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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

It's nice to have a group like the Greater Gwinnett
Rose Society to call my friends. We're all different –
some are older, some are younger. Some have more
roses; some have fewer. Some have more time,
money, space, or sun to devote to their rose gardens,
and others have less. But we all love roses! We love
to grow roses, we love to look at
roses, we love to talk about roses, we
love to learn more about roses and
how to grow and display them better,
and we love to socialize with other
people who share our passion for
roses. So here we are, in the cold,
dark days of winter, and what could
be nicer than to contemplate roses and
our rose friends?

We especially remember those
who've done so much to keep
Gwinnett going through the past two
years. Our special thanks go to Linda
Bohne for all her efforts as our leader in 2007 and
2008. Thanks also go to Kim Borland for her work as
treasurer, and to Rosie Tripp for serving as secretary.
Thanks go to those who have done the special jobs:
Nancy Miller, who has edited and run the newsletter;
Nancy Miller and Kim Borland, who co-chaired the
rose show; Bill Belknap, who kept the website
running and for electronic distribution of the
newsletter; Kim Borland for printing and distributing
the paper newsletter; and Diane Snyder, who covered
hospitality so well. In addition, I'd like to thank the
Consulting Rosarians, whose advice and willingness to
volunteer help us all to better our own gardens, and to
reach out to new people at educational programs
throughout the year.

I am so happy to welcome those who have
volunteered to take on jobs in 2009: Kim Borland,
who will be our vice president and in charge of
programs; Rosie Tripp, who will be our treasurer; and
Henry Everett, who will be our secretary. I also
happily welcome the folks who are continuing: Nancy
Miller as editor of The Rose Vine; Bill Belknap and

Kim Borland who will get the newsletter distributed
each month; and Diane Snyder with hospitality for
our meetings. Bill Belknap will continue to master
the website. Thank you all for your help.

To all our other members, I say – read the
newsletter, come to the meetings, volunteer, help with
our special activities, talk to your friends about roses
and encourage them to join us, and above all, keep that
love of roses alive.

Special thanks go to Susan Clingenpeel and
Bruce and Madison
LeRoy for hosting our
Christmas Party. The
fellowship and food were
wonderful. Plus, the
ornament exchange was a
lot of fun again this year.

I am deeply grateful
to the Society to receive
the Bronze Medal. I am
honored to join the ranks
of those who have
received the medal
previously.

If you have never attended a meeting or have not
been in a while, then you should come to our meeting
on January 6. Not only will we have a great program
with Dr. Bruce Gillett, we'll also have a special raffle.
Everyone who will have paid his or her 2009 dues by
the time of the raffle is eligible. Linda Bohne has
been working on special prizes. So please pay your
dues and get a chance on the raffle items.
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The Deep South District mid-winter meeting is
coming up on January 16-18. This is a meeting where
you can learn a great deal about roses and build
friendships with other rose enthusiasts. Friday
afternoon will offer a rose arrangements workshop and
a photography workshop. All day Saturday there will
be presentations on various aspects of rose growing.
Sunday morning there will be a Consulting Rosarians
workshop, which is geared toward the person who
wants to become a CR or who just wants to learn more
about roses. If you are auditing the course, there is no
test; it is reserved for folks who want to become
Consulting Rosarians.

Do you have some ideas of what you want to do
in your garden for 2009? Which roses do you want to
move or replace? If you haven't, now is the time.
Pretty soon it will be time to order and purchase new
roses. If you're planning on moving some roses, you
want to do that while they remain dormant. Now is a
great time for that!

My hope for GGRS in 2009 is that it will
continue to be recognized and experienced as the best
place to learn about roses in the Greater Gwinnett area,
and to be a warm and supporting place for all of us
who grow roses.

Happy New Year!

Don Schwarz, CR

GGRS January Meeting
Tuesday, January 6th, 7:00pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room C

Rose Related Medical Topics
Join us to hear Dr. Bruce Gillett talk about rose-related
medical topics. This will include tetanus, other
diseases, poison ivy, tics, mosquitoes, heat & cold,
joints & muscles, skin cancer, and spray safety. Dr.
Gillett is a neurologist who developed an interest in
rose culture when he lived in England in the
1960’s. Dr. Gillett is a Consulting Rosarian and is a
member of the Greater Atlanta Rose Society. He is
also a Master Gardener and a member of Georgia
Adopt-A-Stream, Georgia Native Plant Society,
National Wildlife Federation, and Atlanta Audubon
Society. Dr. Gillett is also active with the Smith-

Gilbert Arboretum. Be sure to join us for this
interesting meeting.

Dates to Remember
January 1—Dues are due. Memberships expire when

the year expires.
January 6—GGRS monthly meeting at GJAC. Dr.

Bruce Gillett-Rose Related Medical Topics
January 16-18—DSD Midwinter meeting, Tallahassee,

FL, contact Debbie Coolidge,
geoffcoolidge@comcast.net , 561-861-2421

March 7—GGRS Rose Day at Bogan Park, Buford,
9:00am

January In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Winter finally arrived this past month, but
unfortunately, the weather continues to vary widely
with highs at or near 70 degrees. The warm days
present a serious problem since the rose could begin to
assume that it is spring. Fortunately, we have had
welcome rains and we hope this trend continues.
Winter is an excellent time to add to or make changes
in our garden. There is also plenty of time to add
required lime and/or gypsum.

Plant: When planting be sure and add plenty of
humus to the soil to help retain moisture. After
planting top dress with compost, if available, and then
2-3 inches of a good organic mulch. I recommend a
wood based mulch. To protect the graft union use pine
straw. When planting or transplanting be sure the rose
is dormant. If transplanting, cut the rose to 18 to 24
inches. This reduces the amount of nutrients and
moisture required in the spring, as many of the roots
will be lost. By leaving this long length it will allow
you to do additional pruning in late February or
preferably March, if needed or desired.

Prune: You should prune dead, diseased and
crossing canes. Since the roses are going dormant due
to the freezing weather, you should prune large roses
which will blow in our winter winds; consider
trimming about a third of it or to about chest high. In
any case be sure any extra long canes are pruned if
they are subject to winter winds.
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Fertilize: Do not fertilize now, but it is an
excellent time to have our soil tested. Obtain several
soil samples or have individual beds analyzed. Specify
it is for roses or whatever is predominant in the bed
and they will make recommendations based on your
needs. Now is an excellent time to apply lime, if
required, as it takes a few months for it to leach down
to the roots. If your soil is high in clay, you should
also add gypsum, I use about a cup per rose. If you
can, work these amendments into the top inch or so of
soil. Do this before you apply your mulch for the
winter to save the trouble of removing it.

Spray: We can do our annual spraying of Lime
Sulfur and/or Horticultural Oil to kill over wintering
diseases and bugs. Be sure it will have time to dry
before freezing weather arrives. Lime Sulfur tends to
clog a sprayer so rinse it very well. I like to put in
clean water and then spray for at least a couple of
minutes to clean out any residual chemicals. As always
follow the manufacturer's instructions and wear the
proper clothing for spraying.

Water: Roses still require moisture to prevent
dehydration. Hopefully, we will receive sufficient rain.
To conserve the moisture be sure and mulch well. If
you can, don't forget to water your newly planted roses
at least every couple of weeks unless we get rain as
their root system is only starting to develop.

Mulch: With the watering restrictions this is the
most important thing we can do to help our roses
survive the winter months. Mulch also helps to keep
the rose dormant a little longer in the spring. Since we
have had several days with freezing temperatures, we
can now apply a good layer of organic mulch (2-4
inches) to help the roses over winter. Although it is
better to remove the old mulch and rose debris, it is
not required before applying the new mulch for winter.
Also, when you mulch, consider covering the bud
union and/or lower canes to a depth of several inches.
Use a loose mulch such as pine straw to allow some
airflow. The airflow helps prevent disease. If you do
not cover the bud union with mulch, you may want to
have mulch ready in case we get really cold weather
(in the mid teens or lower) later. This is especially true
for grafted roses to protect the bud union and in the
late winter months when it starts to warm up and we
get freezing weather after the rose has put one new
growth.

Dues Are Due!
As we look forward to the beginning of a new

year, it's time for everyone to remember that dues for
2009 are due in January. Dues are $15 for one
person, or $20 for two or more persons at the same
address. Elevated dues levels are always welcome.
If you have any questions about your membership,
please contact the GGRS Treasurer, Rosie Tripp,
1220 Taramore Drive, Suwanee, GA 30024, 770-476-
8014, aroseinga@charter.net

Bronze Medal Award
by Linda Bohne, Consulting Rosarian

Besides all the good food, fellowship and having
fun during the ornament exchange at our annual
Christmas party, the ARS Bronze Medal Award was
presented to Don Schwarz. The Bronze Medal Award
program was established by the American Rose
Society as a way for local rose societies to recognize
and honor those outstanding members who help make
the local rose society successful. ARS recommends

that local
societies
consider this
award for
valuable
members
who have
gone above
and beyond
the call of
duty, who
volunteer to
do the jobs
others don’t
volunteer
for, and who
help to keep

Outgoing President, Linda Bohne
presenting The Bronze Medal Award
to Incoming President Don Schwarz



TheRo seVi ne
January 2009 4

the society going. This is an honor we give to
someone who has provided exemplary service to our
society year after year.

Don has been very active since joining the Society
several years ago. He is a Consulting Rosarian and is
always willing to help both individual rose growers as
well as our society. He has served in many positions,
the most recent being the Treasurer and Vice-President
of GGRS. He will be our new President beginning in
January 2009. Don has helped with most of our
activities including our annual Rose Day, rose shows
and programs at local nurseries. He always has a kind
word to say to a member or to a guest attending the
meetings or an event. We sincerely appreciate Don’s
contributions to GGRS.

Congratulations, Don!

NEWS FLASH

The AARS website, www.rose.org, has had a
makeover. They have restructured the site’s
navigation and refreshed the content to make all
of the tips and tricks, facts and features on roses
easy to access. For example, you’ll find relevant
information for the season and your roses here:
Regional growing tips and rose recommendations
plus How to prepare roses for winter

Check it out!

A Message From Your New
Vice President

As the newly elected Vice President for GGRS,
I'm looking forward to the challenge of bringing some
really new and informative programs to our monthly
meetings. Some of the topics I have in mind are;
Nuisance Wild Life Control, Raised Bed Preparation ,
& of course, nearing show time we'll have a demo on
Rose Prep.

If anybody has anything on their mind, questions,
ideas, problems, whatever, please share it with me, I'll
research it and do my best to create a program about
it! Keep in mind, there are no stupid questions, most
likely someone else sitting near you has the same
question.

I'm always available, (number's & e-mail listed

below).
Also with our esteemed Presidents permission, I've

implemented an incentive for larger turnout at our
monthly meetings. As you arrive be sure to see me to
get a ticket for a door prize to be drawn at the end of
each meeting.

To quote our distinguished Newsletter Editor, this
is "Your Society".

My goal as 2009 Vice President is to have a more
active membership.

If you've never shown your roses before, make this
your debut year. If you've missed the previous
Summer Picnic's, you have my personal invitation to
load up the kids & spouse and head for the hills come
July, we have a great time!

kim.borland@yahoo.com
home 770-983-1806 Kim Borland,
cell 678-617-8741 Consulting Rosarian

I Hereby
Resolve….
By Bobbie Reed,
Master Rosarian

I've never been big on New Year's resolutions,
mostly because I know myself better than to believe
that anything would ever come of them. But for the
sake of my garden and my fellow Rosarians, this year
I'll try.

First, with considerable urging from Don, I will
not buy another rose except to replace a rose that is
under performing or has died. One in, one out. Yeah,
right!

I will not hold on to sub par roses. To stay in our
garden, a rose should make my heart sing, and frankly,
we still have roses that I don't ever remember seeing in
bloom! We will put the stragglers up for adoption or
shovel-prune them. Maybe those roses will do better
in your garden, or maybe they just aren't meant to be
grown in this part of the world.

I will not forget my roses over the winter this year.
On those occasional warm days in January, I'll
remember to spray lime-sulfur, to check the pH of all
those rose pots, and get a jump start on spring rose
care.

I will not start pruning too early (before mid-
February) or too late (after mid-March). I'll keep an
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eye on my neighbor's forsythia bush to see when it's
time to start, and then I'll keep at it diligently until I've
pruned every bush, before the end of March! I think
it's been at least three years since they've all been
pruned, and too often I'm cutting off buds while I
prune. Not this year!

I will protect myself during pruning. I'll wear my
leather gloves, a denim jacket and pants, my wrist
braces, and a hat every time I go out there. I'm tired of
looking like I've been in a catfight during pruning
season.

I will spray regularly, starting before April this
year, and keep at it every two weeks (well, at least
when I'm in town) through October. I even pledge to
spray more often during peak disease periods. And I'll
protect myself with long sleeves, long pants, a hat, real
shoes, a respirator, and goggles, every time.

I will "encourage" Don to feed all our roses in a
timely manner. This will probably be another good
year for 9-month Osmocote, two or three applications
of Purely Organic, and liquid fertilizer whenever I
spray.

I will water legally and often. Someday the rains
will come back! Meanwhile, I'll be sure to manage
feeding and spraying around our occasional rains and
watering schedules.

I will share our roses with others – with friends,
family, neighbors, and with the local library, and by
taking blooms to rose shows.

I will make it to every rose meeting I can and will
participate in all our rose society activities. It's good
to have friends and fellow rose addicts to share my
passion with, and besides, I learn something new every
time I go.

I will be sure to talk about roses and rose societies
with folks at nurseries, on-line, and with the visitors
and new members at rose meetings. There are so
many new enthusiasts who don't yet know they are,
and they need to be encouraged and inspired, too.

I will pay my dues on time (to the local society
and to ARS), read the newsletter and magazine every
month, and learn more about enjoying my roses.

I will put aside time to enjoy my rose garden, not
just to work there. Quiet time in the garden with the
roses will remind me why I challenge myself with the
work it can take to grow them.

Here's hoping I can keep these resolutions!

Linda Bohne
received a
quilted rose
by Bobbie
Reed at the
Christmas
Party for her
wonderful
service as
GGRS
President for
the past two
years

Gardens and flowers have a way of
bringing people together,

drawing them from their homes.
- Clare Ansberry,

The Women of Troy Hill

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000, Shreveport,
LA 71130, phone 318-938-5402. Annual dues are $49
Individual, $62 Joint, $46 Senior (65+),
$59 Senior Joint, $10 Youth and a three-
year membership is $140 Individual.
Membership benefits include the
American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and Rose
Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each for the
other three), to help you explore the world of roses.
ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-winning
quarterly publication of the Deep South District of the
ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per year, or $25 for 3
years. Mailing address: Jim & Kay Harrell, 121
Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org




