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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

I hope everyone enjoyed the holidays. The
Christmas party hosted by Susan Clingenpeel and her
husband Bruce and daughter, Madison was lovely.
We had a wonderful turnout and the food was

delicious.
Thanks to our
hosts and to
everyone who
brought food.
As anticipated,
the ornament
exchange was a
lot of fun. The
highlight of the
evening was

Even the youngest exchanged and got exchanged
upon (That would be Nancy & Don’s doing!)

honoring Susan Clingenpeel with this year’s Bronze
Medal Award. Susan is very supportive in helping
fellow rosarians to get involved in various rose society
activities and provides guidance wherever she can to
help rosarians identify or grow better roses. Thank
you, Susan, for all your support.

GGRS accomplished a lot in 2007: Bill Belknap
updated our society web site and address. We
provided speakers at Home Depot (Hamilton Mill),
Get Up & Go Seniors (Lawrenceville), and garden
clubs (Rockdale, Cherokee). We staffed a table to
educate the public about roses at the Garden and Home
Show at the Gwinnett Center. We staged another
successful Rose Day at Bogan Park. We created a
Membership Directory, which was distributed to
members attending meetings. We can be pleased with
what our society and its members have achieved this
past year.

The holidays always seem to pass quickly; before
we know it spring will be here. Take some time to
reflect on how your garden performed this past year
and decide what adjustments should be made. Look
through the nursery catalogs; placing your spring roses
orders early will give you a better guarantee of getting
the roses you want. We will discuss the possibility of

organizing a rose order for this spring if members are
interested. I would imagine a lot will depend on the
drought. So you will have more time to enjoy the
roses, look for ways to simplify your routine.

I look forward to attending the Deep South Mid-
Winter meeting, which is being hosted by the Tampa
Rose Society, January 18-20 in Valdosta, GA. Please
consider going if you have not attended this event
before. It is always an enjoyable time, extremely
informative and you will know new rose friends when
you leave. Go to www.tamparosesociety.org and click
on “2008 DSD Mid-Winter Meeting” for more
information.

Start the New Year right and attend our first
meeting of 2008 on Tuesday, January 8. Don
Schwarz has been doing a wonderful job as our
program coordinator. You won’t want to miss any
meetings this year. Remember 2008 membership dues
are due in January.

I would like to thank the officers and committee
members who have agreed to serve in 2008. The
Executive Committee will be meeting on Saturday,
January 5, to talk about the direction of the society. If
there are questions or suggestions, please feel free to
send an email to the executive committee (Linda
Bohne, Don Schwarz, Rosie Tripp, Kim Borland,
Susan Clingenpeel) or call us.

Whatever Mother Nature has in store for us this
year, let’s enjoy the growing season to the fullest.

Linda Bohne, CR
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GGRS January Meeting
Tuesday, January 8th, 7:00pm

Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center
Conference Room A

Managing our Gardens

Don't forget, our meeting date for January has
changed. Instead of the first Tuesday, we'll be
meeting on the second Tuesday, January 8. We'll
also be in conference room A, instead of C, at
GJAC.

For our January meeting, let's start the year off
right by learning how to manage our gardens in this
continuing drought. We'll have a Master Gardener
speak with us about legal sources of water,
xeriscaping, mulching, and other creative ways to
grow roses under difficult conditions.

Later in the month, on January 18-20, the Deep
South District Mid-Winter Meeting will be held in
Valdosta, GA. Activities will include an
arrangements workshop on Friday, speakers on
Saturday including Steve Jones, ARS president, and
a Consulting Rosarian school on Sunday, hosted by
our own Henry Everett. Throughout the weekend,
there will be vendors with some of the latest roses,
and many opportunities to make and renew rose
friendships.

Don Schwarz, CR

Dates to Remember
Jan 1—2008 GGRS Membership Dues are DUE
Jan 5—Executive Committee Meeting, 10:00 am at

Linda Bohne’s home
Jan 8—GGRS Monthly Meeting “Managing Our

Gardens”
Jan 18-20—Deep South District Mid-Winter Meeting

in Valdosta, GA Contact Allen Whitcomb,
352-799-0789 or awhitcomb@earthlink.net

February 5—GGRS monthly meeting. Pruning the
English Way.

Feb 23—GGRS Rose Day at Bogan Park, Buford, GA

January Hospitality
Susan Clingenpeel will provide this month’s

refreshments. Remember, you need only bring the
food. Diane Snyder will provide drinks, ice, plates,
cups, forks, spoons, etc.

If you signed up for refreshments this year, look
for your name here each month as a reminder.

Dues Are Due!
As we look forward to the beginning of a new

year, it's time for everyone to remember that dues for
2008 are due in January. Dues are $15 for one
person, or $20 for two or more persons at the same
address. Elevated dues levels are always welcome.

If you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer, Kim
Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr., Clermont, GA,
770-983-3609, Kim.borland@med.va.gov.

January In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Winter finally arrived this past couple of days
with freezing temperatures in the 20's. – Time to think
about our garden and plans for the coming year. We
also had a little rain and with some luck we will get
more with the cooler weather. Now is the best time to
add to or make changes in our garden. There is also
plenty of time to add required lime and/or gypsum.

Plant: Collect the rain and gray water for
watering any new plants you want to add to the
garden. Be sure and add plenty of humus to the soil to
help retain moisture. After planting, top dress with
compost if available, and then a good organic mulch. I
recommend a wood based mulch. To protect the graft
union use pine straw. Be sure the rose is dormant.
Because of the watering restrictions, I would only
plant potted plants, as bare root plants will require
much more water. If transplanting, cut the rose to 18 to
24 inches. This reduces the amount of nutrients and
moisture required in the spring, as many of the roots
will be lost.
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Prune: You can still prune dead canes. Since the
roses are going dormant due to the freezing weather,
you can prune large roses which will blow in our
winter winds. Consider trimming about a third of it or
to about chest high. In any case be sure any extra long
canes are pruned if they are subject to winter winds.

Fertilize: Do not fertilize now, but it is an
excellent time to have our soil tested. Obtain several
soil samples or have individual beds analyzed. Specify
it is for roses or whatever is predominant in the bed
and they will assess your needs. Now is an excellent
time to apply lime, if required, as it takes a few months
for it to leach down to the roots. If your soil is high in
clay, you should also add gypsum, I use about a cup
per rose. If you can, work these amendments into the
top inch or so of soil. Do this before you apply your
mulch for the winter to save the trouble of removing it.

Spray: We can now do our annual spraying of
Lime Sulfur and/or Horticultural Oil to kill over
wintering diseases and bugs. Be sure it will have time
to dry before freezing weather arrives. Lime Sulfur
tends to clog a sprayer so rinse it very well. I like to
put in clean water and then spray for at least a couple
of minutes to clean out any residual chemicals. As
always follow the manufacturer's instructions and wear
the proper clothing for spraying.

Water: Roses still require moisture to prevent
dehydration. Hopefully, we will receive sufficient rain.
To conserve the moisture be sure and mulch well. If
you can, don't forget to water your newly planted roses
every 2-3 weeks unless we get rain as their root system
is only starting to develop.

Mulch: With the watering restrictions, this is the
most important thing we can do to help our roses
survive the winter months. Mulch also helps to keep
the rose dormant a little longer in the Spring. Since we
have had several days with freezing temperatures, we
can now apply a good layer of organic mulch (2-4
inches) to help the roses over winter. Although it is
better to remove the old mulch and rose debris, it is
not required before applying the new mulch for winter.
Also, when you mulch, consider covering the bud
union and/or lower canes to a depth of several inches.
Use a loose mulch such as pine straw to allow some
airflow. The airflow helps prevent disease. If you do
not cover the bud union with mulch, you may want to
have mulch ready in case we get really cold weather
(in the mid teens or lower) later. This is especially true
for grafted roses to protect the bud union.

The Bronze Medal Award
By Linda Bohne, Consulting Rosarian

At the GGRS Christmas party we presented the
Bronze Honor Medal, an American Rose Society
award presented to an ARS member who has
provided outstanding service at the local level. This
year’s recipient is Susan Clingenpeel. Susan has
served in many positions for GGRS, including
President, Vice-President, and Rose Show Chair,
and presenter at monthly meetings and on Rose
Day.

Through her years as a Rosarian, Susan has
achieved a number of accomplishments, including

Consulting
Rosarian,
Master
Rosarian,
Horticulture
Judge, and
chair of the
ARS
Horticulture
Judges
Committee.
Susan is very
passionate
about the
rose. She

Susan Clingenpeel accepts her Bronze
Medal Award from President, Linda Bohne

encourages other rosarians to get involved in
different activities of the rose society, whether it be
participating at Rose Day or exhibiting at a rose
show. She is never too busy to answer questions or
help someone identify a particular rose that is
growing in their garden. We sincerely appreciate
Susan’s contributions to GGRS in helping our
society become what it is today. Congratulations,
Susan!

HOW DRY IS IT?
By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

Back in the late 1960s, I spent occasional
summers with my grandparents in San Angelo, a
small city in West Texas. They never get much rain
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out there – maybe 18" per year – and are well west
of that line where evaporation exceeds rainfall, so
any moisture is a blessing. 1969 was a particularly
bad year, with 60 consecutive days of 100°+
temperatures, and no rain. By 1970, there were
brush fires in the city's water reservoir. I wasn't a
gardener back then, but I remember watching my
great-grandmother, who lived next door, tending to
the few flowers she could grow in those conditions.

Grandma Hollebeke was a tiny woman, in her
mid-80s then, who lived alone. She cooked three
meals a day for herself and for any grandchildren or
great-grandchildren she could coax into the kitchen.
And after every meal, she filled a dishpan with
soapy water, and washed the dishes. She then took
the dishpan and poured its water onto one of her
cherished plants. I heard that bath and laundry
water were used the same way.

Each of her plants was ringed with a soil berm
to contain the water poured on them. I can't say that
I remember any mulch, just bare soil that regularly
cracked in the summer's heat. It was good soil, just
needing water to produce healthy plants. And
Grandma's efforts seemed to provide just enough
moisture to keep them going.

Many years later, after Grandma's garden had
been untended for 20 years, I returned to find a rose
still thriving, which I gratefully transplanted to a
local cemetery, and to our garden in Gwinnett. Like
many of the roses that grow in San Angelo, it's a
spring bloomer, which tolerates dry weather better.

We've been trying some of Grandma's
techniques this year. I discovered that on a cool
day, it takes 3-4 gallons of water before our shower
produces warm water – and now that goes into a
bucket, for use outside. We collect sink water in a
jug, while waiting for the first water to clear, to
water a few cherished pot plants. We haven't
figured out how to tap the washer drain line yet, but
we'll work on it. And every hardware store is
selling rain barrels to attach to your gutters. Let's all
be creative, and remember that roses are tough!

Do we need to be all that creative? The
weatherman says that we're in a La Niña weather
pattern, and if that persists we should be having a
slightly warmer winter, with more moderate rainfall.

On the other hand, we're about 20" (44%) behind on
our rainfall for 2007, so it'll take lots of rain in 2008
to catch up. It seems likely that drought conditions,
and watering bans, will persist for some time, so
yes, we'll have to be as creative as Grandma
Hollebeke if we want our roses to thrive.

H. L. Shealy Spring Order
By Bill Belknap

It's already that time of year - time to order our
products from H.L. Shealy. I will have order forms
available at the January meeting and I will send
them out via email as soon as I have the price list. I
will include a pdf version for those who do not want
to fill it out by hand and an excel spreadsheet
version. Details will follow with the order form. The
plan is to have the order available for our February
meeting.

“A Southern Reunion”
The Tampa Rose Society is hosting the 26th

annual Deep South District Mid Winter Meeting on
January 18th through 20th in Valdosta, Georgia. Go
to: http://www.tamparosesociety.org/tiki-
index.php?page=DSD%20Mid-Winter%20Meeting.
You can also download a registration form, draft
agenda and hotel layout. This is a laid-back activity
of the DSD with no rose exhibitions to fret over.
Come for the camaraderie and great speakers. You
will leave knowing new friends and having much
more wisdom of your favorite flower, the rose.

Ed Griffith, DSD Arrangements Judges Chair,
will offer a free Arrangements Workshop on Friday.
Speakers include Steve Jones, ARS President, Mike
Shoup, owner of Antique Rose Emporium and
Michael Marriott, Technical Manager of David
Austin Roses. David Clemons and Ray Guillebeau
will moderate the New Varieties session. A
Consulting Rosarian school will be available on
Sunday for those wishing to take the exam or audit
the class. Nancy


