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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

This year’s Rose Day on March 3 was a huge
success due to the work done by Don Schwarz. I
think it surpassed last year’s event. Rani Von
Wurttemberg did an excellent job welcoming our
guests. Diane Snyder and Sonya Shames had an
assortment of beverages and foods available
during the programs. Kim Borland collected
society dues and sold raffle tickets. Six members
renewed their membership and we gained four
new households, which added five new members
to the society. We welcome our newest members
and hope to see them at our April meeting. A
great number of roses were raffled and several
individuals took advantage of having their
pruning tools sharpened by Wallace Beggs. We
appreciate Chamblee’s generous $25 gift
certificate contribution for the Rose Day raffle for
new members. $426 was collected in membership
dues, raffle ticket sales, and sharpening donations.
I would like to thank the following people who
made the program exciting for the 46 people who
wanted to learn more about roses: Karen Radde,
who presented the main program on EarthKind
Roses; Henry Everett, Nancy Miller, Bobbie
Reed, Louise Stafford and Kim Borland for their
presentations on beginning rose growing. Thanks
to Bogan Park for letting us have our event in
their community building and to everyone who
gave their time and efforts.

Bill Belknap, Mikhail Shames, Bill Stafford
and Adolf Von Württemberg pruned and fed the
roses at Bogan Park during Rose Day. Since the
ground was too wet to plant roses in the new rose
garden, Bill Belknap and Don Schwarz will plant
the roses on March 13.

The Chamblee rose order from Bill Belknap
arrived in late February. Our roses were healthy
as always. It is always a pleasure to do business
with them.

The society has recently received speaking
invitations to talk about roses and their basic care.
Al Coleman will meet with the Rockdale Garden
Club in Conyers on April 12. Home Depot-
Hamilton Mill has asked our society to come on
April 14 from 10 am – 2 pm to help their
customers purchase roses. Please consider
volunteering for a few hours. Nancy Miller will
visit with the Get Up and Go Senior Club in
Lawrenceville on May 8.

Spring is finally here. No matter where your
activities take you this time of year within the
counties, it is a wonderful sight to see trees and
shrubs flowering and spring flowers in bloom. I
hope everyone has their roses pruned, fed, and
sprayed by now. Be sure to check the pH in your
soil through the county extension office or with a
pH meter before adding lime or other amendments
to the soil. Also remember to start your spraying
program as soon as possible. It keeps the fungal
disease at a minimum. Keep in mind; it is much
easier to prevent disease than treat it once an
outbreak occurs. As the weather gets warmer, it
won’t be long before we see beautiful rose
blooms. Exhibitors will also be ready to exhibit
their roses at the various rose shows scheduled in
May and throughout the year. In the meantime,
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take what needs to be done in your rose garden in
stride and remember to take time to enjoy the
garden you have worked so hard to create. Enjoy
the spring weather.

Linda Bohne, CR

April Meeting Update

Tuesday, April 3rd, 7:00pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center

Conference Room C

Singularly Beautiful Roses
Stephen Hoy will talk with us about single

roses, those with 4–8 petals. He will tell us about
his new rose nursery "Singularly Beautiful
Roses." We are hopeful that he will bring some
roses to sell and possibly some rose availability
lists for future purchases. Stephen is a former US
Air Force band player and Warner Robbins
schoolteacher. He attended his first rose show in
October 1981, where he was smitten,
overwhelmed, and inspired by the variety of roses.
He was particularly interested in Dainty Bess, a
single hybrid tea. Since then he has explored the
world of single roses, focusing on fragrance,
vigor, and disease resistance as he has tried to
locate and purchase single varieties. Several of us
may remember his prize-winning entry of Paul
Ecke, Jr. at last fall's rose show. Stephen is also
an ARS Horticulture Judge.

Annual Plant Swap

Please also note: April's meeting includes
our annual non-rose plant swap. Dig up those
plants that have made themselves just a little bit
too plentiful and bring them in to the meeting to
share with others. You don't have to pot them up,
just keep the roots moist with paper toweling or
newspaper. It will be lots of fun. Thanks!

Don

April Hospitality
Eloise Butler will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring
the food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice,
plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

Diane would like to add her thanks for all the
contributions of food and help at Rose Day. She
says everyone enjoyed the food and she
definitely appreciated the help.

Dates to Remember
April 3—GGRS monthly meeting “Singularly

Beautiful Roses” by Stephen Hoy
Annual (non-rose) plant swap

April 14—Hamilton Mill Home Depot customer rose
purchase assistance 10am – 2pm

April 27-28—Thomasville Rose Show
May 1—GGRS monthly meeting "Rose Fragrance"

by Bobbie Reed
May 4-6—ARS Mini Nat’l Convention & Rose Show,

Charlotte, NC
May 12-13—GARS Rose Show, ABG
May 19—South Metro Rose Show, Fayetteville
May 26—Rose Day at Pike Family Nurseries
June 5—GGRS monthly meeting “Hybridizing

Roses” by Michael Williams
June 28-July 2—ARS Spring Nat’l Convention &

Rose Show, St. Paul, MN
July 7–GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Kim

Borland’s
Sep 13-17—ARS Fall Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show, St. Louis, MO
Oct 6-7—Augusta Rose Society Rose Show
Oct 13-14—NGRS & GGRS Rose Show, State

Botanical Gardens, Athens, GA
Oct 19-21—DSD Convention & Rose Show, Atlanta
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April In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

The blossoms are not here yet, but there may
be a few towards the end of the month. Big tasks
continue with biweekly fertilizing with liquid
fertilizers, mulching if not already done, and
spraying those roses susceptible to fungal disease.

Plant: You can still plant roses and with the
warmer weather both bare root and potted roses
may be planted. Take care with the bare root
roses; these roses may have been in stock for
some time and you will need to make sure they
receive sufficient watering as it is late in the
season for bare root roses. Don't forget to prune
off dead canes and deadhead any blooms that
come this month. After planting don't forget to
water and mulch your newly planted roses well. A
good organic mulch is one of those things you can
do that will help your plants through the hot days
of summer.

Prune: Since pruning of the hybrid teas and
grandifloras roses should have been done last
month, it is best not to prune this month except for
diseased, dead or crossing canes.

Spray: Hopefully, you have started your
regular spray program for fungal disease
including powdery mildew and blackspot. Note it
is best to rotate fungal sprays so you do not use
the same single chemical. Don't forget to dress
appropriately – hat, respirator, goggles, long
sleeved shirt and long pants should be your
minimal outfit and follow the manufacturer's
directions. After spraying remove your clothing.
Spraying in the morning is generally best as there
is plenty of time for the spray to dry and it is
generally not as windy. You may purchase
products from Bayer and Ortho from local
nurseries. Products such as Banner Maxx and
Mancozeb or Manzate are available via mail
order.

Fertilize: You can apply liquid fertilizer on a
biweekly basis. Alfalfa and Manure teas work
well, as do many of the products in your favorite
gardening shop. Ideally, look for fertilizers with

micronutrients to help give the roses a balanced
feeding. Fish and seaweed emulsions are also
excellent sources as well as products such as
Response and Monty's Joy Juice.

Water: Roses require an adequate amount of
moisture this time of year to put on growth and
those wonderful blooms. Apply at least an inch of
water per week. This works out to about 3-5
gallons for a typical rose and about one third that
amount for miniature roses. Well-fed, watered and
mulched roses will produce those wonderful
blooms that will arrive soon.

Mulch: If you have not applied mulch earlier
it is not too late to apply 2-3 inches of good
organic mulch. Actually, delaying a few weeks
after pruning and fertilizing is not bad, as it will
warm the ground up a little faster. However, it
will also allow those weeds to germinate. Mulch
helps to maintain soil temperatures, keep down
weeds, make for a better, neater garden and lastly,
add humus to the soil. A 2-3” layer of organic
mulch is one of the most important things you can
do for your roses.

Rose Day 2007
By Don Schwarz, Consulting Rosarian

Rose Day 2007 opened on Saturday, March 3,
to sunny, pleasant, but somewhat windy weather.
Bogan Park was again kind enough to host us.
Many of us arrived early to set up; but we had an
easy time of it, as the Park had set up the chairs
and tables. Rani von Wurttemberg and Kim
Borland greeted folks coming in to Rose Day.
Rani helped folks with nametags and sold
memberships with Kim, who also sold many
raffle tickets. There was great rose literature in
the same area available to all.

Programs were fun and informative. First up
were five short programs on the essentials of rose
care. Henry Everett told us about Selecting Roses
and the many issues that could be considered.
Nancy Miller delved into the important issues for
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Planting Roses, followed by Bobbie Reed who
pointed out the prickly issues on Pruning Roses.
Louise Stafford spoke about Feeding and
Watering Roses. Kim Borland told us about Pests
and Spraying Roses and showed us many of the

commercial products available. Karen Radde
presented a fabulous main program on EarthKind
roses, introducing these low maintenance, non-
spray roses.

The outdoor demonstrations of rose pruning,
planting, and mulching were cut short because of
the rebellion of the participants due to the strong
winds coming around that area of the building
where the society-sponsored rose garden is
located. The wind, though, appeared to have no
effect on Bill Belknap, Mikhail Shames, Bill
Stafford, and Adolf von Wurttemberg, who all
worked hard to prune, feed, and mulch the rose
garden.

Diane Snyder claiming her prize during the raffle at Rose Day
while Bobbie Reed, Don Schwarz and Linda Bohne look on.

The raffle followed, with more raffle prizes
than participants. The best count of the total
number of roses raffled off is quite a few more
than three dozen. Linda Bohne and I, who drew
and called the ticket numbers, went a ways
beyond that number. Two participants left Rose
Day with more than a dozen raffled roses each.
Of special interest was a raffle of a $25 gift
certificate from Chamblee's Roses, for new
members joining on Rose Day. Each new
membership qualified for one free raffle ticket.

Following the raffle, Bobbie Reed led a
workshop on rooting roses. Several participants
brought material they wanted to root, while others
used clippings from the rose garden just outdoors.
The society provided the soil, pots, bottle tops,
and rooting hormone used by the participants.

Throughout all of Rose Day 2007, we were
sustained by the food and drinks organized and
provided by Diane Snyder, Sonya Shames and
other volunteers. Their beautiful table, covered
with contributed goodies, was an enticing sight.

Unfortunately, we were not able to plant the
new rose bed, which Bogan Park had prepared for
us. The rain earlier in the week had made the
ground unplantable. Bill Belknap and I returned
on Tuesday the 13th to plant six bushes of Marie
Daly and one of Mutabilis. Two bushes of Perle
d'Or will be planted as soon as they become
available for purchase. All varieties are on the
Earth Kind rose list.

Thanks go to all our presenters, the members
who supported all the Rose Day activities, and all
those who helped bring about Rose Day 2007.
Thank you!

Welcome New Members
from Rose Day

By Kim Borland, Consulting Rosarian

Bogan Park Rose Day 2007 marked the
official opening of "rose season '07". And if the
participation factor was any indication of things-
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to-come, it's off to a roaring start.
We renewed 6 memberships, and recruited 5

new members. Shirley Pethan, of Cumming,
Linda O'Connell, of Dacula, Sherry Gomez, of
Temple, Carol Kelly, of Suwanee and Rose &
Bob Johnson, of Lawrenceville all joined our
ranks.

With all those fabulous roses up for raffle,
and Wallace Beggs, who toiled diligently
sharpening pruners, it's little wonder we collected
$426 at day's end.

A special note to new members: Please pick up a
copy of the award winning Greater Gwinnett Rose
Society – The Basics of Rose Culture For Our New
Members manual from Linda Bohne at your next
meeting as we will not be mailing them.
This manual is packed with information on growing
roses especially in the South with our clay soil and
humid weather.

Making The Most Of
Your Roses, Pt.1

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

April is the time that tests our rose-growing
skills, if we hope to compete in the spring rose
shows. A wise woman once said, "anyone can
have beautiful roses in May," but to compete well
takes a bit more effort. Judges will be looking for
beautiful blooms and healthy foliage on long,
straight stems, as well as harder-to-define
characteristics like form and balance. How can
we give our roses the best shot at standing up to
such demands?

First, finish your pruning. Pruning promotes
healthy growth and timely blooms. Harder
pruning, if you did that, encourages fewer, but
larger blooms. Light pruning allows for greater
numbers of blooms, if somewhat smaller in size.

Once you've finished cutting, you're not
finished pruning. Go back over your bushes, and
look for those new little sprouts and baby stems.
If they're heading for the inside of the bush, or
jamming into another cane, now is the time to

take them out, to maintain good air circulation
through the bush, and to minimize future damage
from crossing canes. Often, you can just brush
them off with your thumb. Also look for
locations where two or three buds are trying to
grow from a single location; choose one, and
knock the others off.

Feed your roses, of course. Roses like lots of
food – they're known as "gross feeders"– and
successful exhibitors tend to overfeed as much as
possible. However much you feed, it won't be
absorbed well unless the pH of your soil is near
the ideal of 6.5, so be sure to have your soil
tested, and adjust the pH as needed. Try giving
your roses a varied diet this spring, with some
organic fertilizer (Mills Magic or Purely Organic
or your own special mix of alfalfa, manure, and
fish emulsion), some liquid fertilizer (MiracleGro
for Roses, Peters 20-20-20, or Mills Easy Feed),
some time-release fertilizer (Osmocote,
BloomKote), or maybe some 10-10-10. Try to
feed something at least every two weeks.

To utilize all that food, and to ensure that they
don't suffer from root burn as a result of over
fertilization, your roses will need lots of water.
For the last 12 months, our rainfall has been more
than 17" (32%) below normal, so we know we
can't rely on the heavens to supply our roses.
Roses need about 2" of water a week – that's
maybe 8 gallons for a hybrid tea. If you're
feeding heavily, they will need even more – so get
out your hoses, or turn on your irrigation system.
In the last week before the show, try to water
every day, for turgid blooms and foliage.

Some rosarians like to use Messenger, which
can boost the number of blooms on your rose
bushes. If you use it, spray about one month
before the show.

Fungal diseases are fully preventable, in the
eyes of judges; don't let them mar your roses.
Begin spraying fungicides now, and continue to
spray regularly. At a minimum, spray
BannerMaxx combined with mancozeb once every
14 days from now until one week before the rose
show, or an equivalent combination (a systemic





The Rose Vine
April 2007 7

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
By Linda Bohne, Consulting Rosarian

‘Grand Prize’ is a rose that makes an elegant
statement in any garden. It has the exquisite beauty of
form and color that makes it the focal point. The
blooms are a neutral color that can blend with just
about any other rose.

‘Grand Prize’ is a compact bush with semi-glossy,
dark green foliage. It has grown in my raised rose bed
to about 3-1/2” by 3-1/2”, with no disease problems. In
the southeastern part of the United States that is an
accomplishment. The buds are pointed, ovoid, and
open high-centered. From spring until frost the bush
produces plentiful clusters of light apricot buds. They

open to an
ivory
cream
blushed
with pink,
displaying
beautiful
golden
stamens.
When
fully open

the flower has a flat apple-blossom-like form and has a
light, spicy fragrance. Each petal is distinct and
delicate. Blooms are 4”, with 20-25 petals.

‘Grand Prize’s’ parents are ‘Sunflare’ and
‘Impatient’. Both are excellent floribundas that have
won All-America honors. This was one of the first
roses hybridized by Dr. Keith Zary. While it did not
make the first cut for roses to be introduced by
Jackson & Perkins, Dr. Zary liked it enough to plant it
in his garden and also shared some with a neighbor.
They grew beautifully for years. He took advantage of
J&P’s licensee arrangement, which allows varieties
that are not produced in the U.S. to be evaluated in
other regions. Test seedlings were sent to Europe,
where they received a warm reception. Licensees
entered the rose in the 1998 prestigious Hague
International Rose Trial, where ‘Grand Prize’ received
the Gold Medal Award, which goes to the best rose at
the trials.

I won ‘Grand Prize’ in a raffle in the spring of
2004 at a local rose society meeting. At the Deep
South District Fall Show in Gainesville, FL that fall,

my rose won best One Bloom per Stem Floribunda.
The rose continues to win blue ribbons for me at rose
shows. However, that day in Gainesville will continue
to be a special rose show memory, since I had only
had that rose for such a short time and it made it to the
head table.

‘Grand Prize’ is at the top of my list for its
fabulous performance in the garden. I would
recommend this rose to rosarians to grow in their
garden.

As I work among my flowers, I find
myself talking to them, reasoning

and remonstrating with them, and adoring
them as if they were human

beings. Much laughter I provoke among
my friends by so doing, but that

is of no consequence. We are on such good
terms, my flowers and I.

- Celia Thaxter, 1835-1894

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402.
Annual dues are $37 or $34 for those 65
or older; a three-year membership is
$100. Associate membership for the
spouse of a regular member is $10.
Membership benefits include the American Rose
Magazine, the American Rose Annual, and the
Handbook for Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and Rose
Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each for the
other three), to help you explore the world of roses.
ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-winning
quarterly publication of the Deep South District of the
ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per year, or $25 for 3
years. Mailing address: Jim & Kay Harrell, 121
Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org


