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From the President
Hi!

It is mid-March as I write this and spring is still
not here; but, it is, oh, so close. Late season
daffodils are starting to bloom. Various cherries are
joining them, along with other bushes and trees. We
are having warm days interspersed with some cold
nights. We'll probably have some snap freezes to
test our delicate new rose foliage, our recently
planted bushes, and our patience. We gardeners are
being raked by thorns, and find ourselves limping
into our houses after a long day of pruning. But in
the process, and as the days slide into April, we
rediscover why we do it all. In April, the sky turns a
beautiful shade of blue. Our gardens are graced as
azaleas and dogwoods burst into full bloom on
balmy days. Everything seems to take on a golden
glow – oops, that's the pollen cloud. We can begin
to spy tiny buds, harbingers of flowers to come. And
we know, as we stroll about our gardens, that the
best is yet to be – the beautiful rose blooms of May.
They make it all worthwhile.

Thanks to the many members who worked to
make Rose Day at Bogan Park a success,
particularly Kim Borland, whose organization and
ideas made it so wonderful. Thanks to everyone
who brought goodies for others to eat and to Diane
Snyder, who kept Hospitality organized. Thanks to
those who presented during the meeting, including
Henry Everett, Nancy Miller, Karen Radde, Bobbie
Reed, and our feature speaker Mark Windham.
Thanks also go to our outside crew, Bill Belknap,
Mikhail Shames, and Adolf von Württemberg, who
fed, mulched, and pruned our two rose beds at
Bogan Park. Rose Day is always fun, and a great
opportunity to reach out to area gardeners to help
them discover the joys of rose growing.

With our extremely large rose order from
Chamblee, special thanks go to Bill Belknap for
organizing, ordering, and distributing all the roses.
Good luck with those roses!

Thanks go out to all those who have renewed
their membership. Welcome, members! If someone
asks why they aren't getting a newsletter any more,
remind them that they need to renew. Don't forget,
also, to join or to renew your American Rose
Society membership. You'll miss the full enjoyment
of your rose growing (and socializing) if you aren't
an ARS member. A membership is only $49 per
year, and brings you 5 bimonthly magazines, an
annual, the ever-useful Handbook for Selecting
Roses and four on-line quarterlies. It also brings
you reciprocal member privileges at botanical
gardens around the country, including the Atlanta
Botanical Garden. It has worked for me. Don't miss
out!

See you at the meeting on April 7.

Don Schwarz, CR

April Hospitality
Henry Everett and Jesse Usleton will provide

this month’s refreshments. Remember, you need only
bring the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.
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GGRS April Meeting
Tuesday, April 7th, 7:00 pm

Rose Prep Magic
Walt and Linda Reed of the GARS and SMRS will

be here to show us how to work their rose prep magic
for upcoming shows.

Walt and Linda are Master Rosarians and co-
author the monthly article in The Phoenix called
Traveling Rosarians. They have many years
experience in cultivating and grooming Queens of
Show. Their amazing garden in Fayetteville was
featured during the 2007 DSD Fall Rose Show and
Convention. You don’t want to miss this presentation!

Also, we will be having our annual plant swap.
Bring in those extra plants growing and multiplying in
your yard for your fellow members to win and enjoy.

Nancy Miller, CR

Dates to Remember
April 7—GGRS monthly meeting, Rose Prep Magic

with Walt and Linda Reed
May 5—GGRS monthly meeting
May 9—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical Garden
May 16—SMRS Rose Show, Fayetteville (new

location—Kiwanis Center in Fayetteville)
June 2—GGRS monthly meeting
July 18—GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Borland’s

April In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

The blossoms will be here soon maybe even a
few could appear near the end of April. Time to
continue, if possible, with our biweekly or monthly
liquid fertilizer feedings and either weekly or
biweekly spray program for fungal disease. There is
also still time to add that special rose or two.

Plant: You can still plant roses and with the
warmer weather both bare root and potted roses,
which have broken dormancy may be planted. Care
should be used if trying to transplant a rose since it

is fairly late in the season to do so. Transplanted and
bare root roses need additional watering to get
properly established. After planting, water the rose
well to help settle the soil around the roots and to
provide needed moisture. With the drought we also
need to make sure we apply a good organic mulch -
about 2-3 inches to help prevent weeds and retain
moisture.

Prune: Pruning of the hybrid tea and
grandiflora roses should have been done last month,
but if you find diseased, dead or crossing canes you
should remove them for a healthy rose.

Spray: Hopefully, if you have roses susceptible
to fungal disease, you have started your regular
spray program for powdery mildew and blackspot.
Note it is best to rotate fungal sprays so that you do
not use a single chemical. Using a combination of a
systemic and a contact spray on either a rotating
basis or in combination will provide the best
protection against disease. Don't forget to dress
appropriately – hat, respirator, goggles, long sleeved
shirt and long pants should be your minimal outfit
and follow the manufacturer's directions. After
spraying clean your spray equipment well and
remove your clothing and wash well. Spraying in
the morning is generally best as there is plenty of
time for the spray to dry and there is generally less
wind. You may purchase the Bayer and Ortho
products from local nurseries. Products such as
Banner Maxx and Mancozeb or Manzate are
available via mail order.

Fertilize: If you can, apply liquid fertilizer
regularly preferably on a biweekly basis. Alfalfa and
Manure teas work well, as well as many of the
products in your favorite garden shop. Ideally, look
for fertilizers with micronutrients to help give the
roses a balanced feeding. Fish and seaweed
emulsions are also excellent sources as well as
products such as Response and Monty's Joy Juice.
You can also use these in either of the teas. If you
cannot apply liquid fertilizer, consider adding
compost to the soil. Remove the mulch and give it a
top dressing of an inch or so of compost. There is no
need to work it into the soil, as the worms will do
that. Compost will provide both nutrients for the soil
and humus to help retain moisture. Reapply an
organic mulch on top of the compost.
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Water: Roses like about an inch of water per
week this time of year to put on the growth and to
produce their beautiful blooms although watering
restrictions must still be followed. New rules, which
allow use of soaker hoses and drip irrigation, were
put into effect on March 3:
http://www.conservewatergeorgia.net/documents/dri
p_irrigation.html. This article not only provides
links to the rules, but also provides links to sites
with information on the use of soaker hoses and drip
irrigation. To help reduce the need for water, when
you water, always water deep. The new restrictions
basically allows watering with the new methods for
an hour, three days per week from midnight to
10:00am. Odd addresses may water on Sunday,
Tuesday and Thursday while even addresses water
on Monday, Wednesday and Saturday.
Mulch: If you have not applied mulch earlier it is
not too late to apply 2-3 inches of a good organic
mulch. Actually, delaying a few weeks after pruning
and fertilizing is not bad, as it will allow the ground
time to warm up a little faster. A 2-3” layer of
organic mulch is probably one of the most important
things you can do for your roses and garden. Happy
Gardening!

WWaatteerriinngg RReessttrriiccttiioonnss CCoonnttiinnuuee::
EPD To Allow Water Efficient

Soaker Hoses And Drip Irrigation
The Georgia Environmental Protection Division

announced March 3 that restrictions on outdoor water
use would remain in place in north Georgia counties,
including the metropolitan Atlanta area. However
exemptions for drip irrigation and soaker hoses will be
granted to give citizens more water efficient options to
help maintain healthy landscapes during drought.

“Drip irrigation and soaker hoses are high
efficiency outdoor watering devices and have proven
to be effective tools in conserving water, particularly
during drought,” said EPD Director Carol A. Couch.
“We want to offer Georgians more watering choices,
but also want to make it clear these exemptions will be
withdrawn should water use rise significantly, or if the
drought worsens.”

Georgians in the Level Four Drought Response
area may water shrubs, trees and flowerbeds for one

hour, up to three days a week using drip irrigation
systems and soaker hoses. Odd-numbered addresses
may water on Tuesdays, Thursdays and Sundays.
Even-numbered and unnumbered addresses may water
on Mondays, Wednesdays and Saturdays. The
exemption does not include turf grass.

Under a declared Drought Response Level Four
[map below], most types of outdoor water use are
prohibited with some commercial exemptions. In
addition to the drip irrigation and soaker hose
exemptions, there were already exemptions to allow
some limited landscape watering.

Hand watering will be allowed for 25 minutes per
day on an odd-
even schedule
between
midnight and 10
a.m. Hand
watering is
defined as one
person with one
garden hose.

Taken from the March, 2008 edition of The Phoenix, a
publication of Greater Atlanta Rose Society, Bobbie
Reed, Editor

Looking For A Few Good Rose
Gardens?

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

Whenever I travel, I always find myself drawn to
rose gardens in the city I'm visiting. Recently, I was
asked to take a look at public rose gardens around
Atlanta, and I found some lovely locations. Since
these are all inside the Perimeter, peak bloom is likely

to be earlier
than for us
in Gwinnett,
perhaps in
late April.

The rose
garden at the
Atlanta
Botanical
Garden
predates the
founding of
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the botanical garden. What we see now, however, is
quite different from the garden that started 40 years
ago. The typical geometric garden of hybrid teas and
floribundas has been replaced with a softer, rounded
collection of old garden roses, shrubs, climbers, and
polyanthas, mixed with perennials and annuals, which
continues to be a favorite location for weddings. Peak
bloom is early May, but there are many beautiful
blooms throughout the year.

The Atlanta Botanical Garden is located at 1345 Piedmont Ave.
NE, Atlanta, GA 30309. For information, see
www.atlantabotanicalgarden.org. Admission is free for ARS
members; open Tuesday-Sunday, 9am-7pm.

The rose garden at the Carter Center was
developed many years ago with assistance from
Atlanta rosarians, and was revamped about five years

ago. This
small garden
contains
about 120
bushes of 40
varieties,
including the
'Rosalynn
Carter' rose
and other
grandifloras
and hybrid
teas. The
garden
centers
around a
lovely statue
entitled
"Hope." The
secluded
rose garden
is nestled
between the

Library and the Museum.

The Carter Center is located at 453 Freedom Parkway,
Atlanta, GA 30307. For information see
www.cartercenter.org/documents/nondatabase/revised%20gar
den%20brochure.pdf

The Robert L. Staton Rose Garden at Fernbank
Museum was founded 25 years ago. It includes both
All-America Rose Selection and American Rose

Society Award of Excellence test roses, as well as
many other display roses, nearly 1500 bushes in all,
mostly hybrid teas, floribundas, and miniatures. The
garden's prominent location at the corner of Ponce de
Leon Avenue reminds commuters every day of the
beauties of the rose.

The Fernbank rose garden is located at 767 Clifton Road, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30307. For information see
www.fernbankmuseum.org/exhibitions/more/rose_garden.

Finally, we have the Martin Luther King, Jr., "I
Have A Dream" World Peace Rose Garden at the
Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site,
developed by the International World Peace Rose
Gardens in 1992, and replanted in its new location
within the Peace Plaza in time for the opening of the
1996 Olympics. The garden has 131 bushes of 45 rose
varieties. The Garden is an artistic interpretation of
the life and ideals of Dr. King and Coretta Scott King,
laid out in a starburst shape, with an assortment of
hybrid teas and floribundas bringing color and beauty
to the garden.

Students are invited annually to participate in the
Inspirational Messages of Peace Contest, which invites
youth to express the ideals of Dr. King, Coretta Scott
King, an aspect of peace or an inspiration about the
garden. Selected messages are placed on plaques and
unveiled at the annual commemorative ceremony.

photo from Stan Leacock

The MLK garden is located at 450 Auburn Avenue NE, Atlanta,
GA 30312. For information see
www.worldpeacerosegardens.org/projects.htm, or
www.nps.gov/malu.

All photos for this article were taken by Bobbie Reed
unless noted.


