mind, I think I would have set up
burning pots as they do in the citrus orchards of
Florida. Weeks later the destruction was evident.
I repruned as Bobbie instructed in last month’s
article. Some roses I left on their own to see if
and how they would recover. Those roses,
especially the hybrid teas and floribundas set out
new growth just below the damaged portion of
their canes. Now I have “crepe murder roses”.
You know the look after the gardener has
performed a vicious pruning on the crepe myrtles?
All those branches sprouting forth looking like the
hairdo of one of those fancy show dogs with a
sleek face and pompadour on it’s head two feet
tall and wide! I imagine my job now is to
selectively prune out some of that excess.

I am quite bummed to put it mildly. I love the

rebirth of spring, the chance to correct last year’s
mistakes, to begin afresh. Now I’ve got cold-
ravaged roses with “crepe murder canes”! Mother
Nature, How Could You?!

Our Local Spring Rose Shows
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

The Greater Atlanta Rose Show was just a bit
shy of exhibits due to the unfortunate and late
freeze Easter weekend. Nevertheless, there were
some very fine roses to be viewed. Members in
attendance were Bobbie Reed, Don Schwarz,
Diane Snyder, Louise and Bill Stafford, Al
Coleman, Nancy Miller, Susan Clingenpeel,
Linda Bohne, Henry Everett, Jesse Uselton , Kim
Borland and Grace Cox.

Bobbie Reed and Don Schwarz captured the
majority of the OGR classes, including the
Marvous Mostellar Perpetual Trophy (below) and

Dowager Queen
with ‘Sidonie’,
Miniature Rose
Spray with
‘Soroptimist
International’ and
Collection of 3
Mini Sprays with
the ever adorable
‘Elfinglo’ plus a
Silver in the
Oriental
Arrangements. In
fact, Bobbie and
Don won the

Sweepstakes award for the show and helped to
make the tables worth viewing with all their
glorious roses. A record 50 entries, 30 blue
ribbons and 11 head table wins made for an
exciting 2007 show for this deserving couple!

Karen Radde designed two stunning
arrangements. In Bobbie’s words: “Karen's two
arrangements, the mini oriental (with ‘Green Ice’)
and the standard underwater (with ‘Oranges and
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Lemons’), both won blue
ribbons, their respective
rosettes (mini oriental and
artist), AND the gold medal
certificates for big and mini
arrangements. Which
means they had at least 92
points in judging, and were
the best of their style of
design (mini oriental and
modern), and then, that
they were the best standard
design, and the best mini
design, using arranger-
grown roses. Finally, her

mini oriental
(below) won the
George A.
Harbor, Jr.
Perpetual
Arrangements
Trophy, a local
award given to

the best arrangement in the show. Karen's the
Queen of Arrangements! We're really proud of
her!”

Louise Stafford, who by her claim never has a
rose worth showing, somehow managed to pull a
Mini Queen of Show out of her buckets with
‘Bee’s Knees’! She also won Classic Shrub with
‘F.J. Grootendoorst’ and Mini Collection with
‘Bee’s Knees’. My violin is not even playing for
you this year Louise!!!

I managed my one win with five petals, a
handful of leaves and some intervention from
Susan Clingenpeel for Single-Type Miniature
with ‘Neon Cowboy’.

I didn’t make it to the South Metro Rose
Show the following week. Like many others, my
roses were few and the quality was questionable.
Bobbie Reed said that Gwinnett was well
represented and Cindy Dale had worked hard to

find folks to bring roses, since the local society
members didn't have much.

Cindy Dale, President of the South Metro
Rose Society wrote: “It was a smaller than usual
show (as you would expect) but quite beautiful
and well attended. Having the Lundbergs (Sandy
and Bob) exhibit was essential. They provided so
many quality roses and walked away with the
Mini Sweepstakes plus all 3 Queens, 3 Kings, 2
Princesses (I had the large Princess with
‘Signature’!!!!), and 3 Princes plus a bunch more.
Bobbie Reed had her usual excellence in shrubs
and OGR's and got the Best in Show for one of
those. A fun day was had by all!”

Bobbie Reed reported that “Grace Cox has
been thoroughly bitten by the exhibition bug. This
was the first show she got
to take roses to, and she's
ready to go buy roses and
win everything!” Grace
won best Fully Open HT
with her GGRS auction
rose, ‘Falling In Love’.
(right) Susan was there as
a judge. The four of us
(Bobbie, Grace, Diane
Snyder and Don) also got
to clerk, so we had an in-
depth rose show
experience. I was paired with another first-time
exhibitor, a South Metro person, who will be as
avid an exhibitor as Grace. Someday, they'll take

over the world!”
“Don and I

entered 47 roses,
with some help
from Diane and
Grace after they
finished their
entries. We had 6
roses on the head
table: Dowager,
‘Mme Hardy’;
Victorian, ‘Granny
Grimmetts’; (left)


