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From the President
Hi!

January is a perfect month for looking ahead,
looking back, and some introspection, not
necessarily in that order. Looking back, we had a
wonderful Christmas Party and ornament
exchange (thank you, Mary & Bill Belknap);
we've had great programs (thank you, Kim
Borland); we had a beautiful rose display at the
State Botanical Garden (thank you, Karen Radde
and Julielvarie). And there are the folkswho
made the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society function
day-to-day thislast year. Inadditionto Kim
Borland asVice President, Rosie Tripp has
served as Treasurer and Henry Everett as
Secretary. Nancy Miller has made the Rose Vine
work despite those of us who were too often late
with our articles. Supporting her efforts are those
who distributed the Rose Vine: Kim Borland
took care of printing and distributing the paper
copies while Bill Belknap made sure we had
access to the Rose Vine on the website, also
maintaining and constructing the website, and
managing our bulk orders. Diane Snyder took
great care of hospitality. Thank you all!

Looking forward, | want to thank those folks
who have volunteered to support GGRS in 2010.
All officers, Kim, Rosie, Henry, and |, have
agreed to continue for a second year. Then there
are the specific jobs: Diane will continue with
hospitality, and Bill and Kim will continue
distributing the Rose Vine. Bill will continue
with the operation of website and taking care of
our bulk orders. Linda Bohnewill continue on
the Executive Committee, nudging us ontrack for
2010. Thank you al for your help in 2010.

Sadly, Nancy Miller is stepping down from
her position as Editor of the Rose Vine. Nancy
has been Editor for these last four years and has
done atremendous job. She has been deeply
involved in GGRS and we will miss her as editor.

Coming in to the Editor position isAdolf von

Wrttemberg. Please work with Adolf and help
him when he calls on you.

Also, Rani von Wirttembergiscreating a
new position, Membership Chair. She will greet
visitors and members to make sure they feel
welcome. She will also develop activities for us
to reach out and find new members. When she
callson you, say yes.

To all our members, | say —read the
newsl etter, come to the meetings, volunteer, help
with our special activities, talk to your friends
about roses and encourage them to join us, and
above dl, keep that love of roses alive.

For al of our members, what ties us together is
our love of the Rose We all loveroses! Welove
to grow roses, we love to look at roses, we love to
talk about roses, we love to learn more about
roses and how to grow and display them better;
and we love to socialize with other people who
share our passion for roses. So herewe are, in the
cold, dark days of winter, and what could be nicer
than to contemplate roses and rose catal ogs with
our rose friends? What happened in your garden?
Which rose bushes performed well? Which
didn’t? Which bushesjust look tired or

In Your Rose Vine

Meeting Update Page 2
Dues Are Due! Page 2
Dates to Remember Page 2
January in the Rose Garden Page 2
Bronze Honor Medal Page 3
What an Honor! Page 4
DSD Mid-Winter Meeting Page 4
Countdown to Grits Page 4
A Date in Palm Springs Page 5
Annual GGRS Christmas Party Page 6
H L Shealy and Chamblee's Roses Page 7
GGRS Membership Application Page 8
Rose Resources Page 8
Upcoming Rose Shows and Conventions  Page 8
Officers and Consulting Rosarians Page 9




Thek

January 2010

have |ost their vigor? Which bushes were stingy
with their blooms? Most of us have to remove
some rose bushes before we can plant new roses.
We all know that there are so many beautiful
roses out there that there is no reason to put up
with those that aren’t performing. So, come on,
make those hard decisions. Dig out those roses
that didn’t perform. Pot them up and bring them
to Rose Day for the raffle; maybe they’ll be
wonderful in someone else’ s garden.

My hope for GGRS in 2010 is that it will
continue to be recognized and experienced as the
best place to learn about rosesin the Greater
Gwinnett area, and to be awarm and supporting
place for all of uswho grow roses.

Happy New Y ear!

Don Schwarz, CR

GGRS January Meseting
Tuesday, January 5, 7:00pm

A Look at Weeks Roses

For the January program we welcome back Tom
Seibert, Southeast Regional Sales Manager of
Weeks roses, whowill have new happenings from
Weeks, pictures of new varieties coming out in
2010, and even a sneak peak at some 2011 roses

Please Note: Our January 5th meeting will
be held at Gwinnett Co. Fire Station # 9, 1900
Five Forks Trickum Road, Lawrenceville

Kim Borland

Datesto Remember

January 5—Monthly meeting: A Look at Week’s
Roses with Tom Seibert. At Fire Station #9.

Please see the ARS website www.ars.org for
additional Eventsto Come.

2010 Dues are Due!!!

It's a new year already — time is rushing by.
One of the things to remember is that your 2009
membership in the Greater Gwinnett Rose
Society expired on January 1, 2010.
Memberships must be renewed by February 1 for
your newsletter to continue in 2010. Dues have
not changed in at least 10 years; so, they are a
real bargain. Please send your dues in now,
don’t be late!

Linda Bohne requests we submit a
membership form when we turn in our dues. The
forms can be found on the GGRS website
http://www.gwinnettrose.org. If you have any
questions about your membership, please contact
the GGRS Treasurer, Rosie Tripp, 1220
Taramore Drive, Suwanee, GA 30024, 770-476-
8014, rosietripp@gmail.com

January in the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Looks like we will have more normal winter
weather this year and maybe cooler than normal.
We are still having sufficient rain so watering
should not be a problem. We may, in fact, have
the opposite problem with the rains washing away
or leaching out many of the nutrients plants need.
It would probably be a good time to get a soil test
done. Thereisagood possibility that the garden
will need more lime than normal. If you have
mostly clay soil, you may also want to add
gypsum.

Plant: When planting be sure and add plenty
of humus to the soil to help retain moisture. After
planting top dress with compost, if available, and
then 2-3 inches of a good organic mulch. To
protect the graft union use pine straw. When
planting or transplanting be suretheroseis
dormant. If transplanting, cut the rose to 18 to 24
inches. This reduces the amount of nutrients and
moisture required in the spring as many of the
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rootswill belost. By leaving thislong length it
will alow you to do additional pruningin late
February or preferably March, if needed or
desired.

Prune: Y ou should prune dead, diseased and
crossing canes. Since the roses are going dormant
due to the freezing weather, once dormant you
should prune large roses which will blow in the
winter winds; consider trimming about athird of
it or to about chest high. In any case be sure any
extralong canes are pruned especialy if they are
subject to winter winds.

Fertilize: Do not fertilize now, but it isan
excellent time to have our soil tested. Obtain
several soil samplesor have individual beds
analyzed. Specify it isfor rosesor whatever is
predominant in the bed and they will make
recommendations based on your needs. Now is an
excellent time to apply lime, if required, asit
takes afew months for it to leach down to the
roots. If your soil ishighin clay, you should also
add gypsum, | use about a cup per rose. If you
can, work these amendments into the top inch or
so of soil. Do this before you apply your mulch
for the winter to save the trouble of removing the
mulch.

Spray: Thisisagood time to spray Lime
Sulfur and/or Horticultural Oil to kill
overwintering diseases and bugs. Be sureit will
have time to dry before freezing weather arrives.
Lime Sulfur tendsto clog a sprayer, so rinse it
very well. | like to put in clean water and then
spray for at least a couple of minutes to clean out
any residual chemicals. As alwaysfollow the
manufacturer'sinstructions and wear the proper
clothing for spraying.

Water: Roses still require moisture to prevent
dehydration. Hopefully, we will continue to
receive sufficient rain. To conserve the moisture
be sure and mulch well. If you can, don't forget to
water your newly planted roses at least every
couple of weeks unless we get rain. Their root
system isonly starting to develop.

Mulch: Mulch helps to keep the rose dormant
alittle longer in the Spring so it is best applied
after the weather has been cold. We should

receive afew more days with freezing
temperatures soon, and then we can apply a good
layer of organic mulch (2-4 inches) to help the
roses overwinter. Although it is better to remove
the old mulch and rose debris, it is not required
before applying the new mulch for winter.
However, | would remove as much rose debris as
you can to remove insects and disease. Also,
when you mulch, consider covering the bud union
and/or lower canes to a depth of several inches.
Use aloose mulch such as pine straw to allow
some air flow. The air flow helps prevent disease.
If you do not cover the bud union with mulch, you
may want to have mulch ready in case we get
really cold weather (in the mid teens or lower)
later. Thisis especially true for grafted roses to
protect the bud union and in the late winter
months when it starts to warm up and we get
freezing weather after the rose has put on new
growth.

Bronze Honor Medal

By Don Schwarz, Consulting Rosarian

Each year local rose societies are permitted to
recognize one special member or couple with the
American Rose Society Bronze Honor Medal.
These valuable members are the ones who keep
the rose society functioning from day to day, who
acceptsjobs, especially those others don't
volunteer for, and who serve as mentors and
friends to al rose lovers. The Bronze Honor
Medal is not awarded at the end of a career, but to
those who are continuing their deep involvement
in the local rose society. Previoudly, we've
awarded this medal to L ouise Stafford, Bobbie
Reed, Mary Coleman, Bill Belknap, Diane
Snyder, Susan Clingenpeel, Linda Bohne, and
Don Schwarz.

The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society awarded
the 2009 Bronze Honor Medal to Nancy Miller.
The medal can be awarded only once, so the
selection process begins in lae summer; this year
it was an easy choice. Beyond her smiling face,
ready laugh, and trademark yellow roses, we
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know that she has
served as a
Consulting
Rosarian, an
Officer, on the
Nominating
Committee, as

= Rose Show Chair,
. and most notably
for the last four
years as our
Newsletter Editor.
We find her participating in all our events,
pitching in, being ateam player, sharing
knowledge, and encouraging others. What would
we do without her? Congratulations, Nancy!

What an Honor!!!

By Nancy Miller, Consulting Rosarian

My head is still regling. | am still wowing at
the fact that | was honored by my society, adarn
good society at that, with the Bronze Honor
Medal! | alwayslooked at this award as one
which was given to someone who contributed
extraordinarily to their society. | look at the
medal and plaque and think “Did | do that?”

I'll haveto say if | did, | certainly had a great
time doing it! It has been and | know it will
continue to be for me a great joy to work with my
“rose family”.

Thank you everyone. | am humbled and
honored that you felt | deserved such an awesome
award.

DSD Mid-Winter Meeting

The Deep South District Mid-Winter meeting
iscoming up on January 15-17. Thisisameeting
where you can learn a great deal about roses and
build friendships with other rose enthusiasts.
Friday afternoon will provide arose arrangements
workshop. All day Saturday there will be
presentations on various aspects of rose growing.
Sunday morning there will be a Consulting

Rosarians school, which is geared both to the
person who wants to become a CR and the one
who just wantsto learn more about roses. If you
are auditing the course, thereisno test; it is
reserved for folks who want to become Consulting
Rosarians. All CRs must audit the course once
every four yearsto maintain their accreditation.
For more information, look at page 9 of the
December 2009 Rose Vine.

Countdown To GRITS
Great Roses In The South

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

Yes, thetimeisdrawing near. Inonly 10
months, October 7-11, 2010, rose lovers will be
arriving from around the country to enjoy our
specia Southern hospitality and roses at the
Marietta Conference Center/Hilton Hotel for the
2010 Fall American Rose Society Rose Show and
Convention. Areyou ready for this?

The GRITS organizing committee has been
working on the convention for a couple of years.
We'retrying to put the finishing touches on our
plans now. The convention will include lots of
different activities. There will be speakers on the
latest roses, and speakers on shrubs and easy-care
and older roses. Therewill be afabulousrose
show on Saturday, October 9, and vendors from
near and far. There will be garden tours, and
sightseeing tours around Atlanta. There will bea
specia one-day workshop on modern
arrangements. There will be parties and an
awards banqguet, and most of al, therewill be
many opportunities to meet, share experiences,
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and build friendships with rosarians from all
across the country and beyond.

Needless to say, thiswill take many
volunteers. We'll need folks to help with
registration, with all aspects of the rose show,
with planning the parties, with shepherding our
guests on the bus tours, with hospitality. We need
folks at the convention, and folks to help before.
Please be sure to reserve some time on your
calendar to help with the convention!

A Date In Palm Springs

By Bobbie Reed, Master Rosarian

Twice ayear, rose-lovers of
the American Rose Society come
together for fellowship, learning,
and to admire some dynamite
roses. Thisfall, the gathering
wasin Palm Springs, CA.
GGRS & NGRS were well
represented, with Susan
Clingenpeel, Karen Radde, and
Bobbie Reed & Don Schwarz,
among the 457 attendees.

So what did we do? First we
set up our GRITS (Fall 2010 Convention) display
and started talking to everyone about why they
should come to Atlanta next October.

Much of the convention was devoted to
seminars, on arranging with dried roses, on
modern hybrid musks from Lens Rosesin
Belgium, beneficial insects, polyanthas old and
new, roses hybridized by J. Benjamin Williams,
organic rose growing, new exhibition roses, and
the most floriferousroses. Two of the programs
even gave CR credits, hooray.

| was able to assist as ajudge at the show,
while Susan helped to oversee the horticulture
judging. We saw some great roses there. One of
the pleasures for me was that one of my clerks,
relatively new to the world of exhibiting, won
King of the Show. She was so excited!
Meanwhile, Don was sitting in a corner observing
the whole process, taking notes for GRITS.

Festivitiesincluded a“Come As A Rose”

Party. 1"d sworn | wouldn’t dress up again, but it
was such a good way to get peoples’ attention to
talk about GRITS.... Don went as‘Don Juan,’
and | was the elusive Blue Rose [ photo below, with
Clarence & Karen Prevatt as ‘Whiskey Mac]].

The ARS general membership meeting was
our chance to catch up with Board decisions.
New show certificates wereannounced. National
trophies will no longer travel from show to show,
but will be permanently housed in Shreveport.
Membership and finances have stabilized
(hooray!) after adifficult period. Shreveport staff
were among those contributing their share, with
voluntary furlough days and pay freezes. Roses
In Review winners were announced, with the
Northern California, Nevada & Hawaii District
having most reports, and the Central District
having the highest ratio of reportsto members.
The Website contest winners were announced,
including Santa Clarita Valley RS (CA),
California Coastal RS, and the Los Angeles Rose
Society. District website winners were Colonial,
Tenarky, and Pacific Southwest Districts.

The garden tours taught us, once again, how
different rose growing can be. With only aninch
of rain al year (and lots of water pumped in), we
saw a series of small jewelsin the desert. Some
rose varieties I’ d never appreciated before |ooked
really good here! Later, we were blown away
(literally) inavalley 3000 higher, and alot
cooler; the roses were sparser, but the garden art
was asight to behold! Folks around Palm Springs
arereally fond of polyantha roses, so we saw
many more of these than ever before, including
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complete collections of Snow White and all seven
dwarves.

Now that’s
vard art!

The Awards Banquet featured the installation
of new ARS officers, including our new District
Director, Karen Prevatt, and our new Regional
Director, Ed Griffith[see photos below — each is second from
lef. Other awards included two to roses, the

Members
Choice
award to
Julia
Child and
the

Fuerstenburg award to ‘Veteran’s Honor.” People
were honored aswell: John & Donna Hefner
received the Blake Hedrick award (for rose
exhibitors); Bob Martin and Andrew Plasz
received the Klima award (for rose education).
Jack Walters, a 60-year ARS member, received
the ARS Gold Medal.

Finally, Karen Radde and | attended the
Ikebana workshop for two days following the
main convention. | know | don’t know much
about Oriental arranging, but | never knew just
how much | didn’t know. My head is still
swimming!

The Annual GGRS
Christmas Party

By Henry Everett, Consulting Rosarian

Jesse and | arrived at the Christmas party just
afew minutes late and found the festivities were

well under way. Inspite of the cold, Ed was
having awalk around the Belknap’s yard to see
the results of Bill’s masterful gardening. Inside,
Mary was busy in the kitchen with all the last

Fo

minute tasks; heating a casserole, putting the rolls
in abasket, looking for her diet coke (where did |
put it down.) | squeezed over by the appetizer
table to get ataste of aMexican dip and cheese
and crackers. Sonya, was that really eggplant?
Nearby, Adolph and Ivey were talking
computers. | learned so much. Did you know
Word can translate your document into fifty
languages, even Sanskrit? | wonder if it can
put it in iambic pentameter. Probably.
Dianne and | sat in the living room for
awhile and enjoyed the family ornaments on
the tree. Louis was glad to give up acold day of
golf for awarm kitchen full of food. We watched
Bill cut up the ham and arrange it on the serving
platter. Next year’s National was already atopic
of discussion with Al and Sara. Beverly told me
how much she has enjoyed living at the Del Webb
community for seniors. (Now there is a good
meeting topic, “How to Transition to Retirement
Living with Roses”)

Mary announced dinner was ready; Louis led
usin ablessing and Karen handed out plates.
There were so many good dishes | could not try
them all. | had to leave room for dessert. But, |
enjoyed the salads, dressing, potatoes, asparagus,
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ham and rolls. Over dinner | learned Louise and
Bill are on their way to Quebec and looking
forward to snow, while Nancy, John and Danielle
are heading to OhIO and hoping for no snow. |
! hurried
back
tothe

dessert
table

miss
out on Kim’s coconut cake with icing so beautiful
it looked like snow. There were so many good
dessertsthat | |
had to hold on L
to my
Weightwatcher
guidelines.

Diane
caled usto
gather around
the treeand
begin the
Chinese gift game. We were all so well behaved,
enjoying the beautiful ornaments, until Rosie took
arose from Maddie, then Bobbie claimed Rosie's
ornament. Well, then Rani Rose decided the
triplets had to haveit, and it switched placesso
many more times | don’'t know who went home
with it. Who ended up with the crocheted sugar
and creamer, the hand painted Koalafrom Dianne,
the little birdhouse with roses, the curious Santa,
the blown glass? Bobbie, how does the shark ook
on the rose theme tree?

After the gifts, Don thanked his fellow
officersfor ayear of service. He presented Nancy
Miller with the Bronze Medal to honor her work
as editor and her commitment to stay involved
with society activities. We all thanked Mary and
Bill for letting us share the comfort of their home
for our Christmas party.

Note: See website for more delightful pictures of the
Party.

H L Shealy and
Chamblee’s Roses

Bill Belknap is working on putting together
ordersfrom H. L. Shealy and Chamblee' s Roses.
Be thinking about what you might need for the
upcoming rose season. We get great pricing from
both companies and high quality products and
roses.

Some of the prices at Shealy decreased
including Purely Organic, while others increased.
Once Bill hasafinal price list, he will distribute
it. You will receiveboth an excel spreadsheet
version and a pdf version for printing. The plan
will be to place our order next month for delivery
at our February 2 meeting.

To our new members We purchase fertilizer
(Purely Organic), soil amendments and chemicals
from Jim Young owner of H. L. Shealy in
Gilbert, SC. We do this now only once per year.
Jim offers excellent productsat good prices often
for less money. Jim developed his fertilizer,
Purely Organic, based on a product called Mills

! Magic, but at considerable savings. Many of our

members use it and asits nameimpliesitis
organic. It will not burn your plants and can be
used on annuals, perennias, shrubs and even
trees. | useit in my vegetable garden too. It is now
the only fertilizer | use becauseit not only
provides nutrients to the plant, but it is organic
and improves the soil.

Bill will make up the list of roses by going
into Chamblee's order system to verify availability
rather than just distributing their availability list
from their website. He will place the orders when
he can put together an order of 12 with the first
pass probably being an order of 24. Thiswill help
assure availability as roses will be dropped from
the list as Chamblee sells them. The planisto
have the roses shipped in time for Rose Day in
March. Thelist will be distributed by the first
week in January. Y ou are most welcome to ook
over thelist of roses though on their website -
http://www.chambl eeroses.com/
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Courage is not the towering oak that sees
storms come and go;
it is the fragile blossom that opens in the
snow.
Alice M. Swaim

Greater Gwinnett Rose Society

2009 Membership Form
Due January 1° of each year

Name(s):

Address:

City: Zip:
Phone: (H) (W/IC)
E-mail:

GGRS M embership Dues Categories:
$20.00 Per Household:
$15.00 Single M ember ship:

| would prefer toreceivethefull-color Society
newsletter by E-mail, OR | would prefer
to receivethe black & white newsletter by

U.S. Mail

M ake checks payableto: “GGRS’ and mail to:
Rosie Tripp, Treasurer
1220 Taramore Drive
Suwanee, GA 30024

GGRS Website: http://www.gwinnettr ose.org

Additional Rose Resources

American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+), $59
Senior Joint, $10 Y outh and a three-year
membership is $140 Individual. Membership
benefitsinclude the bimonthly American Rose
Magazine the American Rose Annual, and the
Handbook for Selecting Roses.

The American Rose Society also publishesfour
specidty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors Forum,
OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini/Mini-Flora Rose Bulletin,
and Rose Arranger's Bulletin, available free to members
on the ARS website to help you explore the world of
roses. ARS Website: www.ars.org

TheDSD Bulletin isthe quarterly publication of the
Deep South District of the ARS. E-mail subscriptions
are $10 per year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address:
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons sland,
GA 31522-1420.

DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org

Upcoming Rose Shows and Conventions

Jan 15-17, 2010—DSD Mid-Winter Meeting, L ake City,
FL. Ralph and Jean Stream, 352-591-4474,
stream@gmail.com

April 27-May 2, 2010—Spring National Convention,
Shreveport, LA. Mary Walker, 318-965-4153,
marycookwalker@bellsouth.net

Aug 20-22, 2010—National Miniature Conference and
Rose Show. Diane Sommers, 262-781-7989,
dsrosenut@wi.rr.com

Oct 7-11, 2010—Fall National Convention and Rose
Show, Marietta, GA. Bobbie Reed, 770-979-4237,
berdks@mindspring.com

Please see the ARS website www.ars.org for additional
Events To Come.




