
TheRoseVine
Newsletter of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society Affiliated with the American Rose Society

February 2007

From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

The weather this winter cannot seem to make
up its mind. It gets cold, and then it gets hot. Oh,
those winter doldrums. I hope you have been able
to look through the rose catalogs you received
during December and January in anticipation of
adding roses to your garden this spring. With all
the varieties available, surely there are one or two
roses that would fit into your rose garden
perfectly. If you have not already ordered, don’t
wait too much longer. Some of the popular
varieties do sell out quickly.

Bill Belknap is taking orders for Shealy
products and for Chamblee roses. Shealy's has a
good selection of products for our roses, from soil
additives to chemicals. The cost of the products is
more reasonable than other vendors, too. Orders
need to be submitted to Bill no later than Tuesday,
January 30. Orders can be picked up from Jim
Young starting at 6:30 pm before the February 6
meeting in the Gwinnett Justice and
Administration Center parking lot. Bill will be
sending updates by email.

The deadline to take advantage of ordering
roses from Chamblee is Monday, February 19.
For the best selection, order as soon as possible.
We have always received excellent plants from
them. For more rose information, visit their web
site, www.chambleeroses.com. If you have
questions about ordering products from Shealy’s
or roses from Chamblee, call Bill. We are very
thankful to Bill for volunteering to manage theses
two projects this year.

The Southeastern Flower Show is Feb. 7-11 at
the Georgia World Congress Center. The Greater
Atlanta Rose Society will have a table where rose
society members will welcome and chat with
visitors about our love, the rose. You can save the
$15 entry fee by volunteering to work. If
interested, call Victoria Fleming at (770) 939-

9114.
GGRS has been given a wonderful

opportunity to spread our love of the rose through
a booth at the Georgia Home & Garden Show.
The show dates are Friday, February 16 through
Sunday, February 18, at the Gwinnett Center,
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway, Duluth. More details
will be given at the February 6 meeting. For our
outreach to be a success, please volunteer for a
few hours that weekend.

2007 GGRS Officers: Don Schwarz-Vice President, Rani von
Wurttemberg-Secretary, Kim Borland-Treasurer and Linda
Bohne-President photo by Bobbie Reed

We are busy working on publicity and
speakers for the Saturday, March 3, Rose Day at
Bogan Park in Buford. This is an annual program,
where we reach out to the public and recruit new
members to GGRS. Seminars are offered on
essential rose care. There are also hands-on
demonstrations, handouts, and a fantastic raffle.
If you have roses you are planning to remove,
please remember to bring these nice roses with
you to donate for the raffle. What a great way to
introduce new folks to a variety of roses, and to
make a little money for the society. Last year was
the best attended Rose Day we have ever had. It
is fun for all of us. So tell your friends, co-
workers and neighbors to join us on March 3 at
Bogan Park. It would be nice to exceed last
year’s attendance.

Our society will be doing an outreach at the
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Gwinnett area Pike’s Family Nurseries Rose Day
on May 26. This is a fun event where we get to
meet the public, help sell roses, and recruit new
members. When the sign-up sheet goes around at
the February 6 meeting, please consider
volunteering.

I had the opportunity to go to The Deep South
District Mid-Winter Meeting in Tallahassee, FL,
Jan. 19-21. It was a great weekend to meet with
friends and to hear excellent speakers. The
meeting was well attended. Participating from
our society were Wallace and Evelyn Beggs, Kim
Borland, Susan Clingenpeel, Nancy Miller, Karen
and David Radde, Bobbie Reed, Don Schwarz,
and Louise Stafford. A detailed article of the
events is included in the newsletter.

We are getting closer to spring as the days are
starting to get a little longer. However, I am sure
we will be reminded from time-to-time that it is
still winter. After you have picked up your
Shealy order, join us for the meeting. Pam and
Rob Russell, from the Greater Atlanta Rose
Society, will talk about their experiences while
attending the World Federation of Rose Societies
meeting in Japan. Happy thoughts of roses!

Linda Bohne, CR

February Meeting Update
Tuesday, February 6th, 7:00 pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Japan and Roses
Pam & Rob Russell will present a program on

Japan and the 2006 World Rose Convention in
Osaka, Japan. They will show us Japanese living,
food, and culture, which they experienced touring
on their own the week prior to the convention.
Highlights of the convention will include the
opening ceremony, welcome reception, rose
show, rose gardens, and farewell dinner. The post
tour to Tokyo will include the International Rose

and Gardening Show. They will also include a
Japanese flower arrangement seminar in Kyoto
and the arrangements section at the rose show. Be
sure to join us for what promises to be an exciting
presentation.

Dates to Remember
February 6—GGRS monthly meeting "Japan

and Roses" with Pam and Rob Russell

March 3—Rose Day at Bogan Park in Buford, GA
“Earthkind Roses” Bring roses for our rose
raffle!

April 3—GGRS monthly meeting “Rose
Propagation Workshop” Bring cuttings (or
ask someone to bring cuttings) of roses
you would like to root Annual plant swap

May 1—GGRS monthly meeting "Rose
Fragrance" by Bobbie Reed

Dues Are Past Due!
As we look forward to the beginning of a new

year, it's time for everyone to remember that dues
for 2007 were due in January. Dues are $15 for
one person, or $20 for two or more persons at the
same address. Elevated dues levels are always
welcome.

According to the amendments to our bylaws
enacted in 2003, dues for all members are now
due in January of each year, rather than in their
anniversary month – this simplifies record
keeping for all of us.

If you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer,
Kim Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr.,
Clermont, GA, 770-983-1806,
kim.borland@yahoo.com.
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February Hospitality
Bobbie Reed and Don Schwarz will provide

this month’s refreshments. Remember, you need
only bring the food. Diane Snyder will provide
drinks, ice, plates, cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

February In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Winter weather has finally arrived, but luckily
March is only around the corner. Time to
complete all those winter tasks – preparing beds,
planting dormant roses, and planning the additions
to the garden. These chores are all in preparation
for the first blooms in the months ahead.

Plant: Plant dormant roses this month and
next. Do not plant greenhouse roses or those that
have broken dormancy. They could be seriously
effected by cold snaps; keep them protected from
the cold. Prepare any additional beds or remove
those roses you have decided are not to your
liking. If you can, pot them for Rose Day next
month – March 3 at Bogan Park. A few tips when
planting bare root roses – let them soak in water
the night before planting, always tamp the soil and
make a pyramid in the hole, spread the roots
around the mound, fill the hole about ¾ full with
soil and then water deeply and water again when
the rose is completely planted.

Prune: Pruning of dead and diseased canes is
always appropriate, but major pruning is best left
until the end of this month or better next month
for our annual pruning. Don't forget that OGR's
and one-time bloomers should be pruned after
they blossom.

Fertilize: Again, wait until after you have
done your annual pruning. It is, however, a good
time to get your soil tested if you have not done
so. You can add any additional lime and or

gypsum to the soil now if required, and work it
into the top ½ to ¾ inch of soil. Or wait until you
prune and add it with the fertilizer.

Spray: It is not too late to apply Horticultural
Oil and/or Lime Sulfur to kill over wintering pests
and diseases, respectively. Application of Lime
Sulfur is especially recommended if you had
blackspot on your roses.

Water: Roses still require adequate moisture
to prevent dehydration. We have been lucky so far
this winter as we have had adequate rainfall, but
watch your rain gauge or weather reports to be
sure you are getting sufficient rainfall this month.
We need to get our roses off to a good start.

Mulch: Unless we get some especially low
temperatures, we can wait until after our annual
pruning to apply mulch to the roses.

Hope you have enjoyed browsing your
favorite rose catalogs.

Wacky Winter Wonderland
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

There is a saying in some parts of the world,
"If you don't like the weather, just wait a minute,
it'll change." And boy, is that ever true of winter
in Gwinnett.

This year, we started off cold (15° in early
December), then spent a month enjoying warm,
spring-like weather (73° in mid-January), and
now it's cold again. The long-term forecast is for
colder, wetter weather than usual for the next
three months. Oh no, does that mean rain, ice, or
snow?

Weather like this makes me crazy. I can't
figure out what to wear or how to plan my
activities. And just think what it does to my
roses! Those old-timey daffodils that usually
bloom in early February were blooming on New
Year's Day. All over the rose garden this week,
glistening under a morning's coating of ice, was
new red growth. Truly, this is hard on roses,
gardens, and gardeners.
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What to do? When it's 70° in January, I know
that it will be getting cold again, so I don't want
my roses to break into full spring growth. But
how to stop them? Well, I could head to the
convenience store, load up on ice, and spread it
around the garden…. but even I'll admit that's not
practical. What else? There's mulch – we all
think of mulch as a tool to keep roses cool in
summer, and protect them from winter freezes,
but spreading mulch when it's cold helps to keep
our roses from breaking out of dormancy. Hmm,
today's high is in the 40s that should be cool
enough. Any mulch is good, but an organic one
will help to feed your roses later, as it decays.

More importantly, knowing that there are cold
days ahead, I don't want to do anything that would
inspire my roses to put out even more new growth
– and that means I don't prune them, not until
the end of February, no matter how warm it
gets! Our standard pruning date (late February to
early March) is based on a lot of history with our
wacky winter weather. It comes about six weeks
before our historic latest freeze date, so that any
new growth stimulated by pruning comes late
enough not to be damaged by a late frost. And
conveniently, it ensures that roses will be coming
along at about the right time for that rose show in
Atlanta, or for a bouquet for Mom, on Mother's
Day weekend. In the 14 years we've paid
attention, the Atlanta show date changed only
once – and that was because a series of late frosts,
after early mild temperatures, damaged roses after
they had been pruned. My most spectacular
winter memory of Atlanta is the year it was 75°
one day in March, and two days later it was 18°
with several inches of snow. Had I pruned in
January, those roses would have been crispy
critters before spring.

Back in December, someone asked me when
my roses would have dropped all their leaves.
Laughingly, I said never! And indeed, last year's
leaves are still hanging onto most rose bushes in
my yard. Know what that means? All the
diseases that left spores, and bugs that left eggs on
those leaves will have a head start next season.

Before I finish pruning, I hope to strip the old
leaves off and remove them from the garden.
Meanwhile, some cool day over the winter I'll try
to spray them with a fungicide and insecticide,
maybe something we don't use year-round. I
choose lime-sulfur in combination with
horticultural oil this time of year (actually, this
year they've already been sprayed) – we can't use
it when it's hot, but any time the temperatures will
stay above freezing overnight should be fine. It's
stinky, but makes up for the fact that I'm not
spraying those remaining leaves all through the
winter, and helps to control scale, too.
Enjoy those occasional warm sunny days, but be
prepared for worse to come!

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

Georgia Home & Garden Show
February 16 – February 18
Gwinnett Center
6400 Sugarloaf Parkway
Duluth, GA 30097

GGRS will be sharing information with the
public. Please consider volunteering. For
more information contact Linda Bohne.

R o s e o f t h e M o n t h
‘Love Potion’: THE TREE ROSE

By Rose Brazeale

The reporter fought her way through the
crowd, repeatedly apologizing for stepping on
people’s toes. She momentarily lost her bag, and
camera crew, in the crowd, but she quickly
retrieved them without loosing her place near the
front of the line.

“Ah, finally!” she said as she managed to get
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to the front. “Ms. Love Potion’! Care to tell the
lovely audience sitting at home about yourself?”

The bloom turned toward the reporter.
“I would love to, madam,” the rose said,

bowing slightly. “Now, where to begin? Ah, I
know. I am known as a tree rose called ‘Love
Potion’. I have been bred in the United States
since 1993 and I’ve been available in greenhouses
since 1994.”

‘Love Potion’ took a moment to sigh
dreamily at the happy memories.

“As you can see, my petals are a mauve color.
I emit a strong, raspberry fragrance that I adore. I
can have 26 to 40 petals, and my blooms flush
throughout the season. In addition to that, I can
grow to be between 35 inches and 4 feet! That’s
90 to 120 centimeters!

“Quite fortunately,” ‘Love Potion’ held her
head high, “I am VERY disease resistant! Like
many roses, however, my caretakers are required
to remove my old canes and my dead or diseased
wood and to prune back canes that cross. In

warmer
climates, I
like it if
they cut
back my
remaining
canes by
about one-
third. In
places with

colder weather, you might have to prune a little
bit more.”

The tree rose took this moment to shiver.
“Brr! Is it getting chilly here?” she asked.
The reporter brought the microphone closer to

the rose.
“Tell us how it feels to be Rose of the Month,

Ms. ‘Love Potion’!” the reporter begged.
‘Love Potion’ took a moment to give an

autograph before turning back to the reporter.
“It feels positively lovely! My friend, ‘Black

Magic’, told me how wonderful it felt to be
chosen. But my nominator, Ms. Brazeale, kept

complaining about the difficulty she had trying to
find the proper information for her article.”

“What kind of trouble did she have?” the
reporter asked.

‘Love Potion’ sighed, “She had no idea how
many sites there were on the Internet promoting
“magic” love potions, spells, and charms. She
found it very frustrating! Also, she said that the
rose growing sites she came across barely had any
information on me. They just had a picture and a
few words describing what I smell like. Can you
believe it? Couldn’t they have said a little more?
I’m sorry her article won’t be very long.”

The reporter turned to the camera.
“And there you have it, the back story on

‘Love Potion’, February’s Rose of the Month!
Now, cut! Let’s get back to the van and edit that
video.”

As a reminder, the months of March and May are
still open for anyone who wishes to volunteer (or be
drafted!)

Deep South District Mid-
Winter Meeting

By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

My husband surprised me this Christmas by
giving me a trip to the DSD Mid-Winter Meeting
in Tallahassee, Florida with a notation on the
application that I would be rooming with my rose
buddies, Linda Bohne and Susan Clingenpeel.
The three of us left Lawrenceville on Friday, the
19th geared up for this hallowed event. The drive
was quick and uneventful with conversation
ranging from book clubs, wedding planning and
growth habits of roses.

We arrived at the hotel, checked in, dropped
off our bags (we needed room in the bed of the
truck for roses) and headed off to Goodwood
Museum and Gardens. This was my first
experience at Goodwood. A number of our
members who attend the DSD MWM have driven
from Lake City, the previous site, to Tallahassee
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after the meeting just to shop these roses. When I
arrived, I could see why. The roses, rooted by
volunteer rosarians, were high quality plants
grown in 2 ½ gallon pots. My only regret was I
didn’t have room in my yard for all the roses I
wanted to bring back. Bill Kerber was there to
assist with the sales as well as help everyone find
their perfect rose. The majority were Old Garden
Roses, some of the cuttings coming from Oline
Reynolds’ garden.

Saturday morning started off with GARS
member, Anita Smith taking a stroll down
memory (or lack thereof) lane with “A Look Back
at 25 Years”. I’m a bit bummed I wasn’t involved
back then, I rather like raw oysters. Our own,
Susan Clingenpeel gave a very informative and
tantalizing presentation on “Miniature/Mini-Flora
Roses” causing Cool Roses to experience a peak
in their sale of certain newly introduced roses
during the break. I’ve already highlighted a few
must haves myself! Susan completed her
presentation with some tasty tidbits on changes in
judging roses.

We were treated to a step back in time in
historic areas of Augusta, Georgia with Dr. Kathy
McKie. She showed us pictures of gardens in old
homes, churches, etc. when they were first
established and how many of them have been
brought back to the same style today. We toured
her yard through photos. I had the privilege of
touring it last fall in person. It was breathtaking,
absolutely breathtaking. Kathy has a small side
business of selling her cut roses for $6.00 a
dozen! She places them in a glass front cooler on
her back porch and people come by and purchase
a dozen or two at a time.

Michael and Gerta Roberts gave us a
presentation of their gardens in England with their
huge rugosas that could consume a fence. Gerta
discussed their amateur hybridizing group and
some of the new roses they had produced. It
brought a realization that not every attempt is a
grand new rose. Some can and will have their
limitations.

Eric Yount once again moderated the “New

Rose Varieties”. There were some “to-die-for”
roses in this bunch! Some that had not been
released didn’t even have a name yet.

Our diner that evening included the
presentation of Bronze Medal Winners. Our own

photo by Susan Clingenpeel

Linda Bohne winning for GGRS and Bobbie Reed
and Don Schwarz winning for GARS. Susan
Clingenpeel was acknowledged with the Master
Rosarians of this year. A rousing auction was
held for a 4-pack of roses with the primary one,
‘Falling in Love’, being one of the new tantalizing
roses discussed that day. Kathy McKie was
determined to have it and talked Susan into going
in with her on the bid. They found themselves
bidding against Karen Radde, so they did a group
bid with her until the bids shot out of their
combined comfort zone. The group of roses went
for $600 with Jim Mills of K & M Nurseries
offering to grow the roses in his greenhouse until
March and ship them free-of-charge to the winner.
After the bidding was complete, Jim walked the
infant rose over to Kathy McKie and shocked us
all by presenting it to her. She was a bit
overwhelmed and concerned about nursing it to a
full-grown bush. It wouldn’t surprise me if she
were singing lullabies to it at night.

We drove back to Lawrenceville the next day.
Linda was driving, Susan was trying to finish her
book and I wasn’t asking more questions of
growth habits of roses. I completed my task of
moving roses around on my diagrams and started
listing each shovel prune, transplant and repot
activity to accommodate the roses I had rooted
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from last falls rose show in Augusta and a few I
had purchased. I must be insane they totaled two
dozen! Don’t tell my husband, he already thinks
I’m a fool for my roses!!!

January Meeting Recap
by Rani von Wurttemberg

On January 9th, our New Year began with our
new 2007 president Linda Bohne taking the
leadership reign from Susan Clingenpeel. Linda
thanked Susan on behalf of GGRS for a job well
done in improving our society and presented her
with a lovely gift. Susan, in her gentle and
dignified manner thanked us for working with her
and wished Linda a successful year in taking over
her new responsibilities. Linda quickly launched
into the business of the evening, asking for input
from all to improve and add to the list of sites
where we publicize our events. Our secretary,
Rani von Wurttemberg should be contacted with
any input. Don Schwartz was acknowledged for
doing an excellent job arranging programs for this
year. Next came the reminder to promptly pay
our membership dues to Kim Borland. A list with
our membership contact information was passed
around for verification or updates. Bill Belknap
will use this information to update our files. It is
time again to place our H.L.Shealy and Chamblee
Rose orders with Bill Belknap. Please remember
to make your checks payable to GGRS. Linda
informed us that we have received a request from
Bogan Park in Buford, GA. They have another
bed they would like for us to take over and plant
roses. The general consensus of the society is to
plant the bed with Earth Kind roses. Our program

Consulting Rosarians Linda Bohne, Susan Clingenpeel, Bobbie
Reed and Nancy Miller sit on the panel of experts

photo by Rani von Wurttemberg

consisted of a panel of experts who answered
questions on choosing, growing, spraying and
many other aspects of our roses.

The gardens that make us happiest flourish
because we have taken the time to make sure
they feed our souls and fill a special place

in our lives. Sometimes you have to think
about what you really want from your

garden ... once the beds are laid out and the
rose bushes planted.
Lindley Karstens

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000,
Shreveport, LA 71130, phone 318-
938-5402. Annual dues are $37 or
$34 for those 65 or older; a three-
year membership is $100. Associate
membership for the spouse of a
regular member is $10. Membership benefits
include the American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and
Rose Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each
for the other three), to help you explore the world
of roses. ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-
winning quarterly publication of the Deep South
District of the ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per
year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address: Jim &
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons
Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org
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GGRS Officers and Rose Help Line
The following GGRS officers and Consulting Rosarians
(CR) are available to assist you with your rose questions.
President: Linda Bohne, CR, 1960 Travers Circle,

Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-822-6933,
Linda.bohne@mindspring.com

Vice-President: Don Schwarz; CR, 3388 Lennox Ct.,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-979-4237,
berdks@mindspring.com

Secretary: Rani Von Wurttemberg, 62 Herbert Hayes
Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 30045, 770-963-2699,
rani@bellsouth.net

Treasurer: Kim Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr.,
Clermont, GA 30527, 770-983-1806,
kim.borland@yahoo.com

Hospitality Coordinator: Diane Snyder, CR, 1028 Gate
Post Lane, Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-
8861, robertsnyder@msn.com

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Miller, CR, 1974 Branches
Way, Lawrenceville, GA 30043, 770-963-6490,
2manyroses@bellsouth.net

Newsletter Distribution: Bill Belknap, 715 Singley Court,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-0467,
wmb1@bellsouth.net

Web Site: http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/m/wmb1/GGRS
While the advice and information in this newsletter is believed to be true
and accurate, neither the authors nor Editor can accept any legal
responsibility for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
GGRS or ARS makes no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein.

Th e Ro se Vi ne
A Publication of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society
Nancy Miller, Editor
1974 Branches Way
Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Karen Radde, Don Schwarz, Kim Borland and Linda Bohne at
the DSD Mid Winter Meeting in Tallahassee, FL

photo by Susan Clingenpeel

Consulting Rosarians
Wallace Beggs 706-754-4369 wabeggs@juno.com
Linda Bohne 770-822-6933 Linda.bohne@mindspring.com
Kim Borland 770-983-1806 kim.borland@yahoo.com
Susan Clingenpeel 770-868-4476 Roses4sjc@adelphia.net
Henry Everett 770-938-3134 dandlioncat@earthlink.net
Edna Griner 706-769-5185 rosedna@charter.net
Marla King 770-271-9992 marlaking@msn.com
Nancy Miller 770-963-6490 2manyroses@bellsouth.net
Karen Radde 706-310-0741 knradde@hughes.net
Bobbie Reed 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Don Schwarz 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Diane Snyder 770-985-8861 robertsnyder@msn.com
Louise Stafford 770-985-6014 roseylou@earthlink.net

The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society, which is affiliated
with the American Rose Society, meets at the Gwinnett
County Justice and Administration Center, 75 Langley
Drive, Lawrenceville, on the first Tuesday of most months.
Membership is open to anyone interested in growing roses.
Annual dues are $15 for one person or $20 for two people at
the same address. Membership benefits include the
newsletter; meetings with informative speakers and
programs; and conversations with some really nice rose-
growing people! Contact any officer for more information,
or come to a meeting.

Renewal: All memberships are now due. If there is an
error in your mailing address, please notify Kim
Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr., Clermont, GA 30527


