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From the President
Hi!

Spring has arrived in all its glory! It is not just
that the dogwoods, cherries, and azaleas have
looked so beautiful this year, it is that there is so
much else that is blooming, the trees, shrubs and
woodland wildflowers. And, we have had some
rain! I hope we have a lot more.

You should be spraying by now. With all the
rain, the leaves have been wet long enough for
fungus to attack all the new foliage. It has been
easy to put off, but the earlier you start, the easier
it will be.

Yellow Lady Banks is in full bloom as I write.
Hopefully, you have lots of roses in bloom now.
The new Chamblee roses should be settled in by
now and maybe showing buds? Don’t forget the
Atlanta Rose Show, May 9-10. If you have never
entered roses before, bring some and we’ll show
you how to prep and enter them. The show is
open from 6:00am to 9:30am for entries. Come
early, not late. After being judged, the rose show
opens to the public. If you don’t enter your roses,
you may find that you have prettier roses at home.
Why not go ahead and bring them in, enter them
and see? It is so much fun!! We’ll have the
Atlanta rose show schedule at our May meeting;
be sure to pick one up, so you can plan which
categories you want to enter.

If you aren't an ARS member, you sure are
missing out. A membership is only $49 per year,
and brings you 5 bimonthly magazines, an annual,
the ever-useful Handbook for Selecting Roses and
four on-line quarterlies. It also brings you
reciprocal member privileges at botanical gardens
around the country, including the Atlanta
Botanical Garden. Bobbie and I have used our
cards to enter several gardens around the country.

At our April meeting, Eloise Butler received a
Commendation from the Greater Gwinnett Rose
Society for her work on the quilt she presented to

the Society at Rose Day in March. If you have not
seen it before, it is worth coming to a meeting just
to do that. See you at the meeting on May 5!

Don Schwarz, CR

GGRS May Meeting
Tuesday, May 5th, 7:00 pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Attracting “Hummers” to Your
Garden

All Rosarians know the pleasures we receive from
our roses; fragrance, arrangements, & potpourri just to
name a few. But last summer I had an unexpected
surprise as Hummingbirds enjoyed my roses also!!
Therefore at our May meeting I am very excited to
present Kim Bailey, an Environmental Educator and
Co-chair of Georgia's Outdoor Classroom Council.
Kim is an expert on “hummers” and how to attract
more to our gardens.

I know you'll find her presentation just as
interesting as I did, so be sure and attend, and don't
forget to invite a friend or neighbor. . . . everybody
loves Hummingbirds!!

Kim Borland, CR
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Dates to Remember
May 5—GGRS monthly meeting Attracting

“Hummers” to Your Garden with Kim Bailey
May 9—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical Garden
May 16—SMRS Rose Show, Fayetteville (new

location—Kiwanis Center in Fayetteville)
June 2—GGRS monthly meeting
July 18—GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Borland’s

May Hospitality
Rani and Adolph Von Wurttemberg will

provide this month’s refreshments. Remember, you
need only bring the food. Diane Snyder will provide
drinks, ice, plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.

May In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

May starts the real blooming season for roses so don't
forget to enjoy them and cut a few for yourself,
neighbor or friend.
Plant: You can still plant in May, but it is not
recommended. This is fairly late in the season and
plants have a harder time establishing a root system
before the summer heat. I would not transplant and not
plant bare-root roses, but container grown roses will
fair much better. Be sure to water the roses well and
provide good organic mulch. Roses planted this month
will also require water more consistently throughout
the growing season since they have not had a chance
to develop a good root system.
Prune: It is really too late to do major structural
pruning, but it is always appropriate to deadhead early
blooms and to remove dead, diseased and crossing
canes. It is best to remove diseased canes as soon as
possible to help prevent disease from spreading. Also
remove new (or old) weak, broken, spindly and
crossing canes to keep your roses at their best.

Fertilize: Continue to fertilize your roses with liquid
fertilizers about every two weeks. Apply your dry
fertilizers on a regular program also every 6 to 8
weeks. Liquid fertilizers provide a needed boost and
help maintain the blooms and foliage at their best.
Alfalfa and Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid
Seaweed, and other liquid fertilizers can be used both
alone and in combination.
Spray: Be sure to keep up with your spray program
for fungal disease. Doing it on a regular basis and
starting early is the best way to combat fungal disease
as it's better to prevent it than start spraying after the
disease has made significant progress. I recommend a
combination of a systemic such as Triflorene (Ortho
fungal product), Bayer’s fungal product and Banner
Maxx. In addition, Banner Maxx only needs to be
applied every two weeks. With the systemic fungicide
I also use a contact product such as Mancozeb or
Manzate. Daconil can also be used, but be sure it will
not be hot soon after spraying. Morning is the best
time to apply fungicides as it is generally not windy,
it’s cooler and there is plenty of drying time. Lastly, be
sure the rose has an adequate supply of moisture in the
soil before spraying.
Once the blooms start, thrips can also be a problem on
lighter colored roses. You can control thrips with
Orthene, Insecticidal soap or Neem Oil. Orthene is
probably the most effective. Watch for mites also and
apply your favorite miticide. You will need to do
repeated applications to combat these pests so check
every few days. Budworms can also eat holes in
maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most
effective and only attacks caterpillars and worms. As
always be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended and wash well after
spraying.
Water: With the modifications to the watering ban I
hope you are now able to provide water more
consistently especially early in the growing season.
The recent rains have also helped and, hopefully will
continue. About an inch of rain per week is
recommended. This corresponds to about 2-3 gallons
for small roses and 4-5 gallons for larger roses such as
hybrid teas. When watering, always water well as a
little sprinkling of water does more harm than good. A
good layer of mulch will also help retain the moisture
level in the soil. It is OK to water the entire shrub
including the leaves, but be sure there is adequate time
for the leaves to dry.



TheRo seVi ne
May 2009 3

Mulch: Don’t forget to maintain at least 2-3 inches of
organic mulch. Mulch is nature’s way to maintain
good healthy soil. Organic mulches also help to
provide needed humas and nutrients. Mulching your
roses is the best defense against weeds and drought. A
good layer of mulch is probably the single most
effective thing we can do for our plants.

Disbud’s For You
And Other Rosy Thoughts For May

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

A wise woman once told me, “Anyone can have
beautiful roses in May….” That’s my goal for this
year, to have beautiful roses in May, since our travel
schedule guarantees that they won’t look good later
on. We pruned in March, fertilized into April, so
what are we doing now? I’m admiring the rose
blooms getting a head start – Lady Banks and the
Cherokee Rose, of course, but as of mid-April I’ve
seen Chireno, Golden Unicorn, Granny Grimmetts,
and Isabella Sprunt in bloom, and lots more buds
showing color. I’m also spraying, although a month
late getting started. The frequent rains and cool
temperatures have kept powdery mildew in check,
but black spot is flourishing. Soon, however, we’ll
have both. While there are aphids, I resist the urge
to spray – they don’t eat much, and the ladybugs
will take care of them soon.

In fact, the thing I’m doing most as I walk
around the garden is disbudding. What’s that? And
why should I be doing it?

Everywhere I cut while I was pruning roses,
there are now three new sprouts taking off. It’s easy
at this point to rub them off with your thumb. Pick
one that’s growing in the right direction, and rub off
the other two. This will channel the bulk of the
future growth into one cane that will perform better
than two or three would. That’s a form of
disbudding.

Another thing I’m doing is looking at all those
flower buds that have formed, usually in clusters.
Another wise woman told me that it takes 30 days
from the teensiest bud, that only a mother could
find, until you have an open bloom. By that

reckoning, we’ll have lots of blooms in early May,
right on schedule. But I can improve those blooms.
How? By disbudding them – removing, usually just
pinching out between my thumbnail and forefinger,
one or more of the buds.

Why would I want to do that, I want all my
flowers, don’t I? Actually, no. Look at your
average rose stem now – if you want only one
bloom on that stem, say, for a typical hybrid tea
bloom, pinch out the side-buds (littler buds growing
from the base of the larger bud) now. That will let
the center bud collect all the nourishment that would
otherwise be going to three, so you’ll have one
bigger bloom, and no distractions from the other
buds. Had you left all the buds, that dominant one
in the center would bloom before the others, and be
distorted by the buds around it. While I’m at it, I
also look for side-growth at the first couple of sets
of leaves below the bud, and take that out as well,
for a longer, stronger stem.

Alternatively, if you really want to save most of
the buds to grow into a spray, you should remove
the center, largest bud now. If you don’t, come
bloom time you’ll find a circle of buds with a hole
in the middle, where a spent bloom will be hiding
when the others around it reach their peak – not the
most beautiful spray. Take out the center bud now,
and you’ll have a much more evenly spaced
assortment of blooms in that spray, all closer to the
same stage of development. Of course I never get
around to disbudding all the sprays, which only
reminds me that the disbudded sprays always look
better.

While I’m making my garden beautiful, I’m
also thinking ahead to the rose shows, May 9 in
Atlanta, May 16 at South Metro. For those shows,
the schedules often require either a “disbudded”
specimen, especially for hybrid teas, grandifloras,
miniatures, and minifloras, or a “naturally grown”
specimen, which is usually a spray (two or more
blooms), or at least a single bloom (OGRs and
shrubs only) with one or two unopened buds.

I hope to see you at the shows, so we can all
share our loveliest spring blooms with the public,
and “show” them why they should be growing
roses, too!
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Rose Banner donated by
Eloise Butler

During Rose Day
at Bogan Park, the
Greater Gwinnett
Rose Society received
a tremendous gift
from Eloise Butler.
Eloise quilted a
beautiful Society
banner for members to
use at Society
meetings and events.

The quilt
spectacularly shows a
cycle of bloom with a
bud rose, a rose at

exhibition
stage, and a
fully open
blossom. The
overall effect
is of beautiful
red roses
against a red
and white
background. The method of quilting is a
needleturn appliqué, which displays Eloise’s high
level of skill.

In appreciation of this gift, Don Schwarz,
President, presented Eloise with a
Commendation from the Greater Gwinnett Rose
Society during the April meeting (pictured
above right).

Rose Day Relived
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

Have you ever had one of those moments
where your brain just takes a vacation? It’s
usually when you need it the most. Well, that

happened to me last month during the period I was
putting the newsletter together. I just completely
glossed over Rose
Day.

It was a terrific
event. Kim
Borland (right)
outdid herself in
arranging the
speakers and
putting together a
beautifully
organized handout
for the guests. Our
hard-working
perennial pruners, Bill Belknap and Mikhail Shames
joined this year by Julie Morris, worked diligently
during the presentations, on the newest bed of roses.

Karen Radde pulled from her years of
experience and guided us in “Selecting a Rose”
as well as the creative, yet legal way to keep
those roses alive by “Watering” them. Henry
Everett covered the essential task of “Planting”
your roses in our challenging clay-ridden soil and
what to use, when and how often to “Spray” your
roses in our less than desirable summer heat and
humidity. Nancy Miller brought an arsenal of
products to give us an idea of how to “Feed” our
roses and who else but Bobbie Reed gave us the
whys, when’s and of course how’s in “Pruning”
your rose. I can still hear a few people gasp

when her seculars hit the cane!
One of our top moments of Rose Day was

Eloise Butler presenting the society with a lovely
banner to use at meetings and special events. And

who could forget the
delicious efforts of Diane
Snyder with refreshments?

We had the privilege
to have Dr. Mark
Windham, (left) professor
of Ornamental Plant
Pathology at the University
of Tennessee, present the
results of rose trials
conducted at the Tennessee
Agriculture Experiment


