
TheRoseVine
Newsletter of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society Affiliated with the American Rose Society

May 2006

From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

I hope everyone is having a great spring. The
weather has been hot and my roses are ahead in
their growth. It is important that we continue to
water since there is reduced rainfall so far this
spring. We must also keep up with spraying on a
regular basis as well as maintaining a consistent
fertilization program. When you are rewarded

this spring with
outstanding bloom,
please consider
exhibiting in one of the
local shows. The
Greater Atlanta Rose
Society (contact Linda
Kronta-Shuppener, 404-
523-8337) will hold its
show Saturday, May

13th at the Atlanta Botanical Gardens, and the
South Metro Rose Society (contact Tommie
Adams, 770-478-7909) will have its show the
following Saturday, May 20th in Fayetteville.
Both societies will have classes for exhibitors who
have never won a blue ribbon. Exhibiting makes
everyone a better rosarian because roses must be
healthy and well cared for in order to produce
superior exhibition blooms. Shows also provide a
wonderful opportunity to see new varieties and
different classes of roses. Please help support
these events.

I was so pleased that our society members
voted to co-host the Fall National Show in 2010.
We will have some initial planning meetings once
the National Committee accepts our bid. The bid
will be made at the Spring National convention in
June in Seattle.

May 6th is Pike’s Rose Day. We have
received a portion of the proceeds of volunteering
for this event from GARS. If you have signed up,
please honor your commitment at your store. We

will have informational material for distribution at
Pikes at the May meeting. This event can serve as
a great opportunity to find new members who are
interested in roses.

Special thanks to all members who brought
roses and other garden plants for raffle at the
April meeting. We had a wonderful selection and
sold many tickets. We will have an additional
raffle at the May meeting. So please bring any
plants that need to find a good home with our
membership.

Our speaker for May is Mrs. Oline Reynolds,
our current Deep South District Director. I hope
we can have an outstanding turnout for her
program. Remember that our June meeting will
feature renowned international rose judges Mike
and Gerta Roberts from England as well as ARS
Vice-Presidential candidate Ed Griffith, who is
hosting the Roberts while they are in the U.S. We
are inviting members of other local societies to
share in this informative program. Please
consider inviting a friend, as this will be a unique
and special event.

Susan Clingenpeel, CR

May Meeting Update
Tuesday, May 2nd , 7:00 pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room A

Oline Reynolds, DSD Director,
Old Garden Roses

It is a great honor to have as our guest speaker
for the May meeting, Oline Reynolds, Director for
the American Rose Society’s Deep South District.
Oline will be talking about the importance of the
American Rose Society and the Deep South
District and how they are organized to serve
rosarians in Alabama, Georgia and Florida.

This is also an election year for the American
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Rose Society and the Deep South District. Oline
is seeking another term for the DSD director
position. During the meeting she will tell her
vision for the Deep South District and what her
accomplishments have been. Rob Russell, who is
challenging her for the position, told his vision for
the District at the February meeting.

Pictures of old garden roses will also be
shown from her beautiful garden in Bainbridge,
GA. Please attend this meeting to show our
district leader a group of positive, active and
energetic rosarians that participate in our society.

Dates to Remember
May 2 – GGRS monthly meeting, Oline

Reynolds, DSD Director – Old Garden
Roses

May 6 – Rose Day at Pike Family Nurseries

May 13-14 – GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical
Garden

May 20 – South Metro Rose Show, Fayetteville

June 6 – GGRS monthly meeting, Ed Griffith with
International Rose Trial Judges Mike and
Gerta Roberts of England – How International
Rose Trials are Conducted

July 16 – Greater Gwinnett Rose Society Picnic at
Peter van Norde’s home 4:00pm

August 1 – GGRS monthly meeting, Cindy Dale from
SMRS--How to Prepare for a Rose Show

September 5 – GGRS monthly meeting, My Favorite
Rose

October 3 – GGRS monthly meeting

November 7 – GGRS monthly meeting

December – GGRS Christmas Party – date and
location to be announced

May Hospitality
Thank you to everyone who signed up to

provide refreshments for the remainder of 2006.
Remember, you need only bring the food. Diane
Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates, cups,
forks, spoons, etc.

Karen Radde and Lucila Telado will be
sharing their delectables with us for the May
meeting.

Look for your name here each month as a
reminder for refreshments.

Welcome New Members
A special welcome to our new members who

joined last month; Karen Eddy and Mary Lu Odom.
We are very pleased to have both of you as a

part of our dynamic society. We look forward to
seeing you at the meetings and hope your
association with GGRS helps you grow in
knowledge and enjoyment of your roses. Please
feel free to ask us any questions you may have
about growing your roses.

A special note to new members: Please pick
up a copy of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society –
The Basics of Rose Culture For Our New Members
manual from Linda Bohne at your next meeting as
we will not be mailing them.

This manual is packed with information on
growing roses especially in the South with our
clay soil and humid weather.

May In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Spring has definitely arrived – Lady Banks
and Cherokee Rose are or will shortly be
blooming and our other roses are also either
starting their spring bloom or soon will be. It's
also time for Rose Shows and for the bugs and
diseases to thwart our efforts.
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Planting: We can still plant container roses.
Bare root roses must be planted with great care
and plenty of water. When planting your rose, mix
in plenty of organic matter such as Nature's
Helper, humus or mushroom compost. If your soil
contains a lot of clay, add gypsum too, about a
cup for hybrid teas. Builder’s sand (it is much
courser than play sand) should also be used to
improve soil composition if it is high in clay. You
can also add a little organic fertilizer or a fertilizer
high in phosphate to promote root growth around
the roots. Once you have put back about two
thirds of the soil, water your rose well. This will
also help settle the soil around the roots. After the
water has settled, add the remaining soil. For
grafted roses leave about an inch to an inch and a
half from the graft union to the top of the soil.
Add 2-3 inches of mulch, but not around the
canes as this promotes disease. Water your rose
again to complete the planting.

Note – Do not be afraid to pack the soil when
planting. This will help the soil to be in good
contact with the roots. However, do not pack too
hard as the roots also need air. Remember, 50% of
soil composition is air.

Prune: As always, remove dead and diseased
canes. For hybrid teas you can also nip side buds
to promote a single stemmed bloom. After
flowering don't forget to deadhead your hybrid
teas etc. Note that Earthkind roses such as Knock
Out do not need deadheading.

Spray: Most hybrid teas and other roses will
require spraying with a fungicide on a regular
basis. Other roses such as Earthkind roses need
not be sprayed for fungal diseases, but we need to
keep an eye out for the rose pests such as thrips
and aphids. For aphids, good forceful sprays of
water works well or squish them. Insecticidal soap
and Orthene also work well. For fungicides,
consider applying two different fungicides – one a
systemic such as Ortho's Disease Control
(Triforine), Banner-Maxx or Bayer's Disease
Control (Tebuconazole) and a contact spray such

as Manzate. Manzate will kill blackspot on
contact. I used Bayer's product last year with at
least equal and probably better results than with
Triforine, but I was also more diligent. If you
have a lot of blackspot, consider spraying every
three days for a total of three treatments to get it
under control; then return to your regular
preventative program. As always, be sure to wear
the proper clothing, a mask, goggles and gloves.
Wash thoroughly when you are finished.

Fertilize: With the dry fertilizer applied after
pruning, consider using a tea such as manure or
alfalfa every two weeks. Many other liquid
fertilizers and boosters may also be used. There
are also many liquid fertilizers that are excellent
for roses such as fish emulsion, seaweed,
Response and Mills Easy Feed. These may also be
added to the alfalfa tea to enhance the
effectiveness of the tea. These give the rose
additional nutrients needed for the growth and
blooms of May and June. Roses require lots of
nutrients and water in the spring to support their
rapid growth and blooms.

Mulch: Make sure your roses have plenty of
organic mulch such as shredded bark, from red
oak. If your soil has become hard packed, use a
good layer of composted manure. This will
significantly improve the soil. I would do this at
least twice during the season to help restore the
soil., Put down a layer of organic mulch over the
layer of compost, if used. The total should be at
least 2 to 3 inches. Do not put mulch on the canes
or cover the graft union. Mulch has many
advantages, including reducing the amount of
water and weeds.

Water: As with fertilizer this is the time of
year our roses need plenty of moisture for all the
new growth and blooms. Roses need about an
inch of water per week. This is about 3-5 gallons
for the average mature rose. Also, be sure to
water recently planted roses more often and
provide more than an inch per week since they do
not have the root structure of a mature rose.
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I mentioned that yellows came into the rose
world with Teas. Perle des Jardins [1874] is a
full-flowered yellow with an unfortunate tendency
to ball in humid weather. Lady Hillingdon [1910]

has fewer petals, and opens more reliably with
soft apricot-yellow semi-double blooms. There is
also a climbing form [1917].

Several Teas are in the orange-pink color
range. One
of the
more
distinctive
is Mons.
Tillier
[1891], with
quilled
petals in
shades that
approach
brick red.

Mons. Tillier Photo by Bobbie Reed

Maman Cochet [1893] (see photo back page) was
famous in the American florist trade around the
turn of the century, with long, pointed buds of
creamy pink. There are both a climbing sport
[1909] and a white sport [1896], which also sported
a climber.

A rose found often in old gardens is Mrs. B. R.
Cant [1901], a silvery-pink cabbagey bloom with
darker pink reverse, and great fragrance.

The Tea that has been in our garden longest is
Mrs. Dudley Cross [1908]. It is sometimes
described as the smaller, less-thorny version of
Marie Van Houtte [1871], but is still over 6' tall
each year. It has big, cupped flowers of straw-
yellow, which become tinged with pink as each
petal is exposed to the sun.

By 1922, most hybridizers had switched to
Hybrid Teas, but a late contribution to the Teas
remains – Rosette Delizy [1922]. Small, Hybrid
Tea-form blooms contain yellow, apricot, and red
tones. Our original information indicated that this
was a small plant, suitable for containers, but ours
came from a garden where it exceeded 8', and I've
since read of others up to 12'.

To grow them in your garden, remember that
Teas resent pruning, and will sulk for months if
pruned like their descendants, the Hybrid Teas.
They want lots of space to make large bushes – at
least 6' x 6', often larger – full of twiggy stems.
Typically, the blooms come with lots of side-buds
growing out at funky angles – repeated
disbudding is needed to get a long-stemmed
bloom suitable for cutting. Look for Tea roses at
Antique Rose Emporium, Chamblee's Roses, or
Roses Unlimited. Each rose has its own unique
beauty, and that of the Teas is well worth getting
to know.

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
Midas Touch

By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

I moved into my home in late December 1989
and planted my first two roses a month later on
Super Bowl Sunday (the things we remember).
My mother rooted four roses for my new yard and
gave them to me later that spring. It turned out
two of them were a beautiful red, profuse one-
time bloomer, none other than Dr. Huey! And
yes, even after finding out I was growing
“rootstock” in my yard, I kept one of them. I
managed to kill the third and have never found the
name of the fourth pretty pink rose, despite asking
a number of judges at rose shows and Paul
Zimmerman from Ashdown Roses. Paul said it
certainly had the “funk,” a peculiar way of saying
it was delightfully fragrant.

I continued to add a few roses to the yard with
no rhyme or reason. My husband-to-be added to
my collection by giving me a bare-root white
hybrid tea for Valentine’s Day one year. That
rose shot for the sky and bloomed a deep velvety
red with a sweet fragrance. Turned out it was
Don Juan, a large-flowered climber. I had a lot to
learn about roses.

After John and I were married, his parents
came down from Ohio to visit. We took them up
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to Commerce to check out The Pottery. John’s
dad wanted to get the newlyweds a house
warming present, so we looked at the roses. They
had several potted Jackson & Perkins roses that
we considered. We ended up getting a
replacement for the Midas Touch I had previously
lost and another yellow rose, Graham Thomas.

When we returned home, my father-in-law
offered to plant the two roses for me. I wasn’t
quite the “Rose Nut” I am now, but I was still a
bit nervous about someone else putting my babies
in the ground. He did a beautiful job and both
roses “blossomed” wonderfully.

Midas Touch is a hybrid tea with deep golden
yellow flowers and dark green foliage. It grows
tall with erect canes, not those wimpy things that
droop when a flower forms on the end. It blooms
from the beginning of spring until frost with a
constant show of unfading flowers. Midas has a
light fruity scent. To me, the flower’s form is
more that of a floribunda with wavy petals than a
hybrid tea. Don’t look for a pointed center on this
one. Although at one time it was an AARS
winner, Roses in Review gives it a 7.5: “A good
rose – a little to somewhat above average.”

I recommend this rose to those who want to
grow the deep yellow color and aren’t concerned
about winning Queen of Show. It’s a great

performer in
the garden and
I have even
made it to the
Head Table
with Midas a
couple of
times with
Rose in a
Bowl. In fact,
at my first
GARS Rose
Show, I
floated Midas
in a bowl since

Nancy, standing in front of her Midas Touch
bush after winning her first Best Rose Bowl
Large Bloom at the GARS 2003 Rose Show

its foliage wasn’t
much to look at.
While I was clerking,
I looked around to
see how it had done.
I couldn’t find it on
the table with the
other entrants, so I
questioned Bill
Belknap who was
clerking that

Midas Touch photo Star Roses

section of roses. He said it was on its way to the
head table. I thought he was kidding. In fact, I
knew he had to be kidding. Remember, this is not
one of those “Queenie-type” roses. Sure enough,
my die-hard yellow rose was on the table with the
rest of the big guns. Not too shabby for a rose
with a rating of 7.5.

If you like yellow roses and want a vigorous
plant both in height and profusion of bloom, try
Midas Touch. I won’t promise you Queen of
Show, but I will promise you it will garner
attention from any who pass by your rose garden.

June 6th Reminder

Special Guests
Ed Griffith,

ARS vice-president candidate

Mike and Greta Roberts
International Trial Judges from

England

International Rose Trials

Join us for very interesting and
informative evening at the

Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center

in Lawrenceville
Conference Room A
7:00 pm – 9:00 pm
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Spraying Roses
By Robert B. Martin, Jr.

The practice of spraying one's roses is a delicate
subject to address in these times of environmental
activism But the fact of the matter is that spraying
is often essential for the control of insects and
mites and for the prevention of diseases that
attack roses. As a consequence, most devoted
rosarians accept the need to spray their roses.
Others choose to avoid spraying their roses for
various reasons; and indeed there are many roses
that perform adequately with a minimum of
spraying. Still others practice the discipline of
IPM ("integrated pest management"), which
minimizes spraying but accepts the necessity of
spraying roses from time to time as appropriate.
The environmental questions are important to all
who love roses, which are without question the
most beautiful flowers in our environment. But
we do not seek in this section to debate these
issues but rather to set forth the technical details
on spraying for those who are interested.

HOW TO SPRAY

Consider Your Immediate Environment
The "environment" referred to here is the
condition found "right now" in your garden. Do
not plan to spray if it is very windy as you cannot
control coverage and will wind up spraying
everything in sight, including yourself. Do not
plan to spray when it is too hot, but do plan to
allow enough daylight after spraying to permit
drying. Water your roses first to deter spray burn.
Do not spray when other wildlife are active, such
as bees, butterflies, birds, cats, dogs and children.
The best time to spray is early morning when it is
still and the rest of the world is still sleeping or at
coffee.
Dress for Success
The toxicity of garden chemicals is generally
minimal, however it should be remembered that
sprays are intended to be toxic to rose pests and

rose disease and even minimally toxic sprays can
be harmful to the rosarian. Tank tops, shorts and

sandals are poor
fashion for spraying.
Wear a long sleeve
shirt and long denim
pants. Wear boots or
other protective
footwear. And always
wear eye protection.
Consider wearing a
mask if you're going
to do a lot of
spraying; but don't let
the fact that you're
wearing a mask
permit you to become
sloppy. Finally, wear
good rubber gloves.

Bobbie Reed dressed for success

Follow Directions
Select the chemicals you plan to spray. Then learn
the exact application required and use it.
Unfortunately, it is difficult to find that proper
application for roses amid the governmental
warnings and other fine print on the label or
accompanying pamphlet, which you will have
lost. [Please see editor’s note below] Once you've
determined the recommended application amount,
use it. More is not better nor is less necessarily
safer and more environmentally correct. Lots of
research has gone into the manufacturer's
recommendation. Also, don't guess at the right
amount; invest in a set of measuring spoons and
cups and use them to measure precisely.
Stick It to the Foliage
A spreader-sticker is simply a soap like product
which breaks the water tension and permits
spreading and adhesion of the spray material on
and to the foliage. Commercial products are
available in the nursery but they are typically
expensive. A good alternative is Ivory
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dishwashing liquid (or a similar inexpensive
dishwashing liquid). Add about a Tablespoon per
gallon. Another alternative when using a systemic
insecticide is insecticidal soap which will also add
some contact killing power to the mix.
Use Good Water
Most chemicals are more effective in slightly
acidic water. In areas where water is typically
alkaline you should acidify the water with about a
Tablespoon or two of white vinegar per gallon.
Use clean water; recycling is not good for this
purpose. Some good spreader-stickers have
properties which buffer the water to the proper
pH.
Keep Your Nozzle Clean
The best nozzle for sprayers is made of brass but
any nozzle will become clogged from time to time
no matter how careful you are. Reduce the risk of
clogging by mixing ingredients carefully in clean
water. Powders and emulsifiable concentrates
("EC") are best pre-mixed in a jar of warm water.
When your sprayer is not in use keep the top
loosely on so that foreign material will not fall
into the tank. Be prepared for clogs by not over
tightening the nozzle thus permitting you to screw
it off by hand. Use a clean metal object to poke
the obstruction out of the nozzle, not back into the
tank where it will inevitably surface again.
Consider wrapping a paper clip around the strap
for this purpose so you don't have to wander all
over the yard and garage looking for a pin.
Finally, do not point the wand at your face when
you are cleaning the nozzle. Poke the obstruction
out of the nozzle and if you want to be sure the
wand is clear spray some material on the ground
around a rose to flush the system before
reattaching the nozzle.
Attack Downwind
Even though you have selected a windless time to
spray, the wind will begin to blow as soon as
you've filled up the tank. Take note of its
direction. Spray downwind away from your body
so that the overspray cloud floats away from you.
Get Good Coverage
Take your time in spraying to do it right and you

won't have to do it as often. Spray in two passes.
On the first pass turn your nozzle up and carefully
spray the underside of the foliage. This is where
most of the pests and diseases reside. Finish with
a quicker pass over the top. Spray in all cases to
the point of water run-off. The trick is to cover the
whole plant without getting any on yourself.
Empty the Tank
Estimate the amount of spray material you need
and load only this amount. If you have spray
material left over, plan to use it on other
landscape shrubs such as azaleas and camellias.
This alone is a good reason to grow "companion
plants" for roses as they provide a good dumping
ground for excess spray material. The ideal is to
have none left over as you will want to avoid
dumping it into the sewer as this risks
contaminating the water supply.
Clean Up Carefully
As a final matter it is important to clean up after
yourself. Rinse your measuring cups and spoons.
Tighten the bottle caps and rinse off the bottle
tops if necessary. Put them away in a high, safe,
and secure dark place. Lock them up to keep them
out of the hands of children. Rinse out your
sprayer and put it away as well. Throw your
clothes in the washer and take a shower. Wait till
the spray material dries before going among your
roses to admire your handiwork.

Adapted from “Spraying Roses” by Robert B.
Martin, Jr. an article from the American Rose
Society’s Website. For more information on
spraying your roses, go to www.ars.org , click on
“Articles”, then click on “Spraying Roses”.

Editor’s Note: For a chemical reference guide,
concerning types of chemicals to use and
application rates and frequency for both
diseases and pests, please refer to the Greater
Gwinnett Rose Society: The Basics of Rose
Culture For Our New Members manual pages 29
and 30.

For additional information on spraying, please
reference Spraying Roses by Bobbie Reed,
pages 24 through 27 and Spraying Basics by
Susan Clingenpeel page 28 of your manual.
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GGRS Officers and Rose Help Line
The following GGRS officers and Consulting Rosarians
(CR) are available to assist you with your rose questions.
President: Susan Clingenpeel, CR, 1127 Loganville Hwy,

Bethlehem, GA 30620, 770-868-4476,
Roses4sjc@adelphia.net

Vice-President: Linda Bohne, CR, 1960 Travers Circle,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-822-6933,
Linda.bohne@mindspring.com

Secretary: Rani Von Wurttemberg, 62 Herbert Hayes
Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 30045, 770-963-2699,
rani@bellsouth.net

Treasurer: Don Schwarz; CR, 3388 Lennox Ct.,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-979-4237,
berdks@mindspring.com

Hospitality Coordinator: Diane Snyder, CR, 1028 Gate
Post Lane, Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-
8861, robertsnyder@msn.com

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Miller, CR, 1974 Branches
Way, Lawrenceville, GA 30043, 770-963-6490,
2manyroses@bellsouth.net

Newsletter Distribution: Bill Belknap, 715 Singley Court,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-0467,
wmb1@bellsouth.net

Web Site: http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/m/wmb1/GGRS
While the advice and information in this newsletter is believed to be true and
accurate, neither the authors nor Editor can accept any legal responsibility for
any errors or omissions that may have been made. The GGRS or ARS
makes no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to the material
contained herein.

Th e Ro se Vi ne
A Publication of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society
Nancy Miller, Editor
1974 Branches Way
Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Maman Cochet

Consulting Rosarians
Wallace Beggs 706-754-4369 wabeggs@juno.com
Linda Bohne 770-822-6933 Linda.bohne@mindspring.com
Susan Clingenpeel 770-868-4476 Roses4sjc@adelphia.net
Henry Everett 770-938-3134 dandlioncat@earthlink.net
Edna Griner 706-769-5185 rosedna@charter.net
Marla King 770-271-9992 marlaking@msn.com
Nancy Miller 770-963-6490 2manyroses@bellsouth.net
Karen Radde 706-310-0741 dkradde@bellsouth.net
Bobbie Reed 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Don Schwarz 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Diane Snyder 770-985-8861 robertsnyder@msn.com
Louise Stafford 770-985-6014 roseylou@earthlink.net

The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society, which is affiliated
with the American Rose Society, meets at the Gwinnett
County Justice and Administration Center, 75 Langley
Drive, Lawrenceville, on the first Tuesday of most months.
Membership is open to anyone interested in growing roses.
Annual dues are $15 for one person or $20 for two people at
the same address. Membership benefits include the
newsletter; meetings with informative speakers and
programs; and conversations with some really nice rose-
growing people! Contact any officer for more information,
or come to a meeting.

Renewal: All memberships are now due. If there is an
error in your mailing address, please notify Don
Schwarz, 3388 Lennox Ct., Lawrenceville, GA 30044


