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From the President
Hi!

It's late January, and that means it's cold and
gray. On the other hand, it's almost February, and
that's the month when we celebrate love, roses, and
chocolate, not necessarily in that order. For now,
though, let's concentrate on the "roses" part.

First, have you paid your GGRS dues yet? We
need everyone to renew his or her membership by
February 15, when we'll update the mailing list for
the Rose Vine. Encourage a friend or neighbor to
join, too! Send your payment ($15 individual or
$20 per household, larger donations gratefully
accepted) to Rosie Tripp, 1220 Taramore Drive,
Suwanee, 30024.

January was certainly cold, but it was good to
see that so many of us made it to the first meeting of
the year at GJAC. The Deep South District Mid-
Winter meeting should attract a number of attendees
from Gwinnett, too. Going to the Mid-Winter
meeting always shows us several new roses we
hadn't realized we couldn't live without. I wonder
what new roses this winter has to offer?

February is certainly gearing up to be busy for
us rosy folks. In addition to Valentine's Day (and
remember, for your honey or for yourself, a great
Valentine's present would be a special rose bush,
and a membership in GGRS and/or in the American
Rose Society!), and thinking about pruning (but
trying not to start too early!), this is a great time of
year for GGRS members to reach out to the rose-
loving public to share our enthusiasm and love of
roses, and to recruit new members.

We will have the opportunity to visit with
gardeners and other rose lovers at the Southeastern
Flower Show, Wednesday January 28 – Sunday,
February 1.

Early March will be busy, too, as we start our
pruning season with Rose Day at Bogan Park on
March 7th. Be sure to mark that on your calendar
and be sure to say "Yes" to Kim Borland when she
calls to ask you to help out. In addition to talks
about pruning and planting roses, we'll be helping to

prune the Bogan Park roses, teaching pruning
techniques to the public, and we'll have an
opportunity to have our pruning tools sharpened, for
a small donation to GGRS.

There are other occasions on the horizon, too,
including Pike's Rose Day in late March.
Additionally, some of us have volunteered to
contact local nurseries to see if they would like to
have GGRS members to come in and help
customers decide which roses to select. There's just
so much to look forward to!

Don Schwarz, CR
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Dates to Remember
February 3–Monthly meeting, Tom Seibert of

Week’s Roses presents their 2009 New Releases
March 7—GGRS Rose Day at Bogan Park, Buford,

GA, 9:00am. Remember to bring your unwanted
roses for the raffle.

April 7—GGRS monthly meeting
May 5—GGRS monthly meeting
May 9—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical Garden
May 16—SMRS Rose Show, Fayetteville
June 2—GGRS monthly meeting
July 18—GGRS Annual Summer Picnic at Borland’s
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GGRS February Meeting
Tuesday, February 3rd, 7:00pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room A

Week’s Roses 2009 New Releases
I am very pleased to announce that our speaker for

the February meeting will be Mr. Tom Seibert, of
Weeks Roses. He will be giving us a sneak preview of
upcoming releases for the 2009 season and re-
introducing some long forgotten favorites. This would
be an excellent meeting to bring a friend. You won't
want to miss it!!! See ya'll there.

Remember to pick up your Shealy order in the
parking lot starting at 6:30 pm prior to the meeting.

Please note: This month’s meeting will be in
conference room A.

Kim Borland, CR

February In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

The cold weather returned, but so has the rain.
Hopefully, the rain will continue and we'll enter spring
with the soil having a more than sufficient moisture
level. It's also hard to believe that in a few weeks it
will be Rose Day and time to do our annual pruning
and fertilizing. There is still plenty of time to complete
our winter tasks – preparing beds, planting dormant
roses, and planning the additions to the garden. All this
in preparation for the burst of blooms in the months
ahead.

Plant: If the ground is not frozen, we can plant
dormant roses both this month and next. Do not plant
greenhouse roses or those that have broken dormancy
though; wait until mid March or even April. These
roses could be seriously affected by a cold snap and
could die. Prepare any additional beds or remove those
roses you have decided are not to your liking. If you
can, pot and donate them for Rose Day – March 7 at
Bogan Park. A few tips when planting bare root roses
– let them soak in water the night before planting. If
you dig deep, always tamp the soil at the bottom of the
hole to help avoid the rose from settling too much;
then make a pyramid in the hole. Spread the roots
around the mound; fill the hole about ¾ full with soil

lightly tamping as you go to help insure the roots are
in good contact with the soil, then water deeply, water
again when the rose is completely planted. If the soil
is lacking humus, be sure and add compost, about a
third of the soil mixture. If the soil is high in clay you
should also add some gypsum and a little lime unless
your soil test showed you do not require it. Watering
also aids the settling of the soil. Mulch well.

Prune: Pruning of dead and diseased canes is
always appropriate, but major pruning is best left until
the end of this month or better next month during our
annual pruning. Don't forget that OGR's and one-time
bloomers should be pruned after they blossom in the
spring. With the cold weather we have had I
recommend delaying pruning until at least the
beginning of March with the second or third week of
March being even better. In the Atlanta area February
through March can be very hard on roses. If it starts to
warm up and we prune too early and then get a late
freeze, we could lose some of our roses. Most of the
roses I have lost were due to late freezing weather.

Fertilize: Wait until after you have done your
annual pruning. If you have not already done so, now
is a good time to get your soil tested. This is an
excellent time to add lime and, or gypsum to the soil
from now until you prune and fertilize your roses.

Spray: It is not too late to apply Horticultural Oil
and/or Lime Sulfur to kill over wintering pests and
disease, respectively. Application of Lime Sulfur is
especially recommended if you had blackspot on your
roses.

Water: We sure have been lucky this winter.
Although we have watering restrictions, we have had
adequate rainfall. Hopefully it will continue.

Mulch: Unless we get some especially low
temperatures, we can wait until after our annual
pruning to reapply mulch to the roses. With the
drought a good organic mulch is highly recommended.
Shredded hardwoods work especially well. Ground
pine bark and compost also provide a good first layer,
as they will be incorporated into the soil by the worms.

February Hospitality
Louise Stafford will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring the food.
Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates, cups, forks,
spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look for
your name here each month as a reminder.
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Dues Are Past Due!!!
Dues must be paid by February 15th to continue

receiving the newsletter and benefits of the society.
Dues are $15 for one person, or $20 for two or more
persons at the same address. Elevated dues levels
are always welcome.

If you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer,
Rosie Tripp, 1220 Taramore Drive, Suwanee, GA
30024, 770-476-8014, rosietripp@gmail.com

Swamp Rose
By Bill Belknap

Several years ago Bobbie Reed gave me a ‘Swamp
Rose’, ‘Rosa palustris’. Bobbie had started it from a
cutting and gave it to me in part as I have a “retention
pond” in my back yard and, obviously, roses do not
tolerate being in a wet environment - except for the
‘Swamp Rose’. ‘Swamp Rose’ or ‘Rosa palustris’ is a
unique rose in many respects and one that should be
grown more often in the
Atlanta area. It's name
means swamp rose in
Latin. As its name
implies, unlike almost
all roses, it does not
mind having its roots in
wet soil. In fact, you
will even find it or can
plant it along stream
banks and in or near
wetlands. Mine is located in my “retention pond”. I put
this in quotes since it only takes a day or so for the
water to soak into the soil. The ‘Swamp Rose’ doesn't
mind a bit. I have not pruned it in several years and it
is now about seven to eight feet in height and width
and still growing. Another unique feature of the rose is
it is native to the South and East coasts of the US and
tolerates disease and pests very well. I have never
sprayed it for either disease or pests. The only negative
is that it is a one-time bloomer, but the blooms are
spectacular. Unfortunately, the first few years I had it I
pruned it in the spring and, of course, it did not bloom

and did not grow that much. It much prefers just being
left alone to do what it does best – grow and produce
medium pink, fragrant blossoms. As with all of my
roses, it is mulched, but unlike most of my roses I do
not give it much fertilizer. I have ‘Rosa palustris
scandens' which is a double of the original and
recommend it over the original. As with many of my
roses I do not water it so not only does it like wet soil,
but also it tolerates drought very well once established.

This rose is not written up much, which is a
shame. The “ARS 2008 Handbook for Selecting
Roses” lists ‘Rosa palustris’ as a medium pink,
Species rose introduced in 1726 with a rating of 8.1. I
doubt you will find it in
local nurseries, but it is
available on line from
several vendors. The
only caution I would
give when purchasing
one is to be sure it is a
'Scandens' or double
variety. I think the
write-up from Antique
Rose Emporium is excellent and sums up the rose very
well: “Architecturally beautiful at all times of the year,
the ‘Swamp Rose’ has graceful, arching, and nearly
thornless branches with narrow, willow-like leaves.
This is a native American rose, growing across the
South and East in moist, swampy ground. Its ability to
grow in poorly drained soil as well as in normal
garden conditions make it an anomaly among roses,
but very versatile in the landscape. No plant could be
more beautiful weeping into a stream or reflecting
pond. ”

I have a couple of plants started from cuttings last
year and two more which I started this year, so it is
fairly easy to propagate. I hope you will give this rose
consideration especially if you have a wet garden area.

500 Watts!!!
by Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

Sometimes the best presents aren’t the ones you
ask for. This Christmas my husband surprised me
with a gift I had never even thought to ask for. Talk
about thinking outside the box-he was in the next
continent! I was shocked beyond words when I took
the paper off the box and saw “500 watts/vatios”
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staring back at me. It’s tall, it’s yellow and black and
it’s got two huge bug-eyed lamps staring out from it at
250 halogen watts apiece.

I’m talking a 500 Watt Twin-Head Portable
Halogen Work
Light at its
finest . It has,
besides those
two awesome
250 watt
lamps covered
in a heavy
duty cast
aluminum
light housing;
a dual use
portable sled
which
removes with
one knob from
the tripod (I’ll
get to that

later), insulated metal handles, tempered UV safety
glass, protective metal grills and a 5 foot/3 wire
grounded cord. Plus-it extends to 42” with that
aforementioned tripod!

There’s a twist knob that “allows for quick and
easy lamp head angle settings” that gets you a 45-
degree adjustment per lamp. It’s got an easy twist lock
height adjustment on the tripod and did I mention 500
Watts of light?

I’m going to be conducting some serious night or
early morning deadheading, pruning, mulching,
fertilizing and maybe even spraying. Just wait ‘til
4:30 in the morning of a rose show, I will actually be
able to see what is in the garden and not leave a cut
specimen behind like I did with an excellent spray of
‘Fragrant Plum’ one year.

My husband John may not be the most versed in
roses (he still gets around), but he sure knows how to
search a home improvement store for a tool to make
his wife’s job with her rose passion a lot easier!!!

Thanks honey!

Editor’s note: You can find me working in the garden
after dark, just look for 500 Watts of light blasting into
the sky. Not to be confused with the Gwinnett Braves
Farm Club stadium 4 miles away!

Meet Me In Tallahassee, Lassie
By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

It was a colddddd weekend in Atlanta on January
16-18, so eight of us opted to head south to sunnier
climes with warm thoughts of roses and rosy friends in
Tallahassee. This year's attendees from Greater
Gwinnett included Al & Sara Coleman, Henry
Everett, Victoria Fleming, Louise Stafford, Jesse
Usleton, and Don Schwarz.

Don and I traveled with Louise, and as we left it
was 14°. It was only in the 30s when we arrived in
Tallahassee. We went straight to our workshops on
Friday afternoon. Sara Coleman and I attended a great
arranging school, where Sara got to make her first
arrangement, which looked good! It's always fun to
play with someone else's toys and roses, and to be free
to experiment without the pressure of a rose show.
There was also a digital photography workshop; both
were packed.

Throughout the dinners, meetings, and other
hospitality we continued meeting old friends. We
dined with folks from Augusta to Mobile to south
Florida, and talked with lots more, including the
candidates. There was a formal presentation of
candidates for ARS and District offices in 2009, and
each of those present was given some time to speak.
Don and I also had a chance to have dinner with two
candidates, and breakfast with another.

The American Rose Society is electing a new
Vice President this year, who
will automatically become
President in 2012. Steve
Jones, our current President,
will be stepping down in
November 2009, and Jeff
Wyckoff will be moving up
to become President. Jolene
Adams (pictured at left with
Jeff Wyckof, DSD photos by
Bobbie Reed) and Bob Martin
are running for Vice
President to replace Jeff.
Jolene talked to many of us
over the weekend, but Bob

Martin opted not to attend. In the Deep South District,
Lee Hale and Karen Prevatt (pictured next page left)
are running for District Director, to replace the retiring
director, Oline Reynolds (as if anyone could replace
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A few ditties . . .
Note: Rosie Tripp has a new e-mail address:
rosietripp@gmail.com

Oops, did I say that? Last month on the back
page of the newsletter, I placed a picture of Edna
Griner and Madison LeRoy and referred to them
as the “eldest and youngest” members of the
society. I stand corrected (by Edna herself). Edna
IS NOT the eldest member of the society, she
defers that noble honor to Wallace Beggs (I
believe there is a year’s variance, but a year is
after all, a year). Edna however, was the “eldest”
member in attendance at the Christmas party.
I know at least one of our members actually reads
the newsletter!

Winner of the “Paid Up Dues” Raffle: was Bill
Belknap. Bill won an ARS calendar, a rose dish,
a rose notepad and a packet of Messenger at the
January meeting. Congratulations Bill.

Rose Watch: Roses at Pike’s Nurseries: Diane
and Linda B. conducted some rose shopping at the
Pike’s on Hwy 29 in Tucker. Diane reports they
have recently potted bare-root roses, including all
varieties of EarthKind roses by the truckload for
$19.00 to $29.00 each. See the GGRS website for
a list of inventory. NOTE: Quantities subject to
change by the time of newsletter publishing.

Gwinnett Extension Plant Sale: Gwinnett
County Extension Agent Timothy Daley, MS, has
announced that: “Orders are being taken for the
annual Gwinnett Extension Plant Sale. This year
we are offering a new Native Azalea that will
bloom Orange named ‘Gregory Bald' and also
returning will be the yellow blooming ‘Admiral
Semmes.’ In tradition, we will be offering
Blueberry and Blackberry bushes plus the FREE
class - "Planting - Pruning and Care" for your
plants that will be offered on Monday, March 2,
6:30 PM at the Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Building, Room A.. We also have
3 varieties of Crape Myrtles along with
Viburnums, Heucheras (Coral Bells) and

Muscadine Vines. Orders will be taken from now
until March 4th. Pick up date for plants will be
Thursday, March 12th at Gwinnett County
Fairgrounds. We accept check or cash only for our
prepaid orders. The information and order
brochure is attached for you information. Please
contact me if you have any questions regarding
the plant sale or if you need my assistance with
anything else. Thank you very much.”
Attachment 1: Extension Plant Sale Brochure
2009.pdf (application/pdf)

January Meeting Recap
By Henry Everett, Consulting Rosarian

The President, Don Schwarz, called the meeting to
order. He thanked the retiring officers and
welcomed the incoming officers.
Roses Unlimited – Diane Snyder said Roses
Unlimited has twelve plants of The Oregonian rose
that will be ready to be picked up in March. Ten of
the plants are spoken for, but two are still available.
It is a fragrant, exhibition form hybrid tea many of
us admired at the DSD meeting this fall.
Dues – Dues are due. Dues must be paid by
February 15 to continue to receive newsletter and
benefits.
Chamblee roses – Bill Belknap is taking orders for
roses from Chamblee Nursery.
Shealy order – Bill sent information to members
on-line about the order.
Order now. Items can be
picked up at the next
meeting.
Program – Dr. Bruce
Gillett (pictured at right,
photo by Rani von
Wurttemberg) gave a
presentation on “Perils
and Pitfalls of Rose
Gardening.” He
discussed the diseases
contracted from
mosquitoes, ticks and the
dangers of bites from the
Black Widow spider and the Brown Recluse spider.
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He urged gardeners to protect themselves by
covering up, using insect repellant sprays and
employing caution.
Thank you to Diane Snyder for the evening’s
refreshments.
Next meeting – Tuesday, February 3 at 7:30.

Upcoming Rose Shows and Conventions
April 11—Jacksonville RS Rose Show, Jacksonville

Garden Club. Gigi Pelletier, 904-728-0978,
gigipelletier@earthlink.net

April 25-26—Gainesville RS Rose Show, Kannapaha
Botanical Gardens Summer House. Sally McDonell,
352-372-5810, sal26774@mindspring.com

May 2—Charleston Lowcountry RS Rose Show,
Northwoods Mall. Claude Thomas, 843-795-4130,
jotcet@comcast.net

May 9-10—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical
Garden. Chris Woods, 770-309-6302,
cewoods@us.ibm.com

May 16—SMRS Rose Show, Hood Avenue
Elementary School, Fayetteville. Cindy Dale, 770-
631-3885, rosepro@bellsouth.net

June 18-24—Spring 2009 Convention & Rose Show
in conjunction with World Federation of Rose
Societies. Vancouver, BC, Canada. Brenda Viney,
604-936-1514, brendaviney@telus.net

July 17-19—York Area RS National Miniature Rose
Show and Conference. Glen Smith, 717-938-9991,
cowboysdal@aol.com

Oct 17-18—NGRS/GGRS Rose Show, State
Botanical Gardens, Athens. Bobbie Reed, 770-
979-4237, berdks@mindspring.com

Nov. 11-15—Fall National Conference & Rose Show,
Palm Springs, CA. Cliff Orent cliff@clifforent.com

Please see the ARS website www.ars.org for additional
Events To Come.

So plant your own garden and decorate
your own soul,

instead of waiting for someone to bring you
flowers.

- Author Unknown

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+), $59
Senior Joint, $10 Youth and a three-year
membership is $140 Individual. Membership
benefits include the American Rose Magazine,
the American Rose Annual, and the Handbook
for Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors' Forum,
OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and Rose
Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each for the other
three), to help you explore the world of roses. ARS
Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-winning
quarterly publication of the Deep South District of the
ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per year, or $25 for 3 years.
Mailing address: Jim & Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush
Circle, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org

Greater Gwinnett Rose Society
2009 Membership Form

Due January 1st of each year

Name(s):__________________________________
__________________________________

Address:__________________________________
City:________________________ Zip:_________
Phone: (H)______________(W/C)_____________
E-mail:___________________________________

GGRS Membership Dues Categories:
$20.00 Per Household: ____________________
$15.00 Single Membership: ________________

I would prefer to receive the full-color Society
newsletter by _______E-mail, OR I would prefer
to receive the black & white newsletter by
_______U.S. Mail

Make checks payable to: “GGRS” and mail to:
Rosie Tripp, Treasurer
1220 Taramore Drive
Suwanee, GA 30024

GGRS Website: http://www.gwinnettrose.org




