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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

Mother Nature has not been kind to the rose
community in the metro Atlanta area this spring.
The gusty winds Easter weekend, along with several
nights of below freezing temperatures, made it even
worse for me since I was already behind this year in
getting the roses ready for the growing season. Yes,
I was upset but I am confident they have survived.
Roses are fairly hardy. They will need to be
watched carefully the next several months and really
be pampered. In spite of the erratic weather, this
year’s focus will be to have less stress on the roses
and me. I hope your roses did not get damaged very
much during this period.

The guest speaker for the April meeting was
Stephen Hoy. He talked about how he became
interested in single roses and gave a spectacular
presentation. After the presentation there was an
auction for the rose “Falling in Love.” This rose
caused quite a stir when it was included in a
collection of roses that was auctioned at this year’s
2007 DSD Mid-Winter Meeting. Grace Cox, our
newest GGRS member, was the proud winner of the
auctioned rose. The proceeds were given to the
Atlanta 2010 Fall National Convention and Show.

Stephen talked a little about his new rose
business venture, Singularly Beautiful Roses, and
brought a variety of roses for members to see and
purchase. There was a large assortment of garden
plants for the plant swap raffle. Thanks to everyone
who brought plants to share with our membership.
The raffle was a big success.

There are many rose shows and other activities
occurring in the next several weeks. Please refer to
the dates in the calendar section of this newsletter.
Rose shows give the public a great chance to see a
wide range of roses at their finest. If you would like
to participate in one of the rose shows, there are
many classes, including one for novice exhibitors
who have never won a blue ribbon. There will be

many friendly, experienced exhibitors at the show to
help novices with their entries.

I will be attending the ARS National All-Mini
Conference and Show in Charlotte, NC May 4-6,
along with other GGRS members. I am looking
forward to hearing the presentations and seeing
what is new in the mini and mini-flora world.

See you at the May Meeting.

Linda Bohne, CR

May Meeting Update
Tuesday, May 1st, 7:00pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Rose Fragrance
Bobbie Reed will talk with us about "Rose

Fragrance". She believes that fragrance is what
roses are all about and that the experience of
fragrance varies both from rose to rose and from
person to person. She will present us with a variety
of rose fragrances and try to make some order of
them.

Bobbie first became interested in roses
sometime before first grade. Her family moved
around a lot; one of the houses had two rose bushes.
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Her mother has identified them as Radiance and Red
Radiance. Bobbie decided at an early age that roses
were pretty and smelled good. When her family
lived in Germany, they drove around the
countryside, stopping at every little town's rose
garden.

She bought her first roses in 1988; one mini
rose even had fragrance. Bobbie is a member of 5
local rose societies, although two of them are out-
of-state. Her favorite roses are Carefree Beauty,
Marchese Bocella, Gertrude Jekyll, and Perle d'Or.
Bobbie believes that everybody should grow more
roses, preferably fragrant ones. Bobbie is both a
horticulture and arrangements judge and a
Consulting Rosarian.

Bobbie asks that each of us bring our favorite
fragrant roses to share!

Don Schwarz, CR

Dates to Remember
April 27-28—Thomasville Rose Show
May 1—GGRS monthly meeting "Rose Fragrance"

by Bobbie Reed
May 4-6—ARS Mini Nat’l Convention & Rose Show,

Charlotte, NC
May 12-13—GARS Rose Show, ABG
May 19—South Metro Rose Show, Fayetteville
May 26—Rose Day at Pike Family Nurseries
June 5—GGRS monthly meeting “Hybridizing

Roses” by Michael Williams
June 28-July 2—ARS Spring Nat’l Convention &

Rose Show, St. Paul, MN
July 7–GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Kim

Borland’s
Sep 13-17—ARS Fall Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show, St. Louis, MO
Oct 6-7—Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 13-14—NGRS & GGRS Rose Show, State

Botanical Gardens, Athens, GA
Oct 19-21—DSD Convention & Rose Show, Atlanta

Editor’s Note: Though not previously announced in our
calendar, I’d like to mention that due to the damage from
the recent cold weather, the Huntsville-Twickenham Rose

Society Mini-Rose Show will now be held on May 26,
2007.

May Hospitality
Linda Bohne, Bobbie Reed and Diane Snyder

will provide this month’s refreshments. Remember,
you need only bring the food. Diane Snyder will
provide drinks, ice, plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.

May In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

I hope your roses did not suffer much damage
from the freezes and strong winds we had in April. I
know in some areas and for some plants, especially
hydrangeas, the freezing weather was especially bad.
The most important thing to do is water your roses to
allow them to replenish the lost moisture from the cold
and winds. I am waiting a bit before removing
damaged growth. However, if it is obviously dead, you
should prune it to allow the rose to recover more
quickly. Oddly enough the roses we planted at Bogan
Park are doing well. We will start to see blooms this
month and, of course, in May.

Plant: You can plant in April, but you will have
better luck with container grown roses. You can still
plant bare-root roses, but be careful and be sure to
provide adequate moisture for the first few months as
the rose will not be able to establish a good root
system in time for summer weather.

Prune: It is always appropriate to deadhead any
early blooms and to remove dead, diseased and
crossing canes. It is best to remove diseased canes as
soon as possible to help prevent them from spreading.
Also remove new (or old) weak, broken, spindly and
crossing canes to keep your rose at their best. Note that
it is really too late to do major structural pruning, but
do remove weak new canes or canes dead from the
previous freezing weather.

Fertilize: Continue to fertilize your roses with
liquid fertilizers about every two weeks. Apply your
dry fertilizers on a regular program also every 6 to 8
weeks. Liquid fertilizers provide a needed boost and
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help maintain the blooms and foliage at their best.
Alfalfa and Manure Teas, Fish Emulsion, Liquid
Seaweed, and other liquid fertilizers can be used both
alone and in combination.

Spray: Be sure to keep up with your spray
program for fungal disease. Starting early and doing it
on a regular basis is the best way to combat fungal
disease. It is better to try and prevent it than starting to
spray after the disease has made significant progress. I
recommend a combination of a systemic such as
Triflorene (Ortho fungal product), Bayer’s fungal
product and Banner Maxx are good. In addition
Banner Maxx only needs to be applied every two
weeks. With the systemic fungicide I also use a
contact product such as Mancozeb or Manzate.
Daconil can also be used, but be sure it will not be hot
soon after spraying. Morning is the best time to apply
fungicides as it is generally not windy, it’s cooler and
there is plenty of drying time. Lastly, be sure the rose
has an adequate supply of moisture before spraying.

Once the blooms start, thrips can also be a
problem on lighter colored roses. You can control
thrips with Orthene, Insecticidal soap or Neem Oil.
Orthene is probably most effective. Watch for mites
also and apply your favorite miticide. You will need to
do repeated applications to combat these pests so
check every few days. Budworms can also eat holes in
maturing buds. Bacillus thuringiensis (BT) is most
effective and only attacks caterpillars and worms.

As always be sure and follow the manufacturer’s
directions and wear the proper clothing. Using a
respirator is highly recommended.

Water: With the recent cold weather we need to
provide adequate moisture to maintain healthy plants -
an inch of rain per week is recommended. This
corresponds to about 2-3 gallons for small roses and 4-
5 gallons for larger roses such as hybrid teas. When
watering, always water well as a little sprinkling of
water does more harm than good. A good layer of
mulch will also help retain the moisture level in the
soil. It is OK to water the entire shrub including the
leaves, but be sure there is adequate time for the leaves
to dry.

Mulch: Don’t forget to maintain at least 2-3
inches of organic mulch. Mulch is nature’s way to
maintain good healthy soil. Organic mulches also help
to provide needed humus and nutrients. I always
mulch my roses well and do not water many of them
even in drought. I have never lost a rose to a lack of

moisture. A good layer of mulch is probably the single
most effective thing we can do for plants.

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
No one contributed this month

Bill Stafford will bring June’s Rose of the Month
article to you. As a reminder, the months of
November and December are still open for anyone
who wishes to volunteer.

Frosty Roses
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

2007 may be remembered as the year when
Frosty the Snowman filled in for the Easter Bunny.
Weather stations recorded lows of 24-25° on the
coldest night of our winter revival, but that was
coupled with strong winds, and our roses are now
telling the tale – and a droopy tail it is. Now that
we've walked around our gardens and surveyed the
damage, how do we cope?

Roses are fairly hardy, but any plant can be
excused for showing the ravages of a spring like
this. Plants respond to freezing weather by sucking
moisture from the roots, up through the canes, and
out through the leaves. After the freeze, however,
that moisture must be replenished, and we haven't
had enough rainfall to do that – we certainly hadn't
had it going into the freeze, and few of us
remembered to water before the cold hit. I suspect
(and I'm not a botanist) that much of the drooping
foliage is due to the sustained moisture loss.
Certainly our hydrangeas are showing the damage
most, and hydrangeas are always the first to show
when it's dry in the garden.

There has been a lot of variation in the damage,
as we look around the area. Some of it is due to
microclimates – our garden is a bit warmer than
others only a mile or two away, and more protected
from the wind, so our roses didn't suffer as much.
Your garden may be in a cold pocket, or more open
to the wind, and may show more damage. Other
variation is due to the relative freshness of the
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growth on the rose – those with the youngest, softest
tissues (probably those pruned last), will have been
most susceptible to cold damage. And of course,
different cultivars and different rootstocks will show
more cold damage than others.

Late freezes are always a possibility in this area
– the official last freeze date for Athens is April 21,
and we certainly had frost later than that last year. It
does give us pause when we're tempted to prune too
early– that's why our recommended pruning date is
early March – or remove winter protection too soon.
And it's also a good reason not to prune too hard the
first time out, since we may need to reprune later.

Repruning is what we're doing now. Pull out
your pruners, and prowl the garden looking for
damaged roses. Remove anything that's obviously
dead, and anything that's discolored and on its way
to dying – some of which may not be obvious for a
couple of weeks. Especially watch for places where
canes split open when the sap froze, and be ready to
cut below the split. You may end up pruning your
roses much lower than you normally would, but
keep cutting until all the damage is gone. Leaving
damaged canes in place is only an invitation to
infection and further loss.

Watering is important, to replenish the roots and
foliage. We've been getting only half our normal
rainfall this year, so our gardens needed
supplemental watering anyway. To support the
regrowth of new foliage, even more water will be
needed. The freeze damage took some of the plants'
food reserves too; so more fertilizer would be
helpful, with sufficient water to avoid burning the
roots.

In the end, some of our roses will have died.
Those in pots, those most recently out of a
greenhouse, or the newest plantings were probably
most at risk. Others will have a belated spring
growth, and later bloom. A few years back, we had
a difficult spring, with two late, post-pruning
freezes, about a month apart. That caused lots of
damage. But come June, we had enough roses for a
rose show in Atlanta. Maybe we'll have roses for
Father's Day this year.

Meanwhile, baby your babies, protect them if
the weather turns bad again, and water, water,
water!

Making The Most Of
Your Roses, Pt.2

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Decide To Exhibit
You've gotten your roses off to a good start,

survived the Easter freeze, and it's time for spring
blooms. Now make the decision to exhibit! You
don't need a lot of expertise to visit a show and
say, "I have better roses than that at home." Let
the public see how good your favorite rose can be.
Are you going to cut a few roses for Mom, or are
you ready to share them with the world?

There are three convenient shows coming up:
May 5, ARS Mini National in Charlotte; May 12,
Greater Atlanta Rose Society show in Atlanta; and
May 19, South Metro Rose Society show in
Fayetteville. Schedules are available on-line.

GROW GREAT ROSES

From now until the rose show, continue your
garden maintenance – water every other day, feed
every other week, spray regularly. In the last 10
days before the show, be sure your spray mixture
doesn't contain products like Daconil or Manzate
that leave a residue on the leaves, but keep
spraying! Prowl through your garden, looking for
side-stems that need to be removed. Remove the
center bud in a spray, or the side buds of a single-
stem candidate. Stake or brace stems to keep
them straight. Mix a small container of
insecticide, and spray just the buds with Orthene,
imidacloprid, or spinosad insecticides to prevent
thrips damage.

ASSEMBLE A HOPE CHEST

Assemble the necessities for your prep kit. At
a minimum, that's the show schedule (study it!),
entry tags, a couple of sharp pencils, pruners, a
very small (artist's) paintbrush, small scissors or
an Exacto knife for trimming in tight spaces,
tweezers, Q-tips, soft rags to clean foliage with,
and your ARS Handbook for Selecting Roses.
In addition, you may want to add deckle-edged
scissors (for trimming foliage), your own stock of
styrofoam for wedging roses (not all shows
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Beware of the
dreaded "split
center" with two or
more centers to the
swirl – judges hate
that!

The outer petals
should be evenly
open, circular, and

not drooping below the
horizontal plane.

Other classes call for
roses that are "fully open" –
these roses expose the
stamens, which should be fresh, not black and
crispy.

Other classes call for
sprays, which are defined as
two or more blooms. That's
blooms, not buds; a single
bloom plus a bud is not a
spray. Each individual bloom
should be fresh, the majority
should be open, and the overall

spray

should be rounded or
even, from the top and
from the side, without a
big hole in the center.

PRESENTATION
Adjust the stem in the vase so the rose is

shown to its best effect. Judges prefer straight,
erect stems. You can wedge styrofoam in the
neck of the vase to hold the rose into that position.
Stem and foliage should be in proportion to the
size of the bloom – one guide says that the stem

above the vase should be 3½ times as high as the
width of the bloom – so consider the height of the
rose when you decide how tall to wedge it.

ENTRIES
Take your completed rose entries to the

classification table, where they will be checked.
With luck, they'll find any additional problems
there, rather than leaving them for the judges. Be
aware of the time, and of when entries close. Ten

o'clock means ten o'clock!
After all your roses have been entered,

clean up your work area, donate any unused
roses to the society, return your supplies to your
car, and see if you can help others to do the
same.

AND NOW FOR SOMETHING COMPLETELY

DIFFERENT

Relax, have lunch, and wait for the judges to
do their thing. When the show opens, look for
your roses, and see how you did. Ribbons?
Awards? And what roses won the big awards?
Ask why they won, and you'll learn more about
how to exhibit next time. Look for new and
unusual roses you'd like to add to your garden.
Bask in the glory of hundreds of roses.

Now comes the best part – hang out at the
show and talk to the public. They'll be impressed
with every rose there, and you can tell them about
your favorite rose, and why they should grow it!

Georgia EPD Declares
Level Two Drought

Statewide
On April 18, 2007, the Georgia Department of

Natural resources issued the following statement:
“The Director of the Georgia Environmental

Protection Division (EPD) has declared a level two
drought response across the state and will require
all Georgians to follow a more stringent outdoor
water schedule.”

“Every area of Georgia has been in a persistent
and progressive drought condition since last June,”
said EPD Director Carol A. Couch. “It’s important
that we take steps now to prepare for the warm,
typically dry summer months.”

“March was very dry, and it’s historically a very




