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From the President
Dear Fellow Rosarians:

Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a nice
holiday and enjoyed all its merriment. The
Christmas party at Diane Snyder’s home was very
nice. There was a great turnout and the holiday
spirit was in the air. There was plenty of food and
good fellowship. The ornament exchange was a
lot of fun too. Thank you Diane for being such a
wonderful hostess and to everyone who brought
food. Susan Clingenpeel announced that I was the
recipient of this year’s Bronze Medal Award.
This recognition would not have been possible
without the support of the members in the society.
Thank you very much for this honor.

The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society and its
members had a number of significant
accomplishments in 2006. (1) At the Deep South
District Meeting in Lake City, FL, in January,
Nancy Miller and I took and passed the
Consulting Rosarian test. (2) Rose Day at Bogan
Park in March had the largest member and public
attendance ever. (3) Bobbie Reed took and passed
the Arrangements test in June at the DSD Judges
School in Bainbridge, GA. She must now
apprentice at five rose shows to become an ARS
Arrangements Judge. (4) Susan Clingenpeel was
appointed a Master Rosarian in November, in
recognition of her long-term efforts for the
American Rose Society. (5) The joint Fall Rose
Show with the Northeast Georgia Rose Society in
October was a huge success with over 350 local
entries. The Greater Atlanta Rose Society BBQ,
coordinated by Henry Everett, which was held in
conjunction with the show, added a very nice
touch to the day, in fellowship with the judges and
with members of GARS. (6) The GGRS
membership is continuing to grow. Currently our
membership is 67 members in 48 households. We
can be proud of what our society and its members
have achieved this past year.

After the hustle and bustle of the holidays, the
month of January is boring. Use some of this
month’s slow time to evaluate how your garden
performed last year and decide what
improvements you would like to make. Browse
through the various nursery catalogs you received
over the last several months. If you want to order
additional roses, availability will be greater at
most nurseries when you place your spring orders
early. Also look for ways to simplify how you
care for the roses so there will be more time to
enjoy them.

The Deep South District Mid-Winter meeting
is January 19-21 in Tallahassee, FL. If you have
not attended this event before, please consider
going. It is always an enjoyable time and the
programs are very informative.

Start the New Year off right by attending our
first meeting of the year on January 9th. The
January meeting date was changed to give our
members time to return from their holiday
traveling. You won’t want to miss the scheduled
program for this meeting, which will help you get
your roses and garden off to a good start.

I look forward to serving as your President
and would like to thank the officers and
committee members who have agreed to serve in
2007. As the New Year begins, the Executive
Committee will be meeting later this month to talk
about the course of the society for this year. If
you have questions or suggestions, please feel free
to send an email to the executive committee
(Linda Bohne, Don Schwarz, Rani Von
Wurttemberg, Kim Borland, Susan Clingenpeel,
Bill Belknap, and Nancy Miller) or call one of us.
You will find email addresses and phone numbers
on the last page of the newsletter.

I wish everyone a good growing season.

Linda Bohne, CR



TheRo seVin e
January 2007 2

January Meeting Update

Tuesday, January 9th, 7:00 pm
Gwinnett Justice & Administration Center

1st Floor Dining Room

Problems and Solutions from 2006
Bring your rose-growing problems to the

January meeting. There will be a panel of
Consulting Rosarians to discuss problems and
solutions from 2006. They will discuss the
problems they encountered and what they did
differently, and you can ask them about what
happened to your roses.

Our panel consists of Linda Bohne, Susan
Clingenpeel, Nancy Miller, and Bobbie Reed.
They are all American Rose Society Consulting
Rosarians with many, many years experience
among them.

Please note the change from the first
Tuesday of the month to the second. Also, we
are meeting on the first floor in the cafeteria;
straight ahead from the security check point.

Dates to Remember
January 9—GGRS monthly meeting,

“Problems and Solutions from 2006”
presented by a panel of CR’s (note date
and room change).

February 6—GGRS monthly meeting

March ?—Rose Day at Bogan Park in Buford, GA
(date to be determined)

Dues Are Due!
As we look forward to the beginning of a new

year, it's time for everyone to remember that dues
for 2007 are now due. Dues are $15 for one

person, or $20 for two or more persons at the
same address. Elevated dues levels are always
welcome.

According to the amendments to our bylaws
enacted in 2003, dues for all members are now
due in January of each year, rather than in their
anniversary month – this simplifies record
keeping for all of us.

If you have any questions about your
membership, please contact the GGRS Treasurer,
Kim Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr.,
Clermont, GA, 770-983-3609,
kim.borland@yahoo.com.

January Hospitality
Diane Snyder will bring the leftover

Christmas Party ham for sandwiches for this
month’s refreshments. Bring your appetite and
join us for dinner. After all, this month’s meeting
is in the dining room!

If you signed up for refreshments this year,
look for your name here each month as a
reminder.

January In the Rose Garden
By Bill Belknap

Winter is upon us – Time to think about our
garden and plans for the coming year. Now is also
the best time to add to or make changes in our
garden. There is plenty of time to add required
lime and/or gypsum and dig up the soil for the
“last” bed for our new roses. We finally had a
good hard freeze; so much of the garden is
dormant. Look over those catalogs and start to
pick out the roses you want to plant.

Plant: Now is the best time to plant and
transplant your roses. The roses are dormant and
can start to develop a root system in preparation
for the coming seasons. It's also an excellent time
to prepare the ground for planting. When planting
bare root roses, be sure they are dormant. You
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only need to prune a larger rose leaving 18 – 24
inches before transplanting it to its new location.
You can prune it more at your annual pruning
time in late February or March.

Prune: You can still prune dead canes. Since
the roses are going dormant due to the freezing
weather, you can prune larger roses, which will
blow in our winter winds. Consider trimming
about a third of the rose or to about chest high. In
any case be sure any extra long canes are pruned
if they are subject to winter winds.

Fertilize: Do not fertilize now, but it is an
excellent time to have our soil tested. Obtain
several soil samples or have individual beds
analyzed. Specify it is for roses and they will
assess your needs. Now is an excellent time to
apply lime, if required, as it takes a few months
for it to leach down to the roots. If your soil is
high in clay, you should also add gypsum, about a
cup per rose. If you can, work these amendments
into the top inch or so of soil. Do this before you
apply your mulch for the winter to save the
trouble of removing it.

Spray: We can now do our annual spraying
of Lime Sulfur and/or Horticultural Oil to kill
over wintering diseases and bugs. Be sure it will
have time to dry before freezing weather arrives.
Lime Sulfur tends to clog a sprayer so be sure and
rinse it very well. I like to put in clean water and
then spray for at least a couple of minutes to clean
out any residual chemicals. As always follow the
manufacturer's instructions and wear the proper
clothing for spraying.

Water: Roses still require adequate moisture
to prevent dehydration. If you do not receive
sufficient rain, you should still water your roses.
Since the rose is not growing, you do not need as
much; I recommend about a third to a half of the
rose's normal needs while it is growing. With
mulched roses you can reduce the amount by
watering less often, but still water deeply. Don't
forget to water your newly planted roses more
often as their root system is only starting to
develop.

Mulch: Since we have had several days with

freezing temperatures, we can apply a good layer
of organic mulch to help the roses over winter. It
will also tend to keep the rose dormant in late
winter when we get those warm days. While it is
best to remove the old mulch and rose debris, it is
not required before applying the mulch for winter.
Also, when you mulch, consider covering the bud
union and/or lower canes to a depth of several
inches. Use a loose mulch such as pine straw to
allow some airflow. The airflow helps prevent
disease. If you do not cover the bud union with
mulch, you may want to have mulch ready in case
we get really cold weather (in the mid teens or
lower) later into winter. This is especially true for
grafted roses to protect the bud union. For me, the
most likely time a rose is killed is in the spring
when it just starts to warm up and the rose starts
new growth and then freezing weather arrives,
which kills the shrub. This is a very vulnerable
time and the greatest need for adequate mulch.

Happy browsing in your favorite rose catalog.

Earth Kind – Easy Care
Roses

By Bobbie Reed, Consulting Rosarian

If you talk to folks in any rose society, you’ll
hear about great roses. You’ll see glorious roses
at rose shows. You’ll find roses at nurseries and in
catalogs that are touted as “disease resistant.” But
what if you want a rose that really looks good all
year, yet doesn’t need all the fussing that most
roses require? The answer is easy – you want an
Earth Kind rose.

What are Earth Kind roses? They are a few
select roses that have been researched, not just
hyped, in real-life growing conditions. While the
research was done in Texas, their climate is
sufficiently similar to ours that roses should
perform comparably. The goals of the program
are to conserve water, reduce yard wastes, and
handle chemicals (fertilizers and pesticides) safely
and minimally.
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Texas A&M University tested roses across
Texas, in a variety of climates. Roses were grown
on their own-roots, not grafted. They were grown
in full sun, spaced up to 8’ apart, for maximum air
circulation. The soil was not amended at planting,
but roses were well mulched. No commercial
fertilizer was ever applied. Roses were watered
only in the first year after planting. Roses were
not deadheaded or pruned, except to remove dead
wood. In fact, if you think about it, what this
produces is a bush without much of the soft,
succulent new growth that attracts diseases and
insect pests, and without the stagnant air pockets
that less sun and tighter spacing provide, which
also promote fungal diseases. Then, you just need
a rose that likes to grow that way, that resists this
lowered level of disease pressure, and still
produces enough blooms throughout the year to
be an asset to the garden. So far, 15 roses have
made the cut, ranging from the obscure to the
most popular rose in America.
Belinda’s Dream is a shrub rose with medium

pink, fragrant, hybrid
tea-form flowers. The
bush will grow to
5’x5’. If you want a
carefree rose that
“looks like a rose,” this
is the one for you.

“Caldwell Pink” is a “found” rose (more properly
known as the China Pink Pet). It’s covered with
very double lilac-pink pom-pom flowers which
lack fragrance, growing to 4’x4’. The foliage
displays reddish-purple color in fall.

Carefree Beauty is a shrub rose introduced by
Griffith Buck (and
once sold as “Katy
Road Pink”), and is
one of my personal
favorites, with big
bubble-gum pink
semi-double flowers on
a 5’x5’ bush.

Ducher is a small 3’x4’ China rose bush with
double, ivory-white blooms and a fruity tea

fragrance.
Duchesse de Brabant is a Tea rose with cabbage-

shaped, pale pink, fragrant blooms, on a bush
6’x4’. It was Teddy Roosevelt’s favorite rose,
and could become your favorite, too!

Else Poulsen is a floribunda rose with single, pink
blooms, growing to 5’x4’, providing reliable
garden color, best for background plantings.

“Georgetown Tea” is another “found” rose with
dark salmon-pink star-shaped blooms which
have a strong tea fragrance, on a bush 4’x4’.

Knock Out is the most popular and well known of
these roses, perhaps setting the standard for
successful rose
growing. Semi-
double, cherry red
blooms cover this
5’x5’ shrub through
spring, summer, and
fall, providing
effortless garden
color. Marketers have tacked this name onto a
number of other roses (“pink”, “double”, etc.),
which may not perform as well as the original.

Marie Daly is a pink sport of Marie Pavié, a
polyantha with musk-fragrant, semi-double
flowers. Marie Daly is reported to grow to
4’x4’, and is suitable for small spaces, or even
for containers.

Mutabilis is a china rose with single flowers
turning from yellow to orange to dark pink, aptly
referred to as the “butterfly rose.” Mutabilis
appears in low-maintenance commercial
landscapes around Atlanta as well as in home
gardens, and grows to 6’x6’ or larger.

Perle d’Or is a polyantha with apricot/cream
fragrant
pompom
flowers
that
reliably
blooms
from
April
through November, and is a personal favorite. It
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appreciation from everyone. The double florets
with 35 petals have no fragrance. The foliage is
small, dark green and glossy on an upright,
compact, dense bush covered with blooms at all
stages. This compact rounded growth habit makes
it ideal as a container-grown plant.” Botanica’s
Roses.

There are many wonderful Miniature Roses
and ‘Rainbow’s End’ is just one of the
outstanding roses in this class. It will make a
wonderful addition to your garden or landscape.

Rose Brazeale will bring February’s Rose of the
Month article to you. As a reminder, the months of
March and May are still open for anyone who wishes
to volunteer.

The Bronze Medal
Award

By Susan Clingenpeel, Consulting Rosarian

One of the highlights of the GGRS Christmas
party (besides all the good food) was the
presentation of the Bronze Medal Award. The

bronze medal is an
American Rose Society
award presented to an
ARS member who has
provided outstanding
service at the local level.
This year’s recipient was
Linda Bohne. Linda has

served in
many
positions
including
Vice-President
and Secretary
of GGRS.
She will be our new President starting this month.
She has been a great asset in typing and

organizing the Rose Show Schedule and New
Member’s Booklet. She served on the raffle prize
acquisition committee when our society co-hosted
the Deep South District Winter Conference in
Lake City, Florida. We are so lucky to have her
as a member. This bronze medal award could not
have gone to a more deserving individual.
Congratulations Linda!

December Meeting Recap
What a wonderful way to end a really great

year. Diane Snyder hosted our annual GGRS
Christmas/Holiday Party. Diane and family
pulled out all the stops with Christmas decorations
indoors and out. Some of her roses were in full
bloom and
Henry
Everett
provided a
vase of his
gorgeous
roses for
indoors.
The food
was delicious as usual with Bill Belknap carving
the ham and Don Schwarz supervising! I think
we need to run a few recipes on the totally
awesome desserts.

After enjoying both the delicious food and
conversation with fellow members and their
families, Susan Clingenpeel presented her officers
for 2006 with gifts of hand decorated ceramic
coasters. Susan then presented a very surprised
Linda Bohne with the Bronze Medal Award.

We then held the Chinese Christmas
Exchange of Gifts, which was conducted by
Diane Snyder. Everyone was in stitches watching
and participating in the opening and taking of
gifts. Several ornaments changed hands before it
was all done. Hopefully everyone went home
with an ornament they liked.

Chairs and tables were cleared and folded to
the continued conversation of the evening and
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well wishes for a Merry Christmas were
exchanged.

A special thank you to Mary Belknap for
washing all of those dishes and Bill Bohne for
taking some great shots of the festivities!

Note: Please check out more pictures on the
GGRS’s website.

A life with love will have some thorns, but a
life without love will have no roses." ~

Author Unknown

Additional Rose Resources
American Rose Society, PO Box 30,000,
Shreveport, LA 71130, phone 318-
938-5402. Annual dues are $37 or
$34 for those 65 or older; a three-
year membership is $100. Associate
membership for the spouse of a
regular member is $10. Membership benefits
include the American Rose Magazine, the
American Rose Annual, and the Handbook for
Selecting Roses.
The American Rose Society also publishes four
specialty quarterly bulletins: Rose Exhibitors'
Forum, OGR & Shrub Gazette, Mini News, and
Rose Arranger's Bulletin ($15 for REF, $10 each
for the other three), to help you explore the world
of roses. ARS Website: www.ars.org

The DSD Bulletin is the 2003 Gold Medal-
winning quarterly publication of the Deep South
District of the ARS. Subscriptions are $10 per
year, or $25 for 3 years. Mailing address: Jim &
Kay Harrell, 121 Shore Rush Circle, St. Simons
Island, GA 31522.
DSD email: DSDbulletin@Fairmarsh.com
DSD Website: www.deepsouthdistrict.org

Edna Griner’s Health
Edna Griner has been out of sorts for a while

now. Julie Morris and Karen Radde have
maintained contact with her and wanted to pass
the latest information of her condition on to you,
the members and her friends.

Wednesday morning, December 20th, Edna
Griner underwent surgery at Northside Hospital
for installation of a shunt to relieve the excess
cerebral spinal fluid pressure in her brain. The
day before, she had a spinal tap that removed
some fluid. She showed a marked improvement
in cognitive function and speech and some
improvement in gait so the doctors were very
hopeful that Wednesday’s surgery would work
near wonders on her condition. The doctors
believe Edna may have Normal Pressure
Hydrocephalus. It would explain her gait
difficulties, falling down, memory loss and speech
difficulties and sleepiness. Julie talked on the
phone with Edna very briefly Tuesday night and
said Edna sounded better than she had in days and
confident about the surgery on Wednesday. She
asked Julie to get the word out to those she knows
and loves that hope is burning bright and maybe
by Thursday she will have overcome a huge
obstacle.

Ornament exchange at the Christmas Party. Sarah kept
choosing and loosing adorable ornaments throughout the
exchange. Al was one of the last persons to choose an
ornament and got Sarah’s original one back for her.
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GGRS Officers and Rose Help Line
The following GGRS officers and Consulting Rosarians
(CR) are available to assist you with your rose questions.
President: Linda Bohne, CR, 1960 Travers Circle,

Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-822-6933,
Linda.bohne@mindspring.com

Vice-President: Don Schwarz; CR, 3388 Lennox Ct.,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-979-4237,
berdks@mindspring.com

Secretary: Rani Von Wurttemberg, 62 Herbert Hayes
Drive, Lawrenceville, GA 30045, 770-963-2699,
rani@bellsouth.net

Treasurer: Kim Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr.,
Clermont, GA 30527, 770-983-1806,
kim.borland@yahoo.com

Hospitality Coordinator: Diane Snyder, CR, 1028 Gate
Post Lane, Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-
8861, robertsnyder@msn.com

Newsletter Editor: Nancy Miller, CR, 1974 Branches
Way, Lawrenceville, GA 30043, 770-963-6490,
2manyroses@bellsouth.net

Newsletter Distribution: Bill Belknap, 715 Singley Court,
Lawrenceville, GA 30044, 770-985-0467,
wmb1@bellsouth.net

Web Site: http://bellsouthpwp.net/w/m/wmb1/GGRS
While the advice and information in this newsletter is believed to be true
and accurate, neither the authors nor Editor can accept any legal
responsibility for any errors or omissions that may have been made. The
GGRS or ARS makes no warranty, expressed or implied, with respect to
the material contained herein.

Th e Ro se Vi ne
A Publication of the Greater Gwinnett Rose Society
Nancy Miller, Editor
1974 Branches Way
Lawrenceville, GA 30043

Diane Snyder’s house decorated for the Christmas Party

Consulting Rosarians
Wallace Beggs 706-754-4369 wabeggs@juno.com
Linda Bohne 770-822-6933 Linda.bohne@mindspring.com
Kim Borland 770-983-1806 kim.borland@yahoo.com
Susan Clingenpeel 770-868-4476 Roses4sjc@adelphia.net
Henry Everett 770-938-3134 dandlioncat@earthlink.net
Edna Griner 706-769-5185 rosedna@charter.net
Marla King 770-271-9992 marlaking@msn.com
Nancy Miller 770-963-6490 2manyroses@bellsouth.net
Karen Radde 706-310-0741 dkradde@bellsouth.net
Bobbie Reed 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Don Schwarz 770-979-4237 berdks@mindspring.com
Diane Snyder 770-985-8861 robertsnyder@msn.com
Louise Stafford 770-985-6014 roseylou@earthlink.net

The Greater Gwinnett Rose Society, which is affiliated
with the American Rose Society, meets at the Gwinnett
County Justice and Administration Center, 75 Langley
Drive, Lawrenceville, on the first Tuesday of most months.
Membership is open to anyone interested in growing roses.
Annual dues are $15 for one person or $20 for two people at
the same address. Membership benefits include the
newsletter; meetings with informative speakers and
programs; and conversations with some really nice rose-
growing people! Contact any officer for more information,
or come to a meeting.

Renewal: All memberships are now due. If there is an
error in your mailing address, please notify Kim
Borland, 6705 Mountain Meadow Dr., Clermont, GA 30527


