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From the President 
Don Schwarz, CR 

Hi!  

 

It is another wonderful day outside. I am writing this after spending the 

morning at Pikes.  Having such weather on Rose Day at Pikes is a very nice change 

from all the rainy and hot or cold days at Pikes.  Thanks to Kim Borland , Nancy 

Miller , Bobbie Reed, Mikhail Shames, Sonya Shames, Diane Snyder, and our 

newest member, Tammy Barbour, for covering the Cumming, Duluth, and 

Suwanee Pikes stores.  We certainly met many rose gardeners, provided lots of 

information, and helped a number of folks select roses.  Hopefully some of these 

folks will be joining our group of rose lovers. 

 

Just four days after our May meeting is the Atlanta Rose Show on Motherôs 

Day weekend, May 8 & 9.  People will come from far and wide to show roses.  

Why not join them?  If you go to the show without bringing roses, I can already 

hear you saying, ñWhy, I have better roses than that at home.ò  It happens to 

everybody.  Bobbie and I said that one year and brought roses the next time.  Now 

it is your turn.  Show up with your roses between 6:30 and 8:30am on Saturday, 

May 8, and many folks will be glad to help you enter roses.  Rose shows provide 

an opportunity to show the public your roses.  Further, why not stick around and 

talk to the public about your favorite rose, the fragrance of your roses, and 

whatever else makes roses so attractive to you.  Your enthusiasm will be 

infectious.  You can even go without roses.  You can help others prepare their 

roses; you can volunteer for any of the many tasks of putting on the show; and you 

can help educate the public that comes to view all the roses. 

 

There are other rosy opportunities this month.  Everyone who has roses on 

May 15 should take them to the South Metro Rose Society Rose Show in 

Fayetteville (contact Cindy Dale at 770-631-3885, or rosepro@bellsouth.net  for 

more information).  This is a smaller and very friendly rose show.  Folks at South 

Metro are glad for everyone to show up and bring a lot of roses.  And they are 

happy to  

 

mailto:rosepro@bellsouth.net
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have volunteers to help out with the Rose Show.  So, either way, youôll have fun at 

a rose show.  

 

So, bring roses to both shows.  Exhibiting is always a lot of fun, but give 

yourself plenty of time for entering roses. 

 

There is a Judges School coming up in May in Lake City, FL.  Participants 

will have a great opportunity to learn more about what judges are looking for at a 

show.  You can attend even if you do not intend to become a judge.  It is a great 

way to learn more about roses and how judges look at them.  Attendees should 

arrive on May 21 as school begins early on May 22, where the day is spent on 

arrangements judging.  May 23 is set aside for horticultural judging.  There is a test 

only if you want to become a judge; some participants have attended a couple 

times before taking the test.  Contact Jim Small, at 407-628-3874, 

jsmalljr@cfl.rr.com for horticulture judging; or Jim Harrell, 912-634-0323, 

jim@fairmarsh.com for arrangements judging. 

 

Enjoy your roses! 

May MEETING  VENUE 

  

Location: the Gwinnett Justice and Administration Building, 75 Langley 

Drive, Lawrenceville, GA, 2
nd

 Floor, Classroom A. Time: 7 ï 9pm.  
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May Hospitality  
 

Rani and Adolf von Württemberg will provide Mayôs refreshments.  

Remember, you need only bring the food.  Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, 

plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc. 

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look for your name here each 

month as a reminder. 

 

 

May In The Rose Garden 

By Don Schwarz, Consulting Rosarian 

 

Observe ï We've finally arrived at the merry month of May; where were those 

April showers?  We only had one here.  Letôs hope we still see some rose blooms. 

As a wise person once told me, anybody can have good roses in May ï which 

always makes this my favorite (and most successful) month of the year! Since a 

third of the roses in our garden only bloom in the spring, it really is a wonderful 

time for us. How is it in your garden?  We've waited through winter, put in lots of 

preparatory work, and now our spring blooms are finally arriving.  Enjoy the 

forms, the colors, and the fragrances of spring in the rose garden! 

 

Water ï With April showers as scant as they were, those beautiful blossoms will 

require lots of water to attain their best color, size, and staying power.  This is 

especially true as temperatures warm in May, to make sure that food is available to 

our roses, and to protect them from chemical burn as we spray.  With warm, sunny 

days in store, weôll need to plan to water or irrigate. 

 

Feed ï All our roses are awake and rarin' to go, but you need to give them help 

with the energy they need.  That means it's time to feed again, and again, all 

through the summer growing season.  You may accomplish that with a single long-

term fertilizer like 9 month Osmocote, by monthly applications of a balanced 

granular fertilizer like 16-4-8, by using a water-soluble fertilizer like Peter's or 

MiracleGro 20-20-20 every two weeks, or by providing an organic fertilizer like 

Mill's Magic Rose Mix or Purely Organic.  Many dedicated rose growers use a 
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combination throughout the season, as time and money permit.  Just remember, 

your roses need something to eat all the time to make beautiful blooms. 

 

Spray ï Many rose growers deal with fungus and insect problems by spraying 

pesticides.  If you choose to do that in your garden, spray weekly with a good 

fungicide, preferably alternating chemicals to ensure that the fungi don't develop 

resistance to them.  Or you can combine a systemic fungicide with a contact 

fungicide in a single spray ï for instance, many rosarians use Manzate or 

mancozeb every time they spray, in combination with Banner Maxx or Funginex 

(triforine).  Keep an eye out in your garden for aphids, which like to suck on tender 

new shoots, and thrips, which leave ugly brown edges on rose petals this time of 

year.  Control aphids with a strong spray of water, and control thrips by misting 

just the buds with acephate (Orthene), imidacloprid (Merit), or spinosad 

(Conserve).  If you can minimize the use of insecticides, you'll delay the onset of 

spider mites in your garden. 

 

Prune ï Continue "thumb-pruning" in your garden, removing secondary buds and 

the growth associated with them, so you have only a single strong stem emerging 

from your canes at any one level.  Also, it helps to "disbud" your bushes 

occasionally.  You can produce bigger blooms by breaking off side-buds.  Or try 

pinching out the center bud in a spray ï that one usually blooms before (and 

below) the others - removing it early allows the rest of the spray to bloom all at 

once, giving a more shapely arrangement of flowers on the end of the stem.  I 

know, it hurts to think about reducing the number of blooms, but try it once or 

twice, and you may decide it's worthwhile. 

 

Mulch ï Make sure your mulch is ready for summer.  Clean up any debris which 

could harbor insects or disease, but leave a good 3" layer of wood chips or pine 

straw to conserve soil moisture and keep your roses' roots cool as hot weather 

arrives. 

 

Plant ï I always swear we'll get all the planting done early, but I know better.  

Besides, some nurseries won't have all their potted plants in until late April, so who 
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can resist?  Just make sure to keep these new roses well-watered throughout the 

summer and fall. 

 

Enjoy ï Walking around a rose garden in full bloom is always an inspiration.  For 

even more inspiration, try visiting one of the area rose shows, in Atlanta on the 8
th
 

and 9
th
 and in Fayetteville on the 15

th
.  You can see the latest and best roses at the 

show.  And if you take a few of your flowers, you can share their beauty with the 

public, and you might even win something, too! 

 

 

Spring Is Bustinô Out All Over 
By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian 

 

Spring is the time when we all want to be outside to enjoy the myriad sights and 

sounds ï trees are transforming from bare to red and gold and countless shades of 

green; flowers are bursting open in white and yellow, pink and purple, orange and 

blue and red; and birds are birding birdily. 

Don and I were traveling this week, admiring all the changing stages of spring 

along the roads.  We stopped at one of our favorite gardens, historic Elmwood 

Cemetery in Charlotte, NC.  It dates from the 1850s, the Victorian era of garden 

cemeteries, with acres of grass, grand trees, shrubs, and statuary in the heart of the 

city, inviting the public to spend time outdoors.  In mid-April we saw dogwoods 

and fringe trees in bloom, iris, azaleas, and of course, roses.  Some fabulous roses 

grow among the tombstones ï one source says more than three dozen, I can only 

say ña lot!ò  Clearly roses have special meaning to families of the deceased. 

I discovered the cemetery while playing hooky from a rose convention twelve 

years ago, and weôve since adopted the roses there for occasional care when we 

pass by.  The first rose I noticed was a red-blend china near the main gate.  It opens 

pink, then darkens to red as the bloom ages.  The bush is over 6ô tall, maybe 5ô 

wide, depending on the not-so-tender mercies of the grounds keeping staff.  We 

took a few cuttings and christened it ñAlex G. Boon,ò named after the nearest 

tombstone.  This spring I noticed several more similar bushes throughout the 

cemetery ï obviously a popular rose in its day.  We believe it to be óArchduke 
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Charlesô, a china rose introduced before 1837, proving both the hardiness of that 

rose, and the suitability of chinas for our climate. 

We have found several old tea roses around the cemetery, more roses suited to 

our southern climate.  One, sprawled near the road, we called ñJohn D. Charles.ò  

It appears to be óMarie Van Houtteô (introduced in 1871), a vigorous, thorny bush 

with straw-yellow blooms that tinge with red as they are exposed to the sun. 

Another bush we christened ñAmanda Chaney.ò  It was easy to identify as 

óDuchesse de Brabantô (introduced in 1857), one of the EarthKind roses.  It has 

very double pale pink cupped flowers that nod from the bush.  This bush is clearly 

old, but has also suffered in recent years from drought, heat, and cold.  On the 

other hand, the craggy bush is also sporting two healthy basal breaks this spring! 

Yet another bush (we call it ñSallie Toombsò) has yellow blooms; no red this 

time.  In past years mockingbirds chose to nest there; they disapproved of our 

efforts at pruning.  This year the mockingbirds were elsewhere, but the rose is 

happily blooming.  We rooted a cutting several years ago, and by accident realized 

that it was the same as the rose in the next pot, óIsabella Spruntô (introduced 1865, 

a sport of óSafranoô).  Unfortunately both perished this last winter, so weôll have to 

try again. 

The most famous rose at Elmwood is óRosa moschata,ô the musk rose.  The 

rose was shared among members of the Burwell family in the eastern US through 

the 1700s and 1800s, even after it had disappeared from gardens in Europe.  The 

family plot at Elmwood has been damaged by thieves, but the rose bush ï two, 

actually ï are still thriving.  Their biggest threat seems to be from their neighbor, a 

giant magnolia tree, and occasional invasions of poison ivy.  This rose is an 

example of the semi-double form of óR. moschata.ô 

We looked at other teas this trip, but were unable to identify them ï lovely 

creamy blooms on healthy bushes.  Another bush weôve seen in bloom before is 

suffering from neglect, being choked out by weeds, vines, a sapling, and something 

that looks alarmingly like rose rosette disease.  Other rose bushes have disappeared 

over the years, victims of too much, or too little attention. 

Cemeteries may make us look back, but this one (see pictures below) makes me 

look forward to the blooms in our own garden.  Donôt you? 
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Tombstone for ñAlex G. Boonò 
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Burwell family plot with Rosa moschata 
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Dates to Remember 
See President’s Letter for more details 
May 8th – 9th Atlanta Rose Show 
May 15th – South Metro Rose Society Rose Show 
Oct. 7-11 – GRITS (Great Roses in the South) – National Show!  
 

Please see the ARS website www.ars.org for additional Events to Come. 

 

 

Membership Dues Information 
Dues must be paid by February 15th of each year to continue receiving the newsletter and 

benefits of the society.  Dues are $15 for one person or $20 for two or more persons at the 
same address.  Elevated dues levels are always welcome. 

If you have any questions about your membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer, 

Rosie Tripp, 1220 Taramore Drive, Suwanee, GA 30024, 770-476-8014, rosietripp@gmail.com. 

http://www.ars.org/
mailto:aroseinga@charter.net
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Greater Gwinnett  Rose Society  
 

2010 Membership Form 
Due January 1st of each year 

 

Name(s):__________________________________ 

  __________________________________ 
Address:__________________________________ 
City:________________________ Zip:_________ 
Phone: (H)______________(W/C)_____________ 
E-mail:___________________________________ 
 

GGRS Membership Dues Categories: 
$20.00  per Household:  ____________________ 
$15.00  Single Membership:  ________________ 
 

I would prefer to receive the full-color Society newsletter by _______E-mail, OR I would prefer 
to receive the black & white newsletter by _______U.S. Mail 
 

aŀƪŜ ŎƘŜŎƪǎ ǇŀȅŀōƭŜ ǘƻΥ άDDw{έ ŀƴŘ Ƴŀƛƭ ǘƻΥ 
Rosie Tripp, Treasurer 
1220 Taramore Drive 

Suwanee, GA 30024 
 

GGRS Website:  http://www.gwinnettrose.org   

Additional Rose Resources 

 
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport, LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402.  Annual dues are 
$49 Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+), $59 Senior Joint, $10 Youth and a three-year membership is 
$140 Individual.  Membership benefits include the bimonthly American Rose 
Magazine, the American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for Selecting Roses. 
The American Rose Society also publishes four specialty quarterly bulletins:  Rose 
Exhibitors' Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini/Mini -Flora Rose Bulletin, and Rose 
Arranger's Bulletin, available free to members on the ARS website to help you 
explore the world of roses.  ARS Website: www.ars.org 
The DSD Bulletin is the quarterly publication of the Deep South District of the ARS.  E-mail subscriptions 
are $10 per year, or $25 for 3 years.  Mailing address:  Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons 
Island, GA 31522-1420. 
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com  
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org  

 

http://www.gwinnettrose.org/
http://www.ars.org/
mailto:DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
http://www.deepsouthdistrict.org/
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Upcoming Rose Shows and Conventions 
 

April 27-May 2, 2010—Spring National Convention, Shreveport, LA.  Mary Walker, 318-965-4153, 
marycookwalker@bellsouth.net 

Aug 20-22, 2010—National Miniature Conference and Rose Show, Milwaukee, WI.  Diane Sommers, 
262-781-7989, dsrosenut@wi.rr.com 

Oct 7-11, 2010—Fall National Convention and Rose Show, Marietta, GA.  Bobbie Reed, 770-979-4237, 
berdks@mindspring.com 

 
Please see the ARS website  www.ars.org  for additional Events to Come. 

 

 

GGRS Officers and Rose Help Line 

The following GGRS officers and Consulting Rosarians (CR) are available to assist you with your 
rose questions: 
 

President: Don Schwarz; CR, 3388 Lennox Ct., Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-979-
4237, berdks@mindspring.com 

Vice-President & Newsletter Print Distributor: Kim Borland, CR, 6705 Mountain 
Meadow Dr., Clermont, GA 30527, 770-983-1806, kim.borland@yahoo.com  

Secretary: Henry Everett, MR, 2690 Gleneagles Dr., Tucker, GA 30084, 770-938-
3134 dandlioncat@earthlink.net 

Treasurer: Rosie Tripp, 1220 Taramore Drive, Suwanee, GA 30024, 770-476-8014, 
rosietripp@gmail.com 

Hospitality Coordinator: Diane Snyder, MR, 1028 Gate Post Lane, Lawrenceville, 
GA 30044, 770-985-8861, roberthsnyder@msn.com 

Newsletter Editor: Adolf von Württemberg, 62 Herbert Hayes Drive, 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046, 770-963-2699, wolfgang3@bellsouth.net 

Newsletter E-mail Distributor & Web Master: Bill Belknap, 715 Singley Court, 
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-0467, wmb1@comcast.net  

Membership Chair: Rani von Württemberg, 62 Herbert Hayes Drive, 
Lawrenceville, GA 30046, 770-963-2699, rani@bellsouth.net  

 
Web Site: http://www.gwinnettrose.org  
 

mailto:marycookwalker@bellsouth.net
mailto:dsrosenut@wi.rr.com
mailto:berdks@mindspring.com
http://www.ars.org/
mailto:berdks@mindspring.com
mailto:kim.borland@yahoo.com
mailto:dandlioncat@earthlink.net
mailto:aroseinga@charter.net
mailto:roberthsnyder@msn.com
mailto:rani@bellsouth.net
mailto:wmb1@bellsouth.net
mailto:rani@bellsouth.net
http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/m/wmb1/GGRS
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Consulting and Master Rosarians  

 

§Wallace Beggs 706-754-4369 wabeggs@juno.com 
Linda Bohne 770-822-6933 Linda.bohne@mindspring.com  
Kim Borland 770-983-1806 kim.borland@yahoo.com 

§Susan Clingenpeel 770-868-4476 Roses4sjc@comcast.net 
Al Coleman 678-432-4792 alsara.coleman@att.net 

§Henry Everett 770-938-3134 dandlioncat@earthlink.net 
Nancy Miller 770-963-6490 2manyroses@bellsouth.net  
Karen Radde 706-548-3372 knradde@bellsouth.net 

§Bobbie Reed 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com 
Don Schwarz 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com 
§Diane Snyder 770-985-8861 roberthsnyder@msn.com 

§Louise Stafford 770-985-6014 roseylou@earthlink.net 
 
§ =  Mas ter Rosarian  

 
The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society, which is affiliated with the American Rose 
Society, meets at the Gwinnett County Justice and Administration Center, 75 
Langley Drive, Lawrenceville, on the first Tuesday of most months. Membership 
benefits include the newsletter; meetings with informative speakers 

 

mailto:wabeggs@juno.com
mailto:Linda.bohne@mindspring.com
mailto:kim.borland@yahoo.com
mailto:Roses4sjc@comcast.com
mailto:alsara.coleman@att.net
mailto:dandlioncat@earthlink.net
mailto:2manyroses@bellsouth.net
mailto:knradde@bellsouth.net
mailto:berdks@mindspring.com
mailto:berdks@mindspring.com
mailto:roberthsnyder@msn.com
mailto:roseylou@earthlink.net

