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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The winter season wasn't too bad up to New
Year’s Day. Then Mother Nature started having a lot
more to say about the temperatures and, oh let’s say
everything in general. In January we've had huge
temperature swings, with a fair number of days when
it did rain. There was even a little lightning and
thunder one night. In the middle of the month we had
some ice, sleet, and even some snow. All of this
moisture is greatly appreciated. Can we be so lucky
that it will continue in the right proportion throughout
the year? We can only hope.

Mary Bachman, a member of our society, gave a
wonderful presentation at the January meeting about
how to manage our gardens with the continuing
drought. The focus was on xeriscaping; a type of
landscaping that conserves water and protects the
environment. There is still time for gardeners and
rosarians to assess their garden layout and their roses
to see how this type of landscaping can be
implemented.

Bill Belknap is again coordinating the Shealy
products order with Jim Young. Orders can be picked
up before the February 5 meeting at 6:30 pm at the
Gwinnett Justice and Administration Center parking
lot. If you are unable to pick up your order, please
contact Bill before the meeting. After picking up your
order, please join our members for refreshments and
fellowship, and see the program on “Pruning the
English Way.”

Many members at the January meeting said they
were interested in ordering roses from Chamblee as
the drought continues. Bill Belknap has volunteered to
manage this project if there is enough interest. So if
you were not at the meeting and are interested in
ordering Chamblee roses, please let Bill know. Visit
the Chamblee web site, www.chambleeroses.com for
more information on the variety of roses they carry.

The committee is busy working on publicity and
speakers for Rose Day, which is Saturday, February
23, at Bogan Park in Buford. This is the society’s
annual program to reach out to the public and recruit
new members to GGRS, with seminars on essential

rose care. We will also have hands-on
demonstrations, handouts, and a great raffle. If you
have roses you are planning to get rid of, please
remember to bring these nice roses with you to donate
for the raffle. It’s a great way to introduce new folks
to a variety of roses, and to make a little money for the
society. Let’s see if we can beat last year's attendance
record. So invite your friends, co-workers and
neighbors to join us on February 23 at Bogan Park for
a fun-filled morning.

In January I attended the DSD Mid-Winter
Meeting in Valdosta, GA. It was a great winter break
to hear excellent speakers and to meet with other
rosarians and friends. This meeting is always well
attended. Representing our society were myself,
Evelyn and Wallace Beggs, Susan Clingenpeel, Karen
and David Radde, Louise Stafford, Henry Everett and
Jessie Usleton.

The deadline for membership renewal for 2008 is
February 15. Any member who has not renewed after
that date will no longer receive the newsletter.

Continue making plans and preparations for
gardening in 2008. See you at the February 5 meeting!

Linda Bohne, CR
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GGRS February Meeting

Tuesday, February 5th, 7:00pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center

Conference Room C

Pruning the English way

For our February meeting we will view two
DVDs, courtesy of Rosie Tripp. The first one is
"Pruning Shrub Roses" with David Stone. "If you've
ever wanted to grow the great shrub roses but
wondered how to keep them under control then this
DVD is for you". The second is "Growing Roses"
with Peter Beales. Mr. Beales is one of the world's
foremost rose specialists. The DVD is a
comprehensive guide to good rose growing. We won't
be able to watch all of both, so let's focus on our
upcoming task—pruning roses.

Rose Day Update
Saturday, February 23rd, 9:00am - 1:00 pm

Bogan Park

Also in February is our annual Rose Day. Join us
at Bogan Park on Saturday, February 23rd, 9am to
1pm, to learn and have fun at Rose Day 2008. This is
our society’s annual opportunity to educate the
gardening community and our members and to
contribute to Bogan Park, our host and co-sponsor.

We will start Rose Day with a focus on beginning
rose growing. We'll have presentations on Selecting
Roses, Planting Roses, Feeding and Watering Roses,
Pests and Spraying Roses, and Pruning Roses.

We'll pause with a short break for refreshments
and an opportunity to purchase raffle tickets. Karen
Radde will then give the main program, EarthKind
Roses. These are low-maintenance drought-resistant
roses tested in Texas.

At this time, everyone will be asked to join
rosarians in the ‘Bogan Park Rose Garden’ to observe
planting, pruning, fertilizing, and mulching of the
roses. The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society sponsors
this garden, which began in 2003 with plantings of
some low-maintenance roses. After a few roses have
been tended to, rosarians will be asked to return to the
building for the raffle. Garden tool sharpening will be
available again this year for a small donation to the
society.

Bring your neighbors, co-workers, and gardening

friends to enjoy this event. There will be hands-on
demonstrations, refreshments, literature, catalogs, and
a wonderful raffle. We thank Bogan Park for their
continuing support.

From Lawrenceville:
Take GA 20 past the Mall of Georgia. Turn right (North)
onto South Bogan Road. Cross Hamilton Mill Road.
Bogan Park is on North Bogan Road on your right about
¼ mile north of the Hamilton Mill Road intersection.
Rose Day will be held in the main building, first Entrance
on your right.

From Buford on I-985:
Take the exit for GA 20 and go towards Lawrenceville,
right (East). Just before the Toyota dealership, turn left
(North) onto South Bogan Road, and follow the
directions above.

Don Schwarz, CR

Dues Are Past Due!!!
Dues must be paid by February 15th to continue

receiving the newsletter and benefits of the society.
Dues are $15 for one person, or $20 for two or more
persons at the same address. Elevated dues levels
are always welcome.

If you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer, Kim
Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr., Clermont, GA,
770-983-3609, kim.borland@yahoo.com.
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Dates to Remember
February 5—GGRS monthly meeting. Pruning the

English Way.
Feb 23—GGRS Rose Day at Bogan Park, Buford,

GA. Remember to bring your unwanted
roses for the raffle.

March—No meeting due to Rose Day February 23rd
April 1—GGRS monthly meeting
May 6—GGRS monthly meeting
May10—GARS Rose Show, Atlanta Botanical Garden
May 16-18—DSD Judges School, Bainbridge
May 17—SMRS Rose Show, Fayetteville
May 30-June 1—ARS Mini Convention & Rose

Show, Oklahoma City, OK
June 3—GGRS monthly meeting
June 26-30—ARS Spring Nat’l Convention & Rose

Show

February Hospitality
Evelyn Beggs will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring the food.
Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates, cups, forks,
spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look for
your name here each month as a reminder.

February In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

It's hard to believe that in a few weeks it will be
Rose Day and then time to do our annual pruning and
fertilizing. There is still time to complete our winter
tasks – preparing beds, planting dormant roses, and
planning the additions to the garden. All in preparation
for the burst of blooms in the months ahead. Of
course, we will have to delay working the soil until it
warms up a bit so the ground is not frozen.

Plant: Once the weather warms up a little and the
ground is not frozen we can plant dormant roses both
this month and next. Do not plant greenhouse roses or
those that have broken dormancy; wait until mid
March or even April. They could be seriously affected

by a cold snap and, unfortunately, this year might be
the year we get one. Prepare any additional beds or
remove those roses you have decided are not to your
liking. If you can, pot them for Rose Day - February
23 at Bogan Park. A few tips when planting bare root
roses – let them soak in water the night before
planting. If you dig deep, always tamp the soil at the
bottom of the hole to help avoid the rose from settling
too much; then make a pyramid in the hole. Spread the
roots around the mound; fill the hole about ¾ full with
soil lightly tamping as you go to help insure the roots
are in good contact with the soil, then water deeply,
water again when the rose is completely planted. The
watering also aids the settling of the soil.

Prune: Pruning of dead and diseased canes is
always appropriate, but major pruning is best left until
the end of this month or better next month for our
annual pruning. Don't forget that OGR's and one-time
bloomers should be pruned after they blossom. With
the cold weather we have had I recommend delaying
pruning until at least the beginning of March with the
second or third week of March being even better.
February through March can be very hard on roses. If
it starts to warm up and we prune too early and then
get a late freeze, we could lose some of our roses.

Fertilize: Wait until after you have done your
annual pruning. If you have not already done so, now
is a good time to get your soil tested. You can add lime
and or gypsum to the soil any time from now to until
you prune your roses.

Spray: It is not too late to apply Horticultural Oil
and/or Lime Sulfur to kill over wintering pests and
disease, respectively. Application of Lime Sulfur is
especially recommended if you had blackspot on your
roses.

Water: We sure have been lucky this winter.
Although we have a watering ban, we have had
adequate rainfall. Consider using rain barrels and
greywater to provide the extra water you will need for
planting.

Mulch: Unless we get some especially low
temperatures, we can wait until after our annual
pruning to apply mulch to the roses. With the drought,
a good organic mulch is highly recommended.
Shredded hardwoods work especially well. Ground
pine bark and compost provide a good first layer, as
they will be incorporated into the soil by the
earthworms.
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H. L. Shealy Spring Order
By Bill Belknap

Delivery of the H. L. Shealy orders will be at the
February 5th meeting at 6:00 pm. Meet me in the
GJAC parking lot to load your orders prior to the
meeting.

Your 2008 GGRS Officers
By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

I’d like to present to you your 2008 GGRS
Officers. Pictured below are Don Schwarz, returning
Vice-President, Rosie Tripp, our new Secretary (she
replaces the retiring Rani von Wurttemberg), Linda
Bohne, returning President and Kim Borland,
returning Treasurer.

We are looking forward to an exciting year with
you four at the helm! As members of our Society,
please feel free to contact any of these officers with
your suggestions and comments.

Great Garden Roses for
Gwinnett

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

We have lots of opportunities to decide which
roses to grow in our gardens. We can believe the
catalogs (ha!), review the latest ARS Handbook For
Selecting Roses, scan the rose show tables, or talk to
experienced rosarians for recommendations. Too
often, the roses recommended are hard to grow, or

don't bloom enough to satisfy our desire for lots of
beautiful roses in the garden. So for those of us who
don't necessarily aspire to Queen of Show, what
should we be growing?

I hate to strike all Hybrid Teas and Grandifloras
off the list, but very few are easy to grow. Mostly I'd
recommend some of the old favorites, like Chrysler
Imperial and Queen Elizabeth, and a few of the more
recent introductions, like Gemini, Louise Estes, and
Veteran's Honor, which seem to be relatively healthy
and to produce blooms frequently enough to satisfy
any gardener. I also tend to recommend Frederic
Mistral, which is more a shrub than a Hybrid Tea, and
has great fragrance if not classic form.

There are more
good Floribundas,
with lots of blooms
and lots of color.
Some of the better
ones for this area
are Europeana, Hot
Cocoa, Iceberg,
Julia Child, Livin'

‘Easy Living’

Easy, Playboy, Playgirl (and its sports Charlotte Ann
and Miss Ada), Sunflare, and Sunsprite. The
immediate predecessors of the Floribundas were
Polyanthas, with lots of (smaller) blooms, like Marie
Pavié, Perle d'Or, and The Fairy.

You know I'm fond of older roses. Species roses
do well here, if you give them enough room – the
Cherokee Rose (R. laevigata), the Lady Banks roses
(R. banksiae spp), and the Chestnut Rose (R.
roxburghii) all do well. Among the Old Garden
Roses, I find that Madame Plantier, Marchesa
Boccella, Mrs. B. R. Cant, Mutabilis, Nastarana, and
Souvenir de St. Anne's are vigorous, healthy, and
floriferous additions to the garden. The Cherokee and
Lady Banks roses, and Mme. Plantier, are all one-time
bloomers, but they produce more blooms in one month
than repeat-bloomers will in a whole season.

Some Climbers that do well for us include
Altissimo, Don Juan, Fourth of July, and New Dawn
(alas, this last one doesn't repeat well for us). Some
roses technically fall into other classes, mostly shrubs,
but are best grown as climbers, like Dortmund or
Mermaid. Just be sure to give them lots of room for
horizontal growth!

And then there are our beloved Shrubs. Among
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the classic shrubs, all the
Hybrid Musks do well –
Ballerina, Belinda,
Cornelia, and Penelope
are among the best.
Modern shrubs cover a
range of colors and styles

‘Cornelia’

– Belinda's Dream, Knock Out, of course,
Gartendirektor Otto Linne, and Pink Meidiland are
consistent performers. So are many of the Griffith
Buck roses, like Carefree Beauty, Polonaise, and
Winter Sunset, some personal favorites. And there are
the David Austin roses, which are subjects of much
hype by marketers, but which include some great
garden roses – Abraham Darby, Heritage, Mary Rose,
and Sweet Juliet are consistent performers.

There are even some Miniature and Mini-Flora
roses that do well in the garden.
My favorites always include
Gourmet Popcorn, Green Ice,
Red Cascade, and Sweet Diana.

We have lots of choices,
big and small, in a variety of
colors and fragrances, that we
know will give us the rose
gardens we desire.

Rose Photos courtesy ‘Gourmet Popcorn’
of Bobbie Reed.

DSD Mid-Winter Meeting - “A
Southern Reunion”

by Linda Bohne, Consulting Rosarian

The 2008 DSD Mid-Winter meeting was in
Valdosta, GA, the weekend of January 19. There was
good participation for the arrangement workshop
Friday afternoon, which was led by Ed Griffith and
Mary Maud Sharpe. Assisting were Eleanor Ramage,
Gretchen Warren, and Martha Jean Woodward.
Attendees practiced traditional, modern, and oriental
style arrangements, as well as corsage and boutonniere
construction and centerpiece arranging. Participants
voted on the winners of the three categories and Karen
Radde won best Oriental arrangement. Everyone had
a good time and learned a few more “tricks” to keep
up their sleeve. After the workshop many folks got
ready for the welcome reception and buffet.

On Saturday there were many excellent lectures.
Oline Reynolds, DSD Director, started with
welcoming remarks. Mike Shoup, owner of Antique
Rose Emporium, talked about The Natural Way to
Grow Roses – The Ultimate Garden Plant. He started
a nursery business in 1976 growing woody
ornamentals for the landscape industry and retail
centers in central Texas. He soon began to look for
plants native to Texas that might fill the same slot.
While looking for native plants, he and his partner
found repeat-blooming roses surviving without any
obvious care in rather desolate surroundings - some
even in cemeteries. Over the next couple of years, the
surviving roses became the foundation of the Antique
Rose Emporium. Most of his talk was about the
resurgence of interest in OGRs. He recommended
being ruthless in pruning and containing the roses, but
making sure to plant the correct size plant in the
correct space. To grow roses naturally, add organics
to the soil and use organic-based fertilizers. Compost
teas are also very good if the gardener has the time to
apply them. He also encouraged mixing
perennials/annuals with the roses. The Antique Rose
Emporium is currently experimenting with using
aerobic bacteria (they oxygenate compost) produced at
their facility as a spray against fungal disease. They
have used this organic regimen as their only spray
program with positive results. It will be interesting to
follow their trial.

Following Mr. Shoup was Michael Marriott,
Technical Manager of David Austin Roses. His
presentation was titled David Austin’s Beautiful and
Fragrant English Roses, and included pictures of
beautiful English roses. He spoke of their growth
habit, fragrance, etc. He also showed pictures on how
to use English roses in the garden. The scenes were
breathtaking. Austin has approximately half a dozen
new test gardens of their varieties in the US. This
undertaking will allow them to evaluate how well
cultivars perform in our diverse growing climates and
aid them to better recommend roses for US gardeners.
I found it fascinating that Austin produces 400,000
seeds a season that will result in 5-6 varieties to
market in 7-8 years.

Hybridizer David Clemons was the last of the
morning presenters – In Search of Secretariat. He
talked about the steps involved in creating a rose plant.
He showed pictures of gorgeous blooms and gave a
background on the roses he has successfully
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hybridized and marketed. Most of his roses are named
after thoroughbred horses. His latest rose, Joy, an
AOE miniature for 2008, is named for his mother. His
other new release for this year is Unbridled.

After lunch, everyone returned to hear the last
presentation for the day. Ray Guillbeau moderated the
presentation of the New Varieties of roses for 2008. It
is quite an impressive list. The pictures of the blooms
were outstanding.

During the Saturday evening banquet, Louise
Stafford, DSD bronze medal chair, announced the
DSD bronze medal winners. Among the 27 recipients
was our own Susan Clingenpeel. Steve Jones,
American Rose Society president, was the keynote
speaker. He talked about ways ARS membership
could be increased and cited what his local society was
doing to help. He reminded everyone to keep a
positive attitude and to remember that societies should
embrace the different needs of their membership.
Each gardener is in the society for different reasons -
some like to exhibit, some like the friendships and
some like OGRs while others like minis. We must
work to have diversity in our programs.
Reaching out to youth will be essential for the future
survival of our organization. He urges us to continue
to promote the ARS. Headquarters is very interested

in hearing from ARS
members and helping
them realize their
needs. Presidential
citations were given to
several people for
outstanding services to
ARS. The presidential
citation for outstanding
services as Chairman
of the Horticultural
Judges Committee was
presented to Susan
Clingenpeel.

Susan with her Presidential Citation

Jim Mills, of K&M Roses, did an outstanding job
with the special auction this year. Eight rose bushes
were auctioned individually. After that there was an
auction for a collection of the same eight rose bushes,
plus four additional roses. The bidding narrowed to
Oline Reynolds and Carol Green as the bids got
higher. The bidding finally ended at $1500, with Jim

giving each bidder 12 roses. It was an exciting ending
and all the money raised goes to the DSD.

Henry Everett conducted a Consulting Rosarian
school on Sunday morning for 57 attendees. Six
students successfully passed the test, and became new
Consulting Rosarians, while others were auditing the
class.

It was a wonderful weekend seeing old friends and
meeting new acquaintances. I look forward to next
year’s Mid-Winter meeting, which is the weekend of
January 16-19, 2009.

Three Extra Ditties
Many thanks to Kim Borland for taking over the

mailing of the printed monthly newsletter. Bill
Belknap has been performing this function for many
years, for which we are extremely grateful. Bill will
continue to distribute the newsletter electronically.

Karen Radde announced the North Georgia Rose
Society would now be meeting the first Sunday of the
month at 2:00pm at the State Botanical Garden in
Athens every other month. The first meeting will be
February 3rd in Classroom A.

We are toying around with the theme of the
October Rose Show. “The Songs of Autumn” has
been suggested. If you have any favorite songs that
would work into a title for an arrangement, please
contact Nancy Miller.

January Meeting Recap
By Rosie Tripp

I. Product and Rose Orders
1. A hardcopy of Shealy price list was

distributed. Chemicals must be ordered by
January 28, other products must be ordered by
January 30. Products will be delivered at 6 pm
at February 5th meeting.

2. Discussed ordering roses from Chamblee
again this year. Several members were
interested. Groups of any 12 roses must be
ordered at a time.

II. Rose Day Program
1. Rose Day will be at Bogan Park on February

23rd from 9 am to 1 pm.
2. Signup for refreshments was coordinated by

Diane.
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3. Don is working on handouts to advertise Rose
Day. It was suggested that he make them
available at the next meeting.

III. Monthly Program
1. Signup for refreshments was coordinated by

Diane.
2. February meeting will be a presentation on

“Pruning the English Way”.
IV. Newsletter

1. Bill will continue email distribution
2. Kim will take over mailing of hard copies

from Bill.
3. It was suggested that members only receive

email version of Newsletter to save society
funds.

4. Dues must be paid by February 15 to continue
receiving newsletter and benefits of society.

5. “Rose of the Month” signup was coordinated
by Nancy. Now members can suggest a rose.

V. ARS Deep South District
1. DSD Mid-Winter meeting is January 18 – 20

in Valdosta, GA.
VI. North East Georgia Rose Society

Karen Radde announced that:
1. Meetings will now be on first Sunday at 2 pm

on alternate months starting in February.
2. Meetings will now be at the UGA Botanical

Garden in Athens in classroom A.
3. Society will help with Botanical Garden’s

roses in exchange for usage of classroom.
4. February meeting is on EarthKind roses

VII.Society Picnic and Christmas Party
1. Kim volunteered to host picnic again this year.

Tentative date is July 12.
2. Due to conflicts with other societies,

December 14 is the date of choice for
Christmas Party. Need a host/hostess to
volunteer.

VIII.Other
1. Rani announced that she and Adolf will

become a grandparents of triplets in June.
IX. Presentation

A. Mary Bachner, Master Gardener and
Naturalist, presented “Managing Gardens in
Drought”.

B. Several handouts were distributed. It was
suggested that members access Xeriscaping
guide at:

http://pubs.caes.uga.edu/caespubs/pubcd/B107
3.htm

C. Topics in presentation included:
1. Planning and Design
2. Soil Analysis
3. Appropriate Plant Selection
4. Practical turf Areas
5. Efficient Irrigation
6. Use of Mulches
7. Appropriate Maintenance

The rose is a flower of love. The world has
acclaimed it for centuries. Pink roses are for
love hopeful and expectant. White roses are
for love dead or forsaken, but the red roses,
ah the red roses are for love triumphant.”

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+),
$59 Senior Joint, $10 Youth and a three-
year membership is $140 Individual.
Membership benefits include the
American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and Rose
Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each for the
other three), to help you explore the world of roses.
ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-winning
quarterly publication of the Deep South District of the
ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per year, or $25 for 3
years. Mailing address: Jim & Kay Harrell, 121
Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org




