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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

Wow, the spring has gone fast! May always
seems to fly by with all the rose shows, rose days
and garden tours. I always have to collect myself
in June and remember to keep working hard in the
garden. It is natural to want to take a break from
your beloved roses after the first glorious flush of
bloom. It is essential though, to keep up with
your spray regimen. Late May and June always
bring my most despised pest – the spider mite.
These pests are so sneaky because they are very
small and attack the undersides of the leaves. If
you are not looking for them, they will invade and
quickly defoliate your bushes. The leaves become

desiccated, yellow and
crumble. There are
several treatments. If
you have a small
number of bushes,
spraying them from the
underside with a strong
blast of water can be
quite effective. For
those of us with too

many bushes to spray there are several miticides
on the market. Both Avid and Floramite are
effective. I recently attended a presentation in
which the speaker stated the use of the insecticide
Orthene actually worsened problems with spider
mites because this chemical (more so than other
insecticides) actually kills beneficial insects that
help kill spider mites. Orthene is available by
itself and is also mixed in with the combination
insecticide/fungicide product Orthonex. The
speaker recommended using the insecticide
Conserve, which is kinder to beneficial insects
and has also shown ability to kill spider mites
when sprayed at a higher concentration. The

recommended insecticide dose is 1/3 tsp./gallon
and the miticides dose is 1 tsp/gallon. I am
avoiding Orthene this spring and using Conserve
for the first time. I’ll let you know how my battle
progresses against the evil mite.

If you are a member of the American Rose
Society, you should be receiving ballots this
month for the Triennial election. You will make
two important votes. The first is for the Vice-
President of the ARS. The person elected to this
position will become our ARS president in three
years. Ed Griffith, Robert Martin and Jeff
Wyckoff are the candidates for this office. There
is a detailed rose resume of their qualifications in
the election issue (May) of the ARS magazine.
The second vote you will be asked to make is for
the Deep South District director. Rob Russell
opposes the current DSD Director, Oline
Reynolds. Both candidates have spoken at our
society discussing their views for the future of the
DSD. This election is vital to the ARS and DSD.
Please review and consider the position of each
candidate and vote by June 30th.

Congratulations to all our members who
exhibited at the spring shows. A big thank you to
all our members who participated at Pike’s Rose
Day. Please remember to bring a friend to our
very special June meeting that will feature ARS
Vice-Presidential candidate Ed Griffith and
English rosarians, Mike and Gerta Roberts. They
will be discussing judging and their May trip to
the World Federation of Roses meeting in Osaka
Japan. We have invited the membership of other
local societies and we hope to have an outstanding
turnout. Work hard in your garden this summer.
Your roses have provided you much joy this
spring and need to be rewarded through the dog
days of summer.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR
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June Meeting Update
Tuesday, June 6th , 7:00 pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room A

Ed Griffith
with Mike and Gerta Roberts

Come join us for an interesting and
informative fun-filled evening. Ed Griffith, ARS
Vice-Presidential candidate and former Deep
South District Director, and Mike and Gerta
Roberts, international rose trial judges from
England, are the guest speakers. They will talk
about the events of the 14th World Rose
convention, which they attended in Osaka, Japan
on May 11-17 and also tell how international rose
conventions are different than the rose
conventions in the United States. There is still
time to invite a friend or two to come with you to
the meeting. Let’s have a good turnout for these
special guests. See you at the meeting.

Dates to Remember
June 6 – GGRS monthly meeting, Ed Griffith with

International Rose Trial Judges Mike and
Gerta Roberts of England – How
International Rose Trials are Conducted

July 16 – Greater Gwinnett Rose Society Picnic at
Peter van Norde’s home 4:00pm

August 1 – GGRS monthly meeting, Cindy Dale from
SMRS--How to Prepare for a Rose Show

September 5 – GGRS monthly meeting, My Favorite
Rose

October 3 – GGRS monthly meeting

November 7 – GGRS monthly meeting

December – GGRS Christmas Party – date and
location to be announced

June Hospitality
Louise Stafford, Ali and Martha Anne

Ansari and Eloise Butler will be sharing their
delectables with us for the June meeting.
Remember, you need only bring the food. Diane
Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates, cups,
forks, spoons, etc.

Look for your name here each month as a
reminder for refreshments.

Welcome New Member
A special welcome to our newest member

Rebekah Borland, daughter of Kim Borland.
Becky started out strong in her new

membership by winning the Silver Honor Medal
in the Novice class of arrangements. We are very
pleased to have Becky as a part of our society and
look forward to seeing her at the meetings.

A reminder to all new members: Please pick
up a copy of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society –
The Basics of Rose Culture For Our New Members
manual from Linda Bohne at your next meeting as
we will not be mailing them.

This manual is packed with information on
growing roses especially in the South with our
clay soil and hot, humid weather.

June In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Summer is upon us with its warm days and
nights. Unfortunately this also brings Blackspot
for many of our roses. To assist your roses in
combating Blackspot and other summer maladies,
keep them well watered and fertilized to maintain
their strength and vigor. Don’t forget to enjoy
your roses too and cut a few for your friends and
loved ones. I love walking among my roses and
smelling their wonderful fragrance.

Plant: It is really too late to plant a rose in
June, but if you happen to purchase one, it can
still be done. Make sure the soil is properly
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amended and the rose stays well watered. If it is a
container grown rose, you may want to consider
keeping it in a pot. I would, however, recommend
moving it to a larger pot to allow room to grow.

Prune: Major pruning should not be done
during the summer months, but it is always
appropriate to deadhead and remove dead and
diseased canes. It is best to remove diseased canes
as soon as possible to help prevent the disease
from spreading. Also remove weak, broken,
spindly and crossing canes to keep your rose at
it’s best. Note that some roses such as Knock Out
and other Earthkind Roses do not need to be
deadheaded, but it is perfectly okay to do so.

Fertilize: Continue to fertilize your roses with
liquid fertilizers about every two weeks. The one-
time bloomers do not need to be fertilized as
much since they are not actively blooming. Apply
your dry fertilizers on a regular program also
every 6 to 8 weeks. Liquid fertilizers provide a
needed boost and help maintain the blooms and
foliage at their best. Alfalfa and Manure Teas,
Fish Emulsion, Liquid Seaweed, and other liquid
fertilizers can be used both alone and in
combination.

Spray: With the warm weather returning we
need to keep up with our spray program for
fungus. With the recent cool weather, I have not
applied any fungicide except once during the
warm spell. I have been very pleasantly surprised
as my ‘Peace’, which usually is a Blackspot
magnate, is mostly free of it. However, with the
warm weather it will be imperative to restart
spraying. I recommend a combination of a
systemic such as Triflorene (Ortho fungal
product), Bayer’s fungal product and Banner
Maxx. Banner Maxx only needs to be applied
every two weeks. With the systemic fungicide, I
also use a contact product such as Mancozeb or
Manzate. Daconil can also be used, but make
certain it will not be hot soon after you spray.
Morning is the best time to apply fungicides as it
is generally not windy, it’s cooler and there is
plenty of drying time.

Thrips can also be a problem on lighter

colored roses. You can control thrips with
Orthene, Insecticidal soap and Neem Oil. Orthene
is probably most effective. Watch for mites also
and apply your favorite miticide. You will need to
do repeated applications to combat these pests, so
check every few days. Budworms can also eat
holes in maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis
(BT) is most effective and only attacks caterpillars
and worms.

As always be sure and follow the
manufacturer’s directions and wear the proper
clothing. The use of a respirator is highly
recommended.

Water: With the start of summer we need to
make sure our roses get sufficient moisture -
about an inch of rain per week. This corresponds
to about 2-3 gallons for small roses and 4-5
gallons for larger roses such as hybrid teas. When
watering, always water deep as a little sprinkling
of water does more harm than good. A good layer
of mulch will also help retain the moisture level in
the soil. It is acceptable to water the entire shrub
including the leaves, as long as you make sure
there is adequate time for the leaves to dry.

Mulch: Don’t forget to maintain at least 2-3
inches of organic mulch. Mulch is one of nature’s
ways to maintain the soil.

Editor’s Note
I’d like to add to Bill’s advice on pruning to include the

pruning of large-flowered climbers. I had recently been
thinking about hacking away at my unruly ‘Joseph’s Coat’ in
order to have some flowers in a location other than eight feet
off the ground. I had pointed it out to Susan Clingenpeel and
asked her opinion. I later came across this article that
coincided with what Susan had told me. This is an excerpt
from an article on pruning I took off the Internet two years
ago. It was from the Berkeley Horticultural Nursery called
Pruning Old Roses by Elizabeth Druitt.

The article states “the primary goal is to encourage
ample climbing shoots and to encourage those shoots to
develop flowering lateral branches. Some climbers bloom on
second and third year wood, so it is advisable not to cut out
more than one or two canes per season; otherwise, you could
get a big bush or vine with no blooms. Letting the climber
form a large basal trunk with side branches that can be
stubbed back about every third year is a good way to keep
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the often-rampant climbers within bounds. Remove dead
blooms; picking back to leave 2 or 3 eyes on the flowering
stem can stimulate further bloom a bit later in the season.”

So, I guess I’ll selectively choose a couple of canes to
“hack” and just deadhead the remaining bush.

A Visit to the Garden of
Peter Van Norde
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

.

When you first walk
into Peter Van Norde's
garden in Duluth, you know
you're looking at the work
of a master. Yet in talking
to him, you become even
more amazed by how this
all came to be.

Peter was born in
Newark, NJ, in 1921, to parents who immigrated
from the Netherlands and Austria-Hungary. He
wanted to see more of the country, so he attended
Georgia Tech, where he studied aeronautical
engineering. He served on an aircraft carrier
during WWII. He later worked for Dr. Goddard
at Curtiss Wright in NJ, developing rocket motors
for the Bell X2 aircraft. He also continued to
serve in the Naval Reserve, eventually retiring as
a Captain. Meanwhile, he attended law school at
night, then practiced law for 45 years. He retired
in 1997, and moved to his current Duluth home in
1999.

Peter was never a gardener before he came to
Georgia. His only experience
with plants was occasionally
picking some parsley for his
mother's cooking. But he
loved the beauty of gardens,
and whenever he saw one he
liked, he kept that image in his
mind. He has traveled a lot in
his life, for work, as a private
pilot until 1998, and as a skier
and golfer. As he gave up

those hobbies for health reasons, he felt that he
needed a new hobby to take up his time, his
energy, and, he says, his money. When he saw
the property he would purchase in 1999, he could
visualize a garden with water features, and
couldn't wait to get to it. He laid out the design,
and hired someone to help make it happen. And
what happened is fabulous!

A flat suburban wedge-shaped lot sloped
steeply upward behind the house, topped by a pine
plantation. The slope, with 60 tons of rock added,
now includes a cascading waterfall and pond,
meandering paths, secluded seating areas, and a
60-foot arbor at the top of the hill. This hardscape
anchors intensive plantings of roses, shrubs,
perennials, and small trees. A private well helps
to keep it all watered. The garden has continued
to expand, and now covers most of the back yard,
the sides, and now the narrow front yard of the
house. From the living room window, from the
back patio, and from all the other seating areas,
there are views of the garden, and the sound of
birds and water. Wow!

Peter says that he selects plants pretty much at
random, buying whatever he likes, and then
figures out where to put them. A visitor's first
impression is of shrub and old garden roses, but
there are hybrid teas, too. The ‘Cherokee Rose’
and ‘Mermaid’ have their own trees to climb;
other climbers are arranged on swags around the
house, cover the arbor (‘New Dawn’), and the
fence behind the arbor. He says that when he got
to 100 roses, he thought, "that's enough." He says
he must not have been very convincing; since now

he has 250.
Peter says that he can only

work in the garden for a couple
of hours at a time, before he
needs to sit down and rest and
enjoy what he sees and smells.
He hires helpers, and directs their
work in the garden, while he sits
and watches and enjoys.

For Peter, the whole point of
having the garden is to share it
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with others. When I first met Peter, the garden
was only a year old and already fabulous. Since
then, the garden has grown, and is often visited by
rose societies as well by garden clubs, senior
citizen groups, garden tours, and anyone else who
loves beauty and roses. If you haven't been there,
you should go!

I've always said growing roses isn't rocket
science, but the way Peter does it, maybe it is!

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
Bing Crosby
By Peter Van Norde

A couple of weeks ago I received a call from
Nancy Miller asking me to pick out any rose I
would like to write about and write an item for the
Rose of the Month column of the GGRS
Newsletter. My immediate reaction was, and I
said to Nancy, “I don’t know anything about
roses, at least not enough to write about them.”
Nancy replied “Well neither do we.”

Well, Nancy is very convincing, and I agreed
to give it a try. Now, I have to pick out one rose to
say something about. I have always thought, “I
have never seen a rose I didn’t fall in love with.”

So, I started to go through names of roses in
my mind starting with patriotic names like
‘Veterans’ Honor’. That led me to ‘Nearly Wild’
during battles before the ‘Knock Out’ followed by
celebrating ‘Peace’ on the ‘Fourth of July’ during
which time the ‘Hero’ shows his ‘Gold Medal’.
And now that the battles have been won, the
veterans do an ‘About Face’ and return home to
their ‘American Beauty’ and ‘Little Darling’ in a
‘Blaze’ of glory.

Then my mind wandered to my younger years
and I remembered the days of ‘Playboy’ running
into ‘Miss Bahavin’ and engaging in a ‘Class
Act’, vowing to keep a ‘Secret’ that we swore to
over a cup of ‘Hot Cocoa’ sealed with a
‘Moonstone’. After a lot of time passed there were
only memories left for this ‘Olde Romeo’. But the

memories still generated ‘Fire ‘ n’ Ice’ as days
moved on to ‘New Dawn’.

I didn’t want to get too ‘Scentimental’, but I
still dream about ‘Double Delight’ during the
‘Valentine’ season and wake up at night shouting
‘Eureka’

Always loving to watch ‘Wee Butterflies’
made me think about a ‘Ballerina’ (and a
Ballerina joke that I will not tell here) and
‘Phantom of the Opera’ and, of course, that led
me to think about ‘Showbiz’ and ‘Music Maker’.

Now, I’m getting someplace – maybe I should
select a rose named after a famous singer who
sang my favorite song from the 40’s – ‘White
Christmas’. Who else but Bing Crosby? That’s it,
I’ll write about the ‘Bing Crosby’ rose.

The first time I saw the ‘Bing Crosby’ rose it
was at his mansion on May 1, 1999. I had the
honor of being there to give my cousin’s daughter
away in marriage. The ceremony was held at the
mansion at the invitation of Kathryn Crosby,
Bing’s widow, who still resides in the mansion.

The introduction
to Kathryn Crosby’s
book, My Life With
Bing includes
comments by Bob
Hope – it begins with
this paragraph: “He
was a fifty-year old
superstar, the best
known face in the
world. She was a
nineteen-year-old
contract player, and
the only thing they
had in common was ‘Bing Crosby’

a love that spanned photo by Weeks Roses

generations, religions and geography.” A photo of
the mansion where I first saw the ‘Bing Crosby’
rose appears on page 338 (rear view) of Kathryn
Crosby’s book.

I still have the Decca label record of White
Christmas sung by Bing Crosby with Ken Darby
Singers and John Scott Trotter and his orchestra.
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I called Kathryn Crosby to discuss the ‘Bing
Crosby’ rose. She told me how pleased she was
when she received a call from the founder of
Week’s Roses telling her he had hybridized the
rose ‘First Prize’ with an unnamed seedling
during 1977 and created an orange blend rose that
he wanted to name ‘Bing Crosby’. According to
Kathryn Crosby and Joe brown of Week’s Roses,
she said to Mr. Weeks “What a happy way to
remember a happy man.”

Joe Brown told me Mr. Weeks was very
surprised that the rose turned out to be an orange
blend because ‘First Prize’ is a pink blend.
Apparently in 1980 an orange rose was more rare
than it is today; so the ‘Bing Crosby’ rose was an
All-America Rose Selection Winner. It is rather
confusing to me to see in the 2006 American Rose
Society Handbook for Selecting Roses, the ‘Bing
Crosby’ rose with a rating of 5.6.

Kathryn Crosby asked me to pass on this
message to The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society –
“I am grateful to Peter for writing about the ‘Bing
Crosby’ rose which, of course, is my favorite rose
and I wish all of Peter’s friends at the Society,
Happy Gardening.”

Weeks Roses’ main office, hybridizing
greenhouses, display/test gardens, own root prop
houses, grading, picking and shipping facilities are all
located in Upland California. Its production growing
facilities (over 1200 acres) is located in Wasco,
California, in the middle of the San Joaquin Valley.
Wasco has a good deep loamy soil, plentiful clean well
water and a natural climate that fits commercial rose
production particularly well. Beginning in December,
Weeks ships over 4 million bareroot roses throughout
the U.S.A. Immediately following harvest, roses are
carefully graded and packed in strong boxes at the
Upland Facility and shipped in temperature controlled
trucks either directly to customers or to strategically
located cold storage warehouses.

Weeks’ slogan says it all – “ It doesn’t take long to
grow a great rose – it just takes WEEKS.”

Editor’s note: Peter will once again open his
wonderful home and garden to us for our Summer Picnic
July 16th. If you haven’t already, take the time to meet
a very unique member, Peter Van Norde.

MAY Rose Shows
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

GGRS
members
turned out for
the Greater
Atlanta Rose
Show held at
the Atlanta
Botanical
Garden in the
wee hours of

Bobbie Reed’s ‘Mary Rose’, GARS Best in Show

Saturday morning , May 13th. The weather was
perfect, cool enough that neither we, nor the roses
wilted in the heat. Actually, coolers were an
option it was that chilly. The exhibit hall was
bright, organized and filled with lovely roses.
The awards table was a beauty in itself. Our
members helped to further beautify the table with
some of the roses we had brought.

Susan Clingenpeel and her husband, Bruce
Leroy, were the overall Miniature/Mini-Flora
winners claiming the Mini Sweepstakes Award
They had a total of 19 individual awards including
the Billie Marsh Perpetual Trophy with eight
exhibition stage ‘Kristins’, Mini-Flora King with
‘Conundrum’ and Dowager Queen with ‘Henri
Martin’. Susan and Bruce also won the English
Box with six ‘Souvenir de la Malmaison’, the Hi-
Lo with ‘Veterans’ Honor’ and ‘Miss Flippins’
and Climber with an awesome spray of ‘American
Pillar’. In addition, they claimed five Collection
classes.

Louise Stafford, with the lament, “I don’t
know why I’m doing this, I don’t have a rose
worth a blue ribbon in the bunch,” won the
Bowman Perpetual Trophy with three gorgeous
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‘Marilyn Monroe’s’. Louise, my little violin
stopped playing for you when I saw that!!!
Louise also picked up the Species class with
‘Rosa roxburghii’. Linda Bohne made her mark
with a Fully Open Mini-Flora, ‘Autumn
Splendor’, and I claimed my spot at the Bowls
with ‘Midas Touch’ and ‘Conundrum’.

Kim Borland had an interesting entry with an
arrangement in the Novice class. Unfortunately,
the Judges had an aversion to shiny green frogs
and leaped hastily away from Kim’s smirking
amphibious vase. Kim’s daughter Becky,
redeemed the family name by winning Silver
Honor Medal in that class with an exhibit of a trio
of roses and peacock feathers. Becky, we’re
counting on seeing more of your arranging skills
in October at the GGRS Show. Uh, Kim, you can
come too, just leave the little green guy at home.

Kim’s entry on the left and daughter Becky’s on the right
photo by Bobbie Reed

Bobbie Reed and Don Schwartz won a total
of six awards including the Marvous Mosteller
Perpetual Trophy with a delicious arrangement of
OGR’s. They also won Victorian Queen with
‘Mme Isaac Pereire’, Collection of three
Polyantha Sprays with ‘Perle d’Or’ and took Best
in Show with a striking collection of David
Austin’s ‘Mary Rose’.

The following week, some of our members
headed south to Fayetteville for the South Metro
Rose Show. It was a lovely show as well.

Susan Clingenpeel won a total of nine awards
including Queen of Show with ‘Gemini’, Princess
with ‘Veterans’ Honor’, Mini Queen with

‘Glowing Amber’, and Mini-Flora Princess with
‘Conundrum’, again
claiming the Mini-
Sweepstakes Award.
Susan also won
Climber with
‘American Pillar’
and Classic Shrub
with ‘Dortmund’.
She took the Fully
open Mini-Flora with
‘Autumn Splendor’
and a

Susan with ‘Glowing
Amber’, SMRS Mini
Queen

Collection of 5
Minis.

Susan’s ‘Gemini’, SMRS Queen

I brought home nine awards as well including
Dowager Queen with ‘Reine des Violettes’ and
Best in Show with a spray of ‘Graham Thomas’
(photo on back page). I took a stab with miniature
rose sprays and won Mini Spray with ‘Glowing
Amber’ and Three Mini/Mini-Flora sprays with
‘Hot Tamale’. And you know if there was a
Bowl, I floated a rose. ‘My Cherry Parfait’ took
Large Flowered Bloom in a Bowl. I also took
Floribunda Spray with ‘Lavaglut’, Polyantha
Spray with ‘The Fairy’ and a Collection of Three
Hybrid Teas with ‘Olympiad’.

Bobbie Reed was one of the Horticultural
Judges for the show. She whipped up another of
her stunning miniature arrangements prior to
judging and took 1st place in the class of Roses
with Rose Foliage Only using ‘Mme Isacc
Pereire’.

Congratulations to the winners from both
shows. You represented GGRS well and most
importantly allowed the guests of both shows to
view some very beautiful roses.
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May Meeting Recap
By Rani Von Wurttemberg

Our President, Susan Clingenpeel, welcomed
all and gave us a refresher on our much
anticipated guest speakers for June. Rose trial
judges Mike and Gerta Roberts of England will be
here 6th June. Their presentation will be on “How
International Rose Trials are Conducted.”
Accompanying them will be Vice-Presidential
candidate Ed Griffith, who is hosting the Roberts
while they are in the U.S. Susan also told of
invitations to visit members rose gardens;
Virginia Murray on various days of May, Pat
Henry on 17th May and Peter van Norde on 16th

July at 4.:00pm. Judging school will be on 2nd

June. Nancy Miller, our editor, elicited stories of
our favorite roses for the newsletter and two
members promptly volunteered, Edna Griner and
Rose Brazeale. Oline Reynolds, Deep South
District Director, spoke to us on her
accomplishments and shared her vision of the next
term as DSD Director. She then treated us with
slides of her lovely rose gardens filled with old
garden roses and much more. We closed the
meeting with Don Schwartz raffling donated
plants. Thank you to Karen Radde and Lucila
Telado for providing refreshments for this
month’s meeting.

Don’t forget
to vote!!!

(p.s. Sign your ballot)

Too Much of a Good Thing
We will put the plant exchange and raffles on

hold for the June meeting. With our esteemed
speakers and guests, we will NOT have time to
conduct a raffle. Besides, Don Schwartz needs a
break!

People from a planet without
flowers would think we must be mad
with joy the whole time to have such

things about us.
Iris Murdoch

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000,
Shreveport, LA 71130, phone 318-
938-5402. Annual dues are $37 or
$34 for those 65 or older; a three-
year membership is $100. Associate
membership for the spouse of a
regular member is $10. Membership benefits
include the American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and
Rose Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each
for the other three), to help you explore the world
of roses. Website:
www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-
winning quarterly publication of the Deep South
District of the ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per
year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address: Jim &
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons
Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org


